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The Valley Community Foundation was established in 2004 to serve
the cities and towns of Ansonia, Derby, Oxford, Seymour and
Shelton, Connecticut.
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Since then, we have dedicated ourselves to making our Naugatuck
Valley area a better place to live and work, both now and in the future,
in many ways:
by providing leadership on critical community issues;
by informing, encouraging and engaging people to play a role in
improving the Valley’s quality of life;
by increasing philanthropy, which lifts our entire region;
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by managing and growing the endowment nest eggs of these
dedicated local charities;
and, most importantly, by providing a means for individuals to
continue their philanthropy in perpetuity.
Our Board of Directors consists of a volunteer group of Valley
leaders, each of whom lives and/or works in one of our five towns.
The VCF’s President/CEO implements the Board’s objectives, and
directs our daily operations.
We are affiliated with The Community Foundation for Greater New
Haven, which provides us with in-kind services, and which assures
our Fund Donors that the Funds entrusted to our care will receive
careful, efficient and effective management by one of our nation’s
oldest community foundations. j
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Cultural
e Valley has been home to a variety of ethnic groups, cultures, and religions since the ﬁrst European settlers arrived
in the early 1600’s. Creating a true “melting pot,” hard-working men and women laid down roots and established a
community bound together by strength, honor, mutual support and determination. rough a long history of “good
times and bad,” citizens have pulled together to make our Valley a great place to live, work, and grow.
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“It doesn’t matter
what your Fund has
in it to begin with,
you can truly make a
difference by starting
small and having it
grow over time.”

JANE C. COHEN IS NO STRANGER TO PHILANTHROPY.
THROUGHOUT HER LIFE, SHE HAS SUPPORTED
NUMEROUS CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS RANGING
FROM THE CAUSE OF RACIAL JUSTICE IN THE

SOUTH, TO COLUMBUS HOUSE IN NEW HAVEN, TO
SERVING AS CHAIRWOMAN OF THE VALLEY RED
CROSS BLOOD DRIVE, AND PRESIDENT OF DERBY ’S
GRIFFIN HOSPITAL AUXILIARY.
To celebrate her mother and father-in-law’s 40th wedding
anniversary in 1951, she and her sisters-in-law began the
Cohen Family Book Fund at the Derby Public Library, now
an Endowed Fund of the Valley Community Foundation.
A former 25-year member of the Library’s Board of
Directors, Mrs. Cohen is well aware of the Library’s need to keep adding new titles to its
collection, and the Cohen Family Book
Fund is doing just that. “I was truly

impressed with how that Fund has grown,” said Mrs. Cohen.
“We started with only a small amount of money ($120), and it
has really grown so phenomenally.” That’s why she chose to
create the newly-established Jane C. and David B. Cohen Fund
at the Valley Community Foundation, named for the donor
and her late husband, Derby lawyer and Judge David B.
Cohen.
“The Book Fund was the impetus behind my desire to continue
giving locally,” said Mrs. Cohen. “There are so many worthy
organizations out there – the list is endless. This Fund will
allow me to be able to give to many of them long after I am
gone. In the meantime, it provides me with the opportunity to
look around and see what is needed and be able to make
recommendations about how the funds should be distributed.”
Mrs. Cohen is a firm believer in helping others. “It doesn’t
matter what your Fund has in it to begin with,” she said. “You
can truly make a difference by starting small and having it grow
over time.” j

Education
e Valley has always had a strong commitment to education. With 14 elementary schools,
4 middle/intermediate schools, and 6 high schools/technical schools, the Valley communities proudly serve nearly 15,000 public school
students each year. Interdistrict partnerships have been forged beyond the region, allowing students to explore additional educational opportunities in the arts, agriculture, and aquaculture in Bridgeport, New Haven, and Trumbull. e Valley is also home to
several private and faith-based schools, providing families with additional educational options for their children.
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“As you get older,
you tend to focus on
something and
really try to make
a difference.”

ONE

OF SIX CHILDREN GROWING UP IN A CLOSE-

KNIT SECOND-GENERATION
FAMILY IN

NORTH

ITALIAN-AMERICAN
HAVEN, FRAN DETORO HAS

VIVID CHILDHOOD MEMORIES OF COMMUNITY
GIVING.

She learned well from her grandfather, Ciro Paolella, who came
to America, traveling alone, at age 17. In 1928 he founded the
Plasticrete Corporation, which at its height employed more
than 1,000 people throughout the New Haven area. Ciro was
deeply appreciative of the rewards his hard work had brought
to his family, and became committed to helping those in need.
And her grandfather’s example of doing for others had a
tremendous impact on young Fran.
Soon after her college graduation, Fran moved to California.
That first year, she and her siblings received letters from their
father, Frank, asking that, instead of Christmas gifts, each of
his children make a personal contribution to their respective
communities. That simple request remains her most memorable lesson in personal giving.
Returning later to Connecticut, she volunteered for the New
Haven Public Library’s “Books Sandwiched In” program, the

United Way’s Day of Caring, Long Wharf Theatre and its
Gala committee, and Women’s Health Research at Yale, where
she serves as a Board member.
“As you get older, you tend to focus on something and really
try to make a difference,” said Ms. DeToro. “Throughout my
life I have been truly blessed. I have good health, a loving
husband, family and friends, and feel strongly about lending a
hand wherever I can.”
Ms. DeToro is also committed to expanding her giving in the
Valley by establishing the Cohen-DeToro Charitable Fund at
the Valley Community Foundation with her husband, Jamie
Cohen. Recent Grants from their Fund have gone to
Shelton’s Center Stage Theater, Derby Public Library, Griffin
Hospital’s Cancer Center, Ansonia High School Human Relations Club, and the Derby Historical Society, among others.
“My husband is a shining example of someone who truly lives
a life of giving back – both personally and professionally.
Through Jamie, I have become connected to the people and
the causes that are so important to the Valley community - its
history, its children and families, and its future. I am proud to
support the great work that is being done here and to have our
Fund become a part of the Valley Community Foundation.”j
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“She was loved and
respected by those
who worked with
her. The sense of
camaraderie was
always there.”

FOR NEARLY FIFTY YEARS, MARY LOU CICIA COOK
SPENT HER PROFESSIONAL CAREER , AS WELL AS
MUCH OF HER PERSONAL LIFE, WORKING WITH
CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS. HER INTEREST
BEGAN AS A SHELTON HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR ,

lieu of flowers, so that we could establish a scholarship in her
honor. Establishing this Fund through the Valley Community
Foundation was a perfect fit, because we’ve lived in the Valley all
of our lives. We’ve seen the good work that VCF has been doing,
and wanted Mary Lou’s memory to become part of it in a
meaningful and enduring way.”

MEETING WITH THESE SPECIAL YOUNG PEOPLE
THROUGH A RECREATIONAL PROGRAM EVERY

SATURDAY. SHORTLY THEREAFTER, GEORGE
HEGYI, ORIGINALLY FROM BRIDGEPORT, CAME TO
SHELTON AND GOT MARY LOU INTERESTED IN
SPECIAL EDUCATION. TOGETHER WITH MANY
OTHER DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS, MR . HEGYI
ORGANIZED AND FOUNDED THE VALLEY ASSOCIATION FOR RETARDED CHILDREN AND ADULTS,
NOW KNOWN AS VARCA.
Mary Lou then attended Southern Connecticut State University,
receiving her degree in Special Education in 1963. From serving
as a teacher at Ferry School and VARCA, then as Head Teacher
and Principal at Ripton School, and later as Shelton’s Director
of Special Education and Pupil Personnel Services until her
retirement in 1998, Mary Lou’s life was always about the kids.
“She was outstanding, the best in her field,” says husband Victor
Cook. “When she passed away, we asked people for donations in

6

Grants from the Mary Lou Cicia Cook Memorial Fund will
benefit the exceptional children with special needs to whom Mary
Lou dedicated her life. Grants will provide assistance to, or on
behalf of, these young people, and a scholarship can be provided
to a Shelton High School senior who will be attending college with
the intent of entering a career in the special education of children.
“Even after she retired, she wanted to keep giving back,” said Mr.
Cook. “She became a surrogate parent for approximately 50 kids
with special needs throughout New Haven and Fairfield Counties,
advocating on their behalf. Mary Lou also had a great sense of
humor,” he said. “She was loved and respected by those who
worked with her. The sense of camaraderie was always there.”
Victor Cook wants the Fund to continue to grow over time.
“When we attended Southern it was only $400 a year,” he said.
“We’ve come a long way since then, and financial needs today are
so much greater. We are looking to help these kids as much as we
can.”
Mary Lou wouldn’t have wanted it any other way. j
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“We wanted to help
those who are in need
in our community,
and felt that we
could really make a
difference by
establishing this
Fund.”
ON MAY 1, 1968, MARIO D'ADDARIO PURCHASED
A SMALL BUICK GMC DEALERSHIP ON MAIN
STREET IN ANSONIA, ESTABLISHING MARIO
D'ADDARIO BUICK. RE-DEVELOPMENT DICTATED
HE FIND A NEW LOCATION FROM THE FOUR BAY
GARAGE AND DIRT PARKING LOT.

BY 1970

“There’s always time in life to give back a little bit,” said Tom
D’Addario. “Our business has grown through the years, and
the Valley has been good to us. We wanted to help those who
are in need in our community, and felt that we could really
make a difference by establishing this Fund.” Grants from the
D’Addario Community Fund will be made for general chari-

THE

table purposes to benefit the residents of the cities and towns

DEALERSHIP WAS RELOCATED TO ITS PRESENT

of Ansonia, Derby, Oxford, Seymour, and Shelton, as decided

SHELTON AND OVER THE YEARS HAS
TRANSFORMED INTO FIVE NEW CAR FRANCHISES,
TWO PARTS AND SERVICE DEPARTMENTS, AS WELL
AS AN ON SITE BODY SHOP.

by the VCF Board.

LOCATION IN

Tom, his wife Mary, and three children Tom, Dan and Sara
have lived in Shelton for over 20 years. Tom felt it was important to live in the community that affords his family their

The growth was planned over the years with Nissan added in
1985, Pontiac added in 2002, the auto body in 2003, and
finally Cadillac added in 2005. The dealership continues to be
a family owned and operated business led since the late 80's by
Mario's son Tom. The D'Addario family wanted to in some
way repay the Valley Community for years of loyal customers
and the opportunity the Valley offered them. When VCF
Board member Dave Grant approached Tom D'Addario about
establishing a fund in the D'Addario name, Tom felt the time

living. In the late 90's the D'Addario Family established the
Mario and Irma D'Addario Hypertension Program at Saint
Vincent's Hospital in Bridgeport. Funds to support the
program are raised primarily thru donations and an annual car
raffle sponsored by Tom D'Addario. The D'Addario Family
now hopes to turn its attention towards the Valley to
establish a Fund which will continue to grow to help
meet the needs of others throughout the Valley
who can really use their support. j

was right and established the D'Addario Family Community
Fund.
Manufacturing and business, past and present
e Valley prospered through agriculture, a successful foreign maritime trade, and ﬁnally manufacturing. Products such as communications
wire and cable, copper and brass, paper and latex foam, machine parts, and personal care products were made in the Valley. e population
grew as German, Irish, Italian and Slavic immigrants and African-Americans from the South streamed in to take the jobs oﬀered by the factories. Now Route 8 links the Valley to New York and has transformed the community again as a booming business center.
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“This Fund is a
wonderful way
to carry on
Larry’s legacies.”

LAWRENCE J. “LARRY ” DETULLIO JR. LOVED HIS
FAMILY, FRIENDS, AND THE CITY OF DERBY. BORN
AND RAISED IN DERBY BY MOTHER ANN AND HIS
LATE FATHER LAWRENCE SR., LARRY HAD A LIFELONG AFFECTION FOR HIS COMMUNITY, SERVING AS
ITS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR FROM
1976-1995.

The DeTullio family knows first hand the benefits of living in a
close-knit community. Larry’s daughter Catie DeTullio said, “My
brother Andrew and I were very young when our dad passed
away. It was then that we realized and understood the real
strength of the Valley and its people. So many came out to share
our family’s grief, and to pay honor to our father, who was truly
a well-liked man. It was in those moments of death and hardship
that the support system of this Community held true.”

“Larry was always looking out for the betterment of Derby,”
said wife Maryanne DeTullio. “His memory lives on in many
ways, including through the trees he had planted along Main
Street 30 years ago to dress up the downtown area. Each
season they bring such beauty and joy to everyone who sees
them. I know that always meant a lot to him when he was
alive, and it still does for us today.”

Maryanne DeTullio agreed. “It was truly as if the City itself
took a pause to honor Larry,” she said. “I remember that in
the middle of our grief, I realized that it was time to register
Catie for softball. When I made the phone call, I was told,
‘Don’t worry Maryanne, someone has already taken care of that
for you.’ The City of Derby was truly there for us, and we are
so grateful to be able to give back to it through this Fund.”

Ann DeTullio wanted to continue her son’s commitment to
Derby by establishing the Lawrence DeTullio Jr. Fund through
the Valley Community Foundation. “This Fund is a wonderful way to carry on Larry’s legacies,” said Mrs. DeTullio. “The
money it generates will be used to benefit youth sports, local
Scouting programs, the Derby Public Library, and many other
activities and organizations serving young people, with preferences to his hometown, just as Larry had always done.”

At the end of the day, Larry DeTullio, Jr. was a man who truly
loved Derby, and his family decided that there was no better
way to keep his memory alive than to work with the VCF to
support the people and programs he held so dear. j

Sports and recreation value
Sports and recreation are important in the lives of Valley children and adults. Championship high school football,
youth baseball leagues, marching bands, and beautiful golf courses are Valley resources that made good sportsmanship
and health part of the Valley tradition. A recent addition to the community's health is the Derby Greenway, which
extends along our rivers into Ansonia and Shelton.
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“She was just a
sweetheart – and we
can think of no better
way to continue her
legacy than by
establishing this
Fund in her honor.”

–

“We were looking for ways to help the scholarship grow

SOMEONE WHO LOVED AND WAS LOVED DEARLY IN

stronger, and opening a Fund with the Valley Community

RETURN BY HER FAMILY AND FRIENDS.

Foundation was clearly the best fit for us,” said Frank Haines,

TRACI HAINES

WAS THE PERFECT DAUGHTER

Traci’s father. “Our family had five children who all went to
She graduated as Valedictorian of her Seymour High School
Class of 1988, and continued her studies at Johnson State
Teacher’s College, Post College and the University of Hartford. After obtaining both Bachelors and Masters degrees in

college. They got a lot of help from different scholarships along
the way, so we know first hand what a difference that can make.
We also know that this scholarship will help someone else achieve
their dream of working with young children as Traci did.”

Early Childhood Education, Traci worked for fifteen years as
the head teacher for Ansonia Day Care, run by TEAM, Inc.
She found no greater joy than being in her classroom
surrounded by her students, many of them from underprivi-

The Traci L. Haines Memorial Scholarship Fund, which now
contains over $10,000, provides grants to Seymour High
School graduates, who will be attending college with the intent
of pursuing a degree in early childhood or elementary educa-

leged backgrounds.

tion. The family included a tribute to their daughter’s life and
In 2004, Traci was diagnosed with colon cancer and died on
July 31, 2006 at the age of 36. At that most difficult time, her
family suggested that, in lieu of flowers, donations to create a
scholarship fund would best honor Traci’s life, and they

career in the Fund’s language, which requires that applicants
should have “demonstrated integrity and a willingness to work
hard in the service of others and/or in the attainment of
personal goals.”

received more than $3,000 in donations in her memory.
“Traci did exactly that in every aspect of her life,” said Frank
In the beginning, the Haines family managed the Fund
themselves and added to it regularly. This past winter, their
Attorney, Fred Stanek, suggested they pursue additional
options for the scholarship. That’s when they turned to VCF.

Haines. “My wife and I didn’t go to college, but we worked
very hard to make sure that our children had the opportunity
to do so. This Fund is all about Traci - all about how committed she was to doing her best each and every day and living
her life to those high standards. She was just a sweetheart –
and we can think of no better way to continue her legacy than
by establishing this Fund in her honor.” j
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“The Housatonic
Council embraces VCF’s
goal of working with all
of the local charities and
non-profits to make the
Valley a better place
to live and work.”

INFORMALLY ORGANIZED IN 1917 AND INCORPORATED
IN 1920, DERBY-BASED HOUSATONIC COUNCIL HAS
THE DISTINCTION OF BEING ONE OF THE SMALLEST

BOY SCOUT COUNCILS (3RD SMALLEST OF 304 COUNCILS) AND ONE OF THE OLDEST. IT WAS FORMED BY
A GROUP OF VALLEY BUSINESS AND COMMUNITY
LEADERS, WHO UNDERSTOOD THE BENEFITS THAT
THE SCOUTING PROGRAM COULD PROVIDE TO THE
YOUTH OF THE VALLEY.

Frank Gates, well-known community-minded industrialist, was
a charter member of the Council Board and served as its Honorary
President for over forty years. Mr. Gates and the legendary Ed
Strang, a lifelong Scouting leader, were the Council’s two recipients of the prestigious Silver Antelope award, the highest award
presented by the National BSA.
More than 50,000 Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, and Venture Scouts
have benefitted from the programs of the Housatonic Council,
which reaches approximately one in every five youth in the Valley
area. Each year twenty Eagle Scout candidates lead significant
projects benefitting the community, resulting in more than 4,000
hours of service.

The Greater New Haven and Valley Community Foundations
have been strong supporters of the Council throughout our history. The Frank Gates Dining Hall, central structure of the Council’s 186 acre Edmund Strang Scout Reservation, was constructed
with support from CFGNH’s Gates Fund. The annual “Scouting for Food” campaign, providing basic needs assistance for the
indigent and the homeless, was sponsored this year by VCF.
The Housatonic Council has a keen respect for the basic rights of
all people, and embraces VCF’s goal of working with all local charities and non-profits to make the Valley a better place to live and
work. It is for this reason the Council transferred our Endowment
Fund from The National BSA to the Valley Community Foundation.
With the support of VCF, the people of the Valley, and our Scouting alumni, we trust that our endowment will grow so that we can
increase funding for Eagle Scout Scholarships, Summer Camp
Camperships for disadvantaged boys, and for continued improvement of the Ed Strang Scout Reservation.j

Volunteerism
Civic engagement and volunteerism are hallmarks of the Valley. Committed citizens serve as volunteer ﬁremen,
ambulance and rescue workers, and as trustees of churches and numerous non-proﬁt organizations. e United Way’s
Volunteer Action Center matches volunteer interests with community needs.
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“I’ve watched VCF
grow for the past
several years, and am
confident that it will
continue to succeed in
the future.”

BILL NIMONS HAS SERVED AS SENIOR VICE
PRESIDENT OF THE NAUGATUCK VALLEY SAVINGS
AND LOAN (NVSL) FOR THE PAST SEVEN YEARS,
AFTER ENJOYING A REWARDING COMMUNITY BANKING CAREER WITH THE FORMER SHELTON SAVINGS
BANK PRIOR TO ITS MERGER WITH WEBSTER BANK.
HE LEFT BANKING FOR FIVE YEARS BUT CAME BACK
TO A PROFESSION THAT “FITS HIM WELL,” AND HAS
BEEN GREAT FOR THE COMMUNITIES THE NVSL
SERVES. HE AND HIS WIFE ELAINE HAVE LIVED IN
THE VALLEY THEIR ENTIRE LIVES: LIVED HERE,
RAISED THEIR FAMILY IN ANSONIA, AND KNOW
WHAT A SPECIAL PLACE IT IS.
Mr. Nimons has watched many well-intentioned individuals
and organizations come and go throughout his banking career,
and knows a good thing when he sees it. That’s why, when he

“At this point, the Valley Community Foundation has passed
the ‘Succeed Test,’” said Mr. Nimons. “I’ve watched VCF grow
for the past several years, and am confident that it will
continue to succeed in the future. I know its Board and staff
well, and am pleased to be working with them on this most
worthwhile project.”
It is the Nimons’ intention to grow this Fund with annual
contributions, which will be used to help with the daily operations of the Ansonia Project. “I’ve lived here all my life,” said
Mr. Nimons. “Establishing this Fund will help the Boys and
Girls Club provide Ansonia children and their families with
safe, affordable, and high quality after school care. It will also
open an additional 35 preschool slots through the Club’s
partnership with the Valley YMCA. The Valley Community
Foundation and the Ansonia Project are two tremendous
initiatives bound together and destined for success – truly a
win-win for all involved.” j

and Elaine decided to create their own Fund to support the
operations of the Lower Naugatuck Valley Boys and Girls
Club’s Ansonia Project, they chose the Valley Community
Foundation to help them accomplish this goal.

Agriculture, past and present
e early fertile green lands and forests of the Valley were spotted with clearings for farms and grazing cattle. As the nineteenth century
progressed, dairy and other farm products became a main source of revenue when sold in cities. Valley farms were among the ﬁrst to adopt mechanized
and scientiﬁc farm techniques. Many still grow local produce and other agricultural products, such as Christmas trees, blueberries, apples, and pumpkins.

Va l l e y C o m m u n I T y F o u n d aT I o n • a n n u a l R e p o RT 2 0 0 8

11

d o n a l d w. a n d l I l l I a n C . s m I T h F a m I ly F u n d
e s T a B l I s h e d

2 0 0 8

“Hopefully our
Fund will
continue to help
Valley people for
years to come.”

DONALD AND LILLIAN SMITH WERE NO STRANGERS
TO HARD WORK. DON WAS BORN AND RAISED IN
ANSONIA AND LILLIAN IN SEYMOUR , DURING THE
GREAT DEPRESSION. DON BEGAN HIS CAREER AT
A YOUNG AGE SELLING RHUBARB AND CHRISTMAS
DECORATIONS. HE TURNED 16 ON A SUNDAY, GOT
HIS WORKING PAPERS, AND BEGAN WO R K AT
N O O N T H E N EX T DAY . W H AT H E LEARNED
FROM THE VERY BEGINNING WAS THAT THE VALLEY
WAS A GREAT PLACE TO DO BUSINESS. THAT ’S WHY
HE TURNED TO THE VALLEY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION TO ESTABLISH THE DONALD W. AND LILLIAN
C. SMITH F UND TO LEND A HELPING HAND TO
OTHERS THROUGHOUT THIS COMMUNITY.
“It’s always been about the Valley,” said Mr. Smith. “I’ve lived here
my whole life. I was always treated fairly by anyone I worked for.
People always knew what they were doing, and it was a super place
to do business.”
And do business they did. Lillian and Don were married in 1954
in Trinity Episcopal Church in Seymour, where they were both
active members, and started Donald W. Smith Builder in the late
50’s. Don was the builder and developer, and Lillian was behind
the scenes managing the books and the business. Their primary
focus was home construction, including the purchase and development of several large parcels of land into new neighborhoods.
They also developed several pieces of commercial real estate. “I

12

did the building and she took care of the bookkeeping and our
family, doing a wonderful job with both,” said Mr. Smith.
As their business grew, they received support and mentoring from
many successful business leaders in the Valley. They were both
long time supporters of the local Boys and Girls Club, recognizing it as an organization that provides support and guidance to
Valley youth, similar to the guidance and mentoring they themselves received.
They were also active throughout the community. For many years,
Lillian served as the Treasurer of their Church, as well as Treasurer
and Director of the Trinity Cemetery Association. Both were instrumental in founding Seymour’s Mountain Meadows Cemetery,
and Don continues to serve as a Cemetery Director today. Don remains a Director of the Valley Boys and Girls Club, a 40+ year
member of Rotary International, where he is a Paul Harris Fellow,
and also served as a Director of the former Shelton Savings Bank.
He continues to be active by volunteering time at the VFW and as
a member of the Board of Trustees of his retirement community
in North Port, Florida.
He and his late wife, who passed away in 1995, raised two children
– Don Smith Jr., a graduate of Emmett O’ Brien, who has a family and a civil engineering business in Seymour, and Janet, who
graduated from Seymour High School, and is a marketing executive living with her husband in Lexington, Kentucky. “We started
this Fund because the Valley was very good to us,” said Mr. Smith.
“Hopefully our Fund will continue to help Valley people for years
to come.”j
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VAllEy CoMMuNiTy FouN-

Endowment gifts, such as the Gates Fund, provide permanent
support for purposes donors held dear during their lives. While
increasing in size, the Gates Fund has supported diverse
Valley organizations and initiatives, including capital and
equipment improvements, scouting trips and teen mentoring
programs, and emergency food, shelter and transportation
services.
e Board of the Valley Community Foundation invites you
to become a member of e Gates Society which recognizes
those individuals who have included a charitable gift in their
estate plans through the Foundation.
e Gates Society provides a way to thank and honor individuals during their lifetimes for gifts that will come through their
estates. ese gifts may contribute to an existing Fund, or with
a gift of $10,000 or more, can establish new funds with purposes of the donor’s choosing. Gifts may be bequests through
wills; charitable trusts or annuities that pay the donors income
during their lives; and gifts of life insurance and retirement
assets.
donors have the sense of satisfaction that comes with making
a commitment to the future of this community through a
permanent endowment. Members will be listed in the
Foundation’s publications (unless donors prefer anonymity)
and will be kept current on Foundation programs and activities.
Members also provide a powerful example to others who are
considering a legacy gift. Foundation staﬀ is available to e
Gates Society members and their ﬁnancial and legal advisors to
discuss their estate and gift planning objectives. j
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GRANTS and SPONSORSHIPS
Through our Affiliation Agreement with the Community Foundation for Greater New
Haven, the Valley Community Foundation receives annual funding from the Frank and
Ross Gates Fund to support VCF’s operations, initiatives, and grants to the Valley
community.
VCF is building resources for future flexible Grantmaking, through the development of
Unrestricted Funds, which give discretion to the Board, and Field of Interest Funds,
which express a general purpose. In addition, VCF’s Community Fund, the Valley’s
permanent endowment, will provide funding for Grants to meet future challenges and
opportunities.
In 2008, the Valley Community Foundation conducted its first round of responsive
Grantmaking, having set aside $150,000 from the Gates Fund for that purpose.
Happily, however, as the result of generous contributions from several Donor Advisors
of VCF Funds, the Board of Directors was able to award a total of $171,100 to thirty-one Valley non-profit
agencies, as described below.

VA L L E Y C O M M U N I T Y F O U N D AT I O N
COMPETITIVE GRANTS RECIPIENTS
*Valley American Red Cross
Family Crisis Assistance - $3,000

Boys & Girls Club of Lower Naugatuck Valley
Chief Financial Officer Assistance - $10,000

Ansonia Fire Museum
Community Fire Prevention - $2,760

Center Stage Theatre, Inc.
Touring Production of "The Emperor and
His Nightingale"- $5,000

*Ansonia High School Human Relations Club
Second Annual Community Prejudice Reduction
Conference - $5,000
Doyle Senior Center Activities Committee
Tables and Chairs for Elderly Activities - $1,500
Area Congregations Together, Inc
Spooner House Capital Campaign and sponsorship
of the 11th Annual March for Hunger and the
Homeless - $10,000
*Valley Substance Abuse Action Council
(Birmingham Group)
Drug Take-Back Program - $5,000
*Housatonic Council, Boy Scouts of America
“Scouting for Food” Program - $10,000
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*Derby Historical Society
Axon House Expansion Project for the
Valley History Center - $7,500
Valley Directors Network (childcare providers)
Create Library Resource Areas - $2,000
Derby Public Library
Local History Preservation Project - $10,000
*Derby Youth Service Bureau
“Survive the Drive” Teen Driver Safety Program - $1,000
*Father McKenna St. Vincent de Paul Society
Food Bank Re-supply - $2,000
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VA L L E Y C O M M U N I T Y F O U N D AT I O N
COMPETITIVE GRANTS RECIPIENTS
Friends of Ansonia Nature and Recreation Center
Multi-Year Strategic Planning Assistance - $2,500

Rape Crisis Center of Milford, Inc.
Family Member Crisis Intervention Services - $2,500

*Griffin Health Services
Cancer Center capital campaign - $15,000

Shelton Historical Society
Preserving Collections for Posterity - $8,000

Housatonic Valley Association
Valley Riverbank Restoration - $2,500

Sutter-Terlizzi Post 16 American Legion
Renovation of Shelton’s Permanent War Memorial - $7,500

*Junior Achievement of Western Connecticut, Inc.
Personal Financial Literacy Classes at Bungay Elementary
School - $1,500

TEAM, Inc.
Derby School Readiness Classroom - $10,000
Valley Emergency Medical Services
Purchase Paramedic Vehicle - $10,000

Long Hill Burial Ground Ltd.
Historic Cemetery Restoration - $2,000

Valley United Way
Community Campaign Challenge - $10,000

*Parent Child Resource Center (PCRC)
“Triple P” Parenting Workshops - $7,000

Valley YMCA
Preschool Learning Center Playground - $7,500

Oxford Historical Society
Town-wide Cooperative Mailing - $2,000
Crestview Ridge Tenants' Association
Awning Installation at Oxford Senior Housing - $2,500

*Valleywide School Readiness Initiative
Valley Elementary Principals Network - $750

TOTAL: $171,100
Plumb Memorial Library
Van for Book Delivery to Homebound - $5,000

*

Includes support from Donor Advised Funds

Va l l e y C o m m u n I T y F o u n d aT I o n • a n n u a l R e p o RT 2 0 0 8

15

2008 CommunITy InVesTmenTs and GRanTs

VALLEY NEIGHBORHOOD SMALL GRANTS PROGRAM RECIPIENTS
In partnership with the Community Foundation for Greater New Haven, the Valley Community Foundation co-sponsors the
Valley Neighborhood Small Grants Program, now in its 17th year. Nearly $90,000 was awarded to the following 61 Valley
neighborhood groups, each of whom obtained Grants of up to $3,000.
Ansonia Thanksgiving Basket Committee
Ansonia Garden Club
Ansonia Harvest Festival Committee
Mead School History Club
Riverside Tenants' Association
Ansonia Summer Youth Theater Club
Sew Unique
Bridge Ministry
Ansonia Summer Reading Book Club
Big Brothers/Big Sisters
Ansonia High School Human
Relations Club
Ansonia High School PTSO
Derby Feed My Neighbor Committee
Derby Cultural Commission
Friends of the Derby Public Library
Back To The Bible Community
Youth Center
Boy Scout Troop 3 Derby
Oxford High School Booster Club, Inc.
Oxford Historical Society, Inc.
Oxford Youth Conservation Corps
Junior Friends of the Oxford Library (2)

Seymour/Oxford Nursery & Child Care
Assoc.(SONCCA)
Seymour Community Policing
Division (2)
Seymour High School Student Class of 2009
Howe Avenue Residential
Supervised Housing
Shelton Historical Society
Diocese of Bridgeport
Deaf Ministry, Shelton
Peace Pals
St. Joseph Junior Youth Group
Youth Anime Club
Booth Hill School PTA
The Science Club
Sutter-Terlizzi Post 16 American Legion
Steve & Hunter Yocum Garden Project
Valley NAACP Health Committee
Community Women &
Heart Disease Committee
St. Joseph Parish Nurse Program
Valley Parish Nurse Program (2)

David Humphreys House Junior Docents
Valley Historical Research Committee
Valley Philanthropy Council
Ansonia Rescue Medical Services
Seymour Land Conservation Trust, Inc.
Volunteer Action Center
(Valley United Way)
Alumni Association-LNV
Boys & Girls Club
Oxford Cultural Arts Commission
Cub Scout Pack 3
Youth Crochet Program
Venture Crew #1762
Table Tennis Program
Derby Neck Needlers
Chess Club, Shelton
Valley YMCA Sprinters
Parents Association
Youth 2 Youth Peer Advocates
Omicron Chapter, Delta Kappa Gamma
Society International
Youth 2 Youth Peer Advocates
Torch Club

GRANTS and SPONSORSHIPS
In 2008, the Board of Directors made the following Grants to recognize the contributions of outstanding volunteers honored
for their community service, and voted to act as Sponsor of events conducted by the local charities listed below.
Area Congregations Together
In honor of Win Oppel, recipient of the
Valley Chamber Gold Seal Award - $500

Center Stage Theatre, Inc.
Sponsorship of Youth CONNection's
25th Anniversary - $250

Birmingham Group Health Services
Holiday Gala Sponsorship- $500

Connecticut Food Bank
Contribution toward repair of vandalized food delivery
vehicle - $500

Boys & Girls Club of Lower Naugatuck Valley
Co-Major Sponsor of Commodore Hull
Thanksgiving Day Road Race - $5,000
Magic Show Sponsorship - $200
In honor of Pat Carey, recipient of Lavietes
Service to Youth Award - $500
In honor of Jack Ribas, recipient of the
Charles Flynn Humanitarian Award- $500
In honor of Bill Partington, recipient of the
Valley Chamber Gold Seal Award - $500
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Father McKenna St. Vincent de Paul Society
In honor of Kathy Ramia, recipient of the
Valley Chamber Gold Seal Award - $500
Friends of Ansonia Historical Commission
Restoration of the Ansonia Public Library's
historic clock - $1,000
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GRANTS and SPONSORSHIPS
Greater Valley Chamber of Commerce
Sponsor of Chamber's 44th Annual
Dinner Meeting - $500
Housatonic Council, Boy Scouts of America
In honor of the Jones Family, recipients of the Good Scout
Award - $250
Sponsor of camperships - $500
TEAM, Inc.
Sponsorship of “Men Who Cook” Fundraiser - $500
Valley Arts Council
Grand Prize Award Sponsor for Art Show - $500

Valley United Way
In honor of Jack Walsh, recipient of the
Liberty Bell Award from Valley Bar Association - $250
William Caspar Graustein Memorial Fund Regional
Discovery Initiative - $5,000
In honor of Jack Walsh, recipient of the
Valley Chamber Platinum Award - $1,000
Valley YMCA
Merger Due Diligence assistance - $1,000
In honor of Dennis and Dorothy Gleason, recipients of the
Nicolari Service Award - $1,000
Women in Networking
In honor of the Valley Chamber Silver Award - $500

Valley Philanthropy Council
Valley Philanthropy Ad - $100

DONOR ADVISED FUNDS STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS
Michael J. Adanti Memorial Community Fund
Southern Connecticut State University - $1,500
(three $500 scholarships)
Lou and Dolly DeFilippo Scholarship Fund
Southern Connecticut State University - $1,000
Western New England College - $1,000

Patricia M. Kondrath Scholarship Fund
Lauralton Hall - $1,000
Ann O'Neil Memorial For Integrity Award
Sacred Heart University - $500
The Maureen, Megan and Katey Ryan Fund
Sacred Heart Academy - $384

DONOR ADVISED FUND GRANTS
Grants from Donor Advised Funds are made by the VCF
Board upon the request, and with the participation, of the
Donors of each of the respective Funds.
The Bassett Family Fund
Area Congregations Together, Inc.- $4,988.83
†Housatonic Council, Boy Scouts of America - $2,000
†Junior Achievement of Western Connecticut, Inc.- $1,000
†Lower Naugatuck Valley
Parent Child Resource Center Inc. - $2,000
Cohen-DeToro Charitable Fund
†Ansonia High School Community Relations Club - $1,000
Center Stage Theater, Inc. - $1,500
†Derby Historical Society - $1,500
†Griffin Health Services - $5,000
Women's Health Research at Yale - $1,000
Area Congregations Together, Inc. - $100
Birmingham Group Health Services - $100
Cinestudio, Inc.-Trinty College - $100

Elm Shakespeare Company - $250
LEAP - $250
New Haven Legal Assistance Association, Inc. - $500
New Haven Reads - $100
Jane C. and David B. Cohen Fund
Columbus House, Inc. - $500
Frey-Hershey Foundation Fund
American Cancer Society, New England Division - $1,000
Valley American Red Cross - $1,000
Ansonia Nature and Recreation Center - $1,000
Ansonia Rescue Medical Services - $1,000
Area Congregations Together, Inc. - $4,000
Benhaven, Inc. - $2,000
Birthright of Greater New Haven - $1,000
Boy Scouts of America, Connecticut Yankee Council - $1,000
Housatonic Council, Boy Scouts of America - $1,000
Boys & Girls Club of Lower Naugatuck Valley - $5,000
Clark Memorial Library - $1,000
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DONOR ADVISED FUND GRANTS
Frey-Hershey Foundation Fund (continued)
Connecticut Children's Medical Center - $1,000
Connecticut Hospice, Inc. - $2,000
Derby Historical Society - $1,000
The Foundation School - $1,000
Girl Scouts, Connecticut Trails Council - $1,000
†Griffin Health Services - $5,000
National Right to Work Legal Defense and
Education Foundation, Inc. - $2,000
Recreation Camp - $2,000
Ronald McDonald House - $1,000
Saint Raphael Foundation - $4,000
The Salvation Army Ansonia Corps - $1,000
Seymour Ambulance Association - $1,000
The Umbrella - $2,000
University of New Haven - $5,000
Valley United Way - $2,000
Valley YMCA - $1,000
VARCA - $2,000
Waterbury Adult Education Technical Training Center - $1,000
White Memorial Conservation Center, Inc. - $1,000
David M. Grant Family Fund
Birmingham Group Health Services - $1,000
Housatonic Council, Boy Scouts of America - $300
Spooner House - Area Congregations Together, Inc. - $2,500

Tyler, Brian and Zachary Haywood Fund
†Seymour Public Schools
(Elementary Principals Network) - $750
Joseph A. Pagliaro Sr. Family Fund
†Valley American Red Cross - $600
†Birmingham Group Health Services - $600
†Derby Youth Service Bureau - $600
†St. Vincent de Paul Society - $600
Shelton Economic Development Corporation - $750
Palazzi Family Fund
Derby High School - $500
Derby Public Library - $500
John Tyma Fund
†Ansonia Public Schools - $500
Women In Networking Fund
Elijah's Beauty & Supply & Hair Braiding - $1,000
The Learning Studio - $500
Science Snoopers - $500

†Indicates Donor Advised Fund gift in support of
VCF’s 2008 competitive grant making

DESIGNATED FUND GRANTS and ENDOWMENT FUND TRANSFERS
Grants are made from Designated Funds established by
Donors to support specific organizations (such as the Derby
Public Library and the Valley YMCA, for example). In addition, the Foundation holds and manages the Endowment
Funds of several local civic organizations (including, among
others, the Oak Cliff Cemetery Association and Housatonic
Council, Boy Scouts), which receive annual transfers of income from their respective Funds.
Birmingham Group Health Services, Inc.
Fund of the Valley Community Foundation - $2,379
The Edward J. Cecarelli Book Fund:
Derby Public Library - $408
Cohen Family Book Fund:
Derby Public Library- $2,000
Harold B. Yudkin Historic Preservation Fund:
Derby Public Library - $2,347
Housatonic Council, Boy Scouts of America
Endowment Fund - $1,915
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Oak Cliff Cemetery Association Fund - $125,000
Planetree Fund
(Subsidiary of Griffin Health Services, Inc.)- $2,398
Dorothy E. & Kenneth E. Schaible Fund:
Valley Boys & Girls Club - $2,894
Peter J. Vartelas Invest In Youth Fund #1:
Valley YMCA - $5,217
Peter J. Vartelas Invest In Youth Fund #2:
Valley YMCA - $787
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 597 Fund:
Ansonia High School Band- $1,557

TRANSFERS:
Cohen-DeToro Charitable Fund
Cohen Family Book Fund (Derby Public Library) - $500
Jane C. and David B. Cohen Fund
Cohen Family Book Fund (Derby Public Library) - $500
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Pictured L-R Front Row:
Kenneth E. Schaible
James E. Cohen
James E. Ryan
M. Elizabeth Kennard
David M. Grant
Standing L-R:
Diane L. Stroman
Timothy P. Dillon
Leon J. Sylvester
Gregory J. Stamos
John J. Zaprzalka
Joseph A. Pagliaro, Jr.
William C. Bassett
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Mary L. Pepe
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Va l l e y C o m m u n I T y F o u n d aT I o n • a n n u a l R e p o RT 2 0 0 8

19

2008 donoRs
We are grateful to the following donors who have made gifts to Valley Community Foundation Funds

DONORS 2008 *

Marie Cecarelli and Family

Richard M. Golden

Aetna Foundation

Melanie Cecarelli

Linda and Richard Goldin

Ancient Order of Hibernians, Derby Division

Constance and David Cheever

David and Gail Grant

Cynthia Annasson, Rich Naskiewicz

James and Antonetta Clark

David M. Grant

Barbara Clifford

David M. Grant Caterers, Inc.

Anonymous

Jamie Cohen and Fran DeToro

Greater Valley Chamber of Commerce

Automatic Data Processing, Inc.

Jane C. Cohen

James and Bert Guarrera

Susan D. Ball

Judith and Louis Colangelo

Ronald J. Gydus

Janet C. Barrett

Fred Constantino

Frank A. Haines

Louis and Marie Basel

Victor Cook

Thomas and Sandra Haley

W.E. Bassett Company

Beatrice Coppola

Jean Handley

William and Judith Bassett

John and Catherine Crawford

Paris and Terry Heath

William C. Bassett

Robert and Larissa Cristiano

Sheila and Michael Helfenbein

William H. Bassett

Thomas D'Addario

Housatonic Council, Boy Scouts of America

Gordon and Thelma Bauer

Toby Davidow

Hazel T. Hummel

Daniel and Rosealyn Beard

Leigh and Susan Dawid

John and Lois Hummel

Joseph Bienkowski

DeCarlo and Doll, Inc.

Elizabeth and Kevin Hunt

Timothy M. Blind

The DeCarlo Family

Stanley and Ruth Jachimowski

Boy Scout Troop 907

Gary and Charlene DeFilippo

Deborah M. Jaffe

Audrey and George Buckner

Elizabeth DePaolo

Constance Jarvis

Helen Cannaday Saulny

Fran DeToro

Peter Jensen and Doris Perez-Santiago

Helen Carey

Frank DeToro

Sigurd and Linda Jensen

Patrick and Dee Carey

Edward and Dolores DeToro Melisky

Harold and Laura Keller

Tom and Tecky Carpenter

Ann F. DeTullio

M. Elizabeth Kennard

Nancy and Robert Carroll

Timothy P. Dillon

Elmer and Rose Kish

Mary and Mark Case

Dorothy A. Docknevich

Angeliki Kladouha

Ray and Gail Catlin

Arlette Dolan

Eleanor Klarides

Joan W. Donald

Peter and Theodora Klarides

Christian and Laura Downs

Theodora E. Klarides

Mary Jane Drauss

Valerie L. Knight-DiGangi

Frank and Cecelia Driscoll

Paul Kondrath

Diana and Daniel Duarte

Jacob and Gertrude Kraut

George and Judith Dunne

Katy Kristiansson and Neil Goldman

William H. Emerson

Jens Kronquist

EnergyAnswers International

Deborah and Richard Lasky, Jr.

Alexandria S. Evans

Shirley and Richard Lasky, Sr.

Joseph and Marilyn Flynn

Linda L. Lathan

Amy Forseter

Raina Lenney

Dr. James A . Frost

Anita and Theodore Lieb

James and Nancy Geissler

William, Colleen and Constance Lieder

Employees of The George

Valentine and Bradford Lott

and Daughters

Volunteer Fire Companies
Dedicated volunteers have always been the Valley's
backbone. In no case, however, is their service more
vital than in ﬁghting ﬁre. Our Valley ﬁre companies
are made up of volunteers who have trained diligently
and responded unfailingly to crises and calls for
assistance for centuries.

Washington University
Friends at Gilbane, Inc.
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Sherri M. Luba
Main Stage Production

2008 donoRs
We are grateful to the following donors who have made gifts to Valley Community Foundation Funds

Helen Majoros

Susan and Stu Rosenberg

Martin and Judith Tristine

Sharon Manley-Brenton

George and Beatrice Ryan

United Illuminating Company

Eleanor M. Martin

Nancy and Terrance Ryan

United Steelworkers of America Local 134

Ralph Matto

Marietta Sabetta

Allan J. Vartelas

Harold and Evelyn McGrath, Sr.

The Sadick, Drake and Cooke Families

Christopher Vartelas

Beverly L. Menosky

Sharon Sako, Gerri Lynn Konwerski and

James J. Vartelas

The Merry Makers

Robert Thielen, Jr.

Jeremiah Vartelas

Mary Anne Meyer

Frank and Dorothy Saldamarco

Paul Vartelas

Roslyn and Jerome Meyer

Katie Santo

Ted Vartelas, CLU

Dorothy A. Mills

Anne Scammon

Tekla Vartelas

Scott M. Mory

Dorothy and Ken Schaible

Edwina Vece

Murtha Cullina, LLP

Kenneth E. Schaible

VCF President’s Luncheon Donors

Al and Honey Nashman

Edwin C. Schonfeld

Estate of Valentina V. Vitali

Elaine N. and William C. Nimons

Alan and Beverly Schpero

George and Iris Vlandis

Erin O'Neill

Carol T. Schreiber

Barbara Wareck and Charles Perrow

Oak Cliff Cemetery Assoc.

James and Janice Sheehy

Joseph R. Warichar

Johnnie Osborne

Shelton Economic Development Corporation

Arlene and Royal Wells

Gilda Outremont and David Forman

Steven and Nancy Siecienski

Lucille and Richard Wells

Bob, Lisa and Robert Pagliaro

Fred Siegel

Edward and Lynn Wetmore

Pagliaro Family Egg Hunt

Sherlyn Simmons

Colleen A. Whelan

Joseph A. Pagliaro, Jr.

Anthony and Janice Simonetti

Cheryl Wiesenfeld and Gerald Rosenberg

Jo-Ann and Daniel Pavone

Gaeton and Elizabeth Simonetti

William and Rosemary Wilson

Peter and Carol Pavone

Louise Simonetti

Selma L. Yudkin

Barbara Pearce and Norman Fleming

Rudy and Robin Skowronski

John J. Zaprzalka

Lisa Peccini

Beth Ann Smith

Rosemary J. Zavarella

Jon and Kristin Pedersen

Donald W. Smith

Mary Ann Zieminski

Elizabeth and Pasquale Pepe

Andy Sonn

Mary L. Pepe

Frank S. Soter

* list represents gifts received as of

Rita and Fred Pepe

Gregory J. Stamos

December 12, 2008

Rita and Virginia Pepe

Paul Stamos

Lynne B. Perry

Susan and Greg Stamos

Joanna Peters

Alan and Diana Supersano

Paul and Fran Petrowski and Family

John S. Svehlak

Platt Parent Faculty Organization, Inc.

Leon and Barbara Sylvester

Plumb Memorial Library

Joseph and Joanne Szadeczky

Angela G. Powers

Julian A.Taylor Scholarship Committee

Warner and Hollyann Pyne, III

Shirley and John Tedesco, Jr.

Theresa and John Rasmussen

Andy and Doreen Testa

G. Jeffrey Reynolds

Dominick Thomas and Jamie Cohen

David and Joan Rifkin

Jack Thorpe

Kenneth and Ronald Ritchie

Ann Torres

Ronald and Judy Ritchie

Betty Traini

Walter and Lucille Roog

Matt Trainum

Valley veterans are proud of their
service to their country.
From the Revolutionary War through the current
deployment of US troops throughout the world,
Valley citizens have honorably served this nation in
uniform during times of peace and conﬂict.
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Each Fund created through the
Valley Community Foundation is a
unique resource for the community,
now and in the future. e following funds honor a loved one, fuel a
passion, help a student, and insure a
prosperous future. Each reﬂects the
personal values and spirit of the
donor who strives to help others
and leave a legacy of thoughtful and
eﬀective giving.

Michael J. adanti
coMMunity Fund
octoBer 2005
e Adanti family established this Fund with
the many gifts given in memory of Michael J.
Adanti. linda Adanti, Michael’s wife, and their
daughter, Kristen Adanti-Pedersen
advise the Fund.
When his grandson J.J.’s kindergarten teacher
needed male volunteers, Poppy—Michael
Adanti—was there. Tie ﬂipped back over his
shoulder, an apron tied about his waist, the
retired Southern Connecticut State university
president was ready to go shoulder to shoulder
with his little charges on whatever was the craft
du jour. “He always gave his time, and his heart
and soul to everything he did,” says linda, his
wife of 40 years who, along with their daughter
Kristen, established the Michael J. Adanti Memorial Community Fund, to honor the man
she’d known since childhood. “He was very
much involved in the community and we
wanted to keep his work going.” Judging by the
ﬂood of correspondence linda received following Michael’s tragic death in July 2005, his work
was considerable. ere were the boards on
which he served, including Griﬃn Hospital,
yale New Haven Hospital and the New Haven
Symphony; the many organizations to which he
donated quietly that acknowledged to her his
kindness; and the friends, family and youth he
aided either monetarily or by helping them
make connections to move forward in their
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lives. “He never said ‘no’,” says linda of the man
who loved the Valley where he began his successful career in education as a teacher at his
alma mater, Ansonia High, and who served as
that city’s mayor from 1973-1977. if anyone
called him for a favor or needed something, he
always ﬁgured out a way to help them. i know
he’d be happy to support the Valley Community
Foundation in its cause to help the Valley.” e
Fund has been set up to make grants for general
charitable purposes because “Michael’s whole
life was about giving kids and others a break, a
helping hand,” says linda.

JoSeP h “Jay ” aMico
artiStic MeMorial F und
May 2007
Joseph “Jay” Amico was a hard-working, well
educated individual who loved innovation, adventure, and risk taking. A 1974 graduate of
Ansonia High School, Jay became employed at
Sikorsky Aircraft, a division of uTC, for 29
years. Jay’s tremendous thirst for knowledge
led him to pursue his education in business and
management, while simultaneously studying
and excelling in Soo Bahk do karate, climbing
Mount Blanc and the French Alps, and running
in the New york City marathon.
“in addition to his many other interests, our son
was always into music, art, and photography,”
said his mother, Mrs. Evelyn Amico. “in high
school he had a band (he was the guitarist) and
they would always practice at our house. He
loved taking pictures, put many to music, and
often made presentations to interested groups,
including schools.” When he passed away suddenly in 2006, donations from family, friends,
and co-workers came pouring in. His parents,
Nick and Evelyn Amico, established the Jay
Amico Scholarship Fund for Art and Music
through the Valley Community Foundation to
honor and help others who shared the same
love of art and music as Jay.
“our son accomplished some pretty amazing
things,” said Nick Amico. “He loved being innovative in everything he did, from working at
Sikorsky to mountain climbing, to scuba diving,
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karate and photography. He was one of the
most active people i’ve ever known. Most people only dream of having a “full” life. Jay was
fortunate to have truly lived his to the fullest.”
“We hope that this Fund will help others to
achieve their goals.” said Mrs. Amico. “your
dreams can become realities if you work hard
and believe in yourself. Jay certainly did.”

THE ANCIENT ORDER OF
HIBERNIANS, DERBY
DIVISION FUND
deceMBer 2007
e motto of the Ancient order of the Hibernians in 1565 was “Friendship, unity and True
Christian Charity.” at motto is still strong
today at the derby division of the Ancient order
of the Hibernians as they have established a
permanent endowed fund with the Valley
Community Foundation (VCF).
division President Timothy dillon said, “it is
our desire that grants will be made from the Fund
for Valley students to attend Roman Catholic
elementary schools or high schools, and/or to
support educational activities that promote understanding among people of diﬀerent backgrounds,
and/or to fulﬁll our motto of “friendship, unity
and Christian charity.”
e Ancient order of the Hibernians has been in
existence for nearly 450 years. it was originally
established by those of irish descent to protect the
Catholic Church and defend its members from
bigoted oppression. e derby division began in
1981, and is currently open to those persons of
irish Ancestry who are practicing Catholics. “We
serve all the Valley towns,” said Mr. dillon, who is
also a member of the Valley Community Foundation Board of directors. “We had received two
bequests several years ago but for many years the
money just sat in our bank account. once the
VCF was established, we determined that it was a
great vehicle for us to channel our funds throughout the Valley wherever they needed to go.”
it is the order’s goal to have its members add to
the Fund individually in the future. “e Valley
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Community Foundation has done a wonderful job
with other organizations such as the derby Public
library in managing and distributing funds
through their endowment,” said Mr. dillon. “ey
truly served our needs perfectly, and we look forward to working with them to continue to grow
our Fund for years to come.”

anonyMouS Fund
aPril 2006

B a S S e t t Fa M i ly F u n d
deceMBer 2005
is Fund was established by Founding Board
Member William C. Bassett and his wife Judith as
a donor advised fund to support their various community activities and as a means to involve their
children in philanthropy.
e Bassett family has a rich history in the Valley,
especially in derby.e family’s beginnings trace
back to John and Margery Bassett who immigrated
to the united States from England in 1642.ey
landed in Boston as indentured servants, and after
paying their debts, they moved to New Haven with
their son Robert. Robert’s son, Sgt. Robert Bassett
bought part of the Hawley Purchase in derby in
1716. one parcel at the foot of Great Hill on Silver
Hill Road was known as the Bassett Farm and
three more pieces were on Great Hill.e farm
passed down the male side of the Bassett Family
for generations, and was sold in 1926 when
William Bassett Sr. and his ﬁve siblings moved oﬀ
the farm. Bill Bassett was very mechanical as a boy.
When he was older, he was always putting some
kind of car together from scavenged parts. His
skills led him to start the W.E. Bassett Company in
1939 at the age of 25.e company started as a
general machine shop and during the war it made
munitions parts. After the war when steel was again
available, the Bassett Company began to make rubber heel washers, bag clips, and various other metal
parts. in 1947 Bill Bassett designed the “TRiM”
nail clipper and started making them in his factory
on Francis Street in derby. it was the ﬁrst clipper
made using modern manufacturing methods. it
took the market by storm and in 1952 a new plant
was built on Roosevelt drive in derby. Bill continued to add products: nail ﬁles, tweezers, toenail

clippers, and a multi-bladed knife.e derby plant
was expanded ﬁve times to accommodate the
growth and, in 1978, a second factory was built in
Shelton.at factory was expanded to double its
size in 1987, and in 1988 the company oﬃce
moved to Shelton. Bill Bassett was a very generous
person and was trusted and respected by the people
with whom he worked. He was fair, hard working
and understanding of the needs of others. He was
involved with the Boy Scouts and gave generously
to them, both his time and ﬁnancial resources.
unfortunately, Bill became ill in 1955 and was
never able to return to work full time. His older
brother, Harry who was working for him as head
of manufacturing, stepped in and ran the company
very successfully as president until 1976 when he
became Chairman of the Board. like his brother,
Harry was also very generous and believed as Bill
did, that it was the good Valley people that helped
the company become a success. Harry was involved
in many civic organizations, including the Valley
Chamber, Griﬃn Hospital, Boy Scouts, and Junior
Achievement. He established the very ﬁrst Valley
Foundation with the Valley Chamber of Commerce as ﬁduciary agent. Even though the initial
Foundation did not work out as he would have
liked, Harry felt that it was essential to ﬁnd longterm ways to support the non-proﬁts throughout
the Valley. Both Bill and Harry set a tone for the
company of giving back to the community.at
philosophy continues today. Now, more than 26
years later, Mr. Bassett’s son and current Chairman
of the Board of e W.E. Bassett Company,
William C. Bassett, along with his wife Judy, and
their children, lynne, Betsy and Bill are carrying
on the Bassett tradition of giving by starting the
Bassett Family Fund at the Valley Community
Foundation. “Judy and i along with our children
wanted to continue the legacy of giving that my
father and uncle established here in the Valley.e
proceeds from this Fund are to be used for community services in the ﬁve Valley towns,” said William
C. Bassett. His daughter lynne Bassett Perry
agreed saying, “Working with our parents and the
Valley Community Foundation, we hope to support many worthwhile Valley organizations now
and in the future. our hope is that this Fund will
help make the Valley a better place to live and work
for generations to come.”

BirMinghaM grouP
h e a lt h S e r v i c e S , i n c . F u n d
noveMBer 2005
As a participating organization in the Foundation’s Endowment Challenge Program, this is a
designated fund to beneﬁt Birmingham Group
Health Services, inc. and gifts were matched by
the Foundation.

e d wa r d c e c a r e l l i
Book Fund
deceMBer 2005
is Fund was established by the Cecarelli
Family of derby to support the purchase of
books for the derby Public library.
As a lifelong citizen of derby, civic leader and
former mayor, Ed Cecarelli discovered at a young
age the adventures of books and the treasures
that abounded at the derby Public library. Ed
spent many an afternoon there, studying his
latin, history or English homework. An avid
reader, he would spend hours sitting at the window seat reading one of the classics. one of his
favorite books was Moby dick, read and re-read
many times. As mayor, Ed took an interest in
every detail of the lives of citizens in the community. He cared deeply for his city and his old
world approach to government was unique and
heart warming. Ed’s rich knowledge of the
history of derby was truly a testament of his love
for the city. His devotion to his community and
his passion for books inspired his family to establish the Edward J. Cecarelli Book Fund as a
lasting tribute to him. Both library patrons, Ed
and his wife Marie, a former library Board
member active in the library’s renovation and
100th anniversary, shared a love for the library.
A very special family gift to Ed was a new
Webster’s unabridged dictionary along with its
own bookstand. “e dictionary stood nearby his
desk and was referenced many times not only by
my father, but by our entire family,” said son
Joseph. “e dictionary served as an important
tool to settle some of the disputes over the
spelling or use of a word. it was not uncommon
for my father to recall a word from latin, and
use the dictionary to uncover the word’s derivation.” When asked to recall a special memory
about their father, Joseph and his sisters
MaryAnn and Melanie all agreed that it had to
be how he instilled in them a sense of love, integrity, humility, and respect—and his passion
for books. “My father’s idea of a great vacation
was to be locked in the library with an endless
supply of coﬀee,” said Melanie. All three children
can still recall many of their father’s favorite
quotes. Says MaryAnn, “of all the quotations,
his favorite by far is the following from William
Shakespeare: ‘is above all: to thine own self be
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true, And it must follow, as the night the day,
ou canst not then be false to any man.” e
quotation holds a special meaning to the Cecarelli Family. it brings to mind the legacy that
Ed left behind to his children and grandchildren.
A legacy that will continue to honor Ed through
a designated endowment supporting the purchase of books for the derby Public library, now
and in years to come.
c o h e n Fa M i ly B o o k F u n d
deceMBer 2004
is Fund was established by the david Cohen
Family of derby to support the purchase of
books for the derby Public library.

Jane c. and david B. cohen Fund
eStaBliShed 2008
Jane C. Cohen is no stranger to philanthropy.
roughout her life, she has supported numerous
charitable organizations ranging from the cause of
racial justice in the South, to Columbus House in
New Haven, to serving as Chairwoman of the Valley Red Cross Blood drive, and President of
derby’s Griﬃn Hospital Auxiliary. (see proﬁle
page 4)

cohen-detoro charitaBle Fund
eStaBliShed 2008
one of six children growing up in a close-knit second-generation italian-American family in North
Haven, Fran deToro has vivid childhood memories of community giving. (see proﬁle page 5)
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What do you get a happily married couple for
their 40th wedding anniversary when they say
they want nothing? at was the position the
family of Meyer and Jennie Cohen of derby
found themselves in back in 1951. deciding to
do something that would honor their parents and
last into perpetuity, their daughter-in-law, Jane
Cohen, established the Cohen Family Book
Fund, an endowment to support the derby Public library. it began with three, $40 donations to
represent the 40 years of marriage. And every anniversary thereafter, the three Cohen children
and their spouses donated to the fund an amount
equivalent to their parents’ anniversary year. over
the years, many gifts in honor of births, anniversaries or individuals have been made to the book
fund by family and friends. “My grandfather was
a self-made, self-taught man who read a lot and
appreciated the library. He thought education
was the most important thing in the world,” says
Board Member Jamie Cohen, speaking of his
grandfather, who arrived in the united States
from Vilnius, lithuania at age 12 in 1898, with
no formal education. “e derby Public library
has been very important to our family over the
years,” adds Jamie. Meyer and Jennie Cohen’s
late son, david, a local lawyer and judge, whose
oﬃce was located above his own father’s dress
shop at 221 Main Street, was an avid reader and
library patron, and his wife, Jane, served as a
member of the library’s board of directors for 25
years. Jamie, himself a lawyer, who served as vice
president of the library board, recalls visiting the
library two to three times a week in his youth.
e Cohen family also underwrote the recent
historic restoration of the library’s original
vestibule and lobby. “it allows the library to supplement its budget and purchase books it otherwise would not be able to aﬀord,” says Jamie.
Now that was something both Meyer and Jennie
Cohen would have wanted.
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Mary lou cicia cook
MeMorial Fund
eStaBliShed 2008
For nearly ﬁfty years, Mary lou Cicia Cook
spent her professional career, as well as much of
her personal life, working with children with special needs. Her interest began as a Shelton High
School senior, meeting with these special young
people through a recreational program every Saturday. Shortly thereafter, George Hegyi, originally from Bridgeport, came to Shelton and got
Mary lou interested in special education. Together with many other dedicated volunteers, Mr.
Hegyi organized and founded the Valley Association for Retarded Children and Adults, now
known as VARCA. (see proﬁle page 6)

coMMunit y F und
January 2005
Established as a general unrestricted Fund by a
gift from William C. and Judith P. Bassett, with
their hope that the Fund insures all donors with
gifts of any size can invest in the community endowment which supports our community’s opportunities and ever changing needs over time.

d’addario coMMunity Fund
eStaBliShed 2008
on May 1, 1968, Mario d'Addario purchased a
small Buick GMC dealership on Main St in Ansonia, establishing Mario d'addario Buick. Redevelopment dictated he ﬁnd a new location
from the four bay garage and dirt parking lot. By
1970 the dealership was relocated to its present
location in Shelton and over the years has transformed into ﬁve new car franchises, two parts
and service departments, as well as an on site
body shop. (see proﬁle page 7)
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sons. e respect people everywhere had for him
and for dolly is immense,” said Mr. Saccu. “We
will always be lou’s boys—and now his family has
grown even larger through the creation of the
Team deFilippo family. Both lou and dolly
taught us, through example, that to live extraordinarily is more than just putting eﬀort in when you
have to, rather it is an entire way of life.”

l o u a n d d o lly
deFiliPPo F und
auguSt 2006
Established by gifts of many donors and the
eﬀorts of Team deFilippo to honor Coach lou
deFilippo and his wife, dolly, this Fund supports
a scholarship to a graduating student from derby
High School or other grants and awards as recommended to the Board by the Advisory
Committee.
Every once in awhile, if you are fortunate enough,
someone comes into your life who truly points you
on a path towards success – someone who gets you
to believe in yourself and your ability to do extraordinary things. For hundreds of young football
players at derby High School from 1968-1982,
that special someone was Coach lou deFilippo. if
you were one of those lucky to either play for lou
or to be associated with him in any way, you knew
from the beginning he was the architect of great
character and principle. “As players, the very ﬁrst
time we met Coach deFilippo we knew it was
going to be the start of something special,” said
John Saccu, who played football for derby High
School from 1966–1969. “lou called us ‘his boys’
that ﬁrst day, and even as grown men he would still
refer to us as ‘his boys’ when we would get together
to reminisce about the good old days. lou loved it
when we would come to visit. you could see his
eyes light up with anticipation, wanting to know
how we were doing.” in order to honor the legacy
of legendary coach lou deFilippo and his lovely
wife dolly, a group called “Team deFilippo” comprised of players, coaches, and friends of the deFilippo family established a scholarship in their
name. When plans for the scholarship became
known, former players from as far away as Florida
oﬀered their support. “e response was truly
amazing. is is long overdue,” said Frank
Romano, a former player and the owner of
Frankie’s Grill in derby. “While football was
among his priorities, education was always ﬁrst,”
said former assistant coach Charlie diCenso. “it
makes this scholarship that much more meaningful to us because we know it’s something he
would’ve wanted us to do, and would’ve been
proud of.”“it didn’t take us long to realize that lou
had a partner in his plan, an assistant coach
twenty-four hours-a-day, who believed in him and
accepted us into her life as if we were her own

derBy PuBlic
liBrary F und
FeBruary 2005
e Board of the derby Public library
transferred endowments to the Foundation for
investment management to care for, and grow,
these funds which support various valuable
activities and programs of the library that
are outside operating costs.
e death of their beloved eleven-year-old son
Harcourt in 1897 spurred Colonel and Mrs. H.
Holton Wood to donate in their son’s memory, the
land, the building and $5,000 to establish the
derby Public library in 1902. Since then, many
have joined the ranks of these early philanthropists. e library’s original endowment, started
with gifts dating back to the 1940s, has grown to
almost $600,000, and in 2005 was turned over to
the Valley Community Foundation for ﬁnancial
management. “We believed it was the best move
for us: they’re Valley people giving back to Valley
people,” says dorothy Gleason, President of the
library Board, explaining that earnings generated
by endowment investment are designated for a variety of library uses within stipulated guidelines.
Part of the endowment and earnings, for instance,
was used in the 1990s to help build and furnish a
7,200-squarefoot addition to complement the
original Colonial Revival style building that is now
listed on the National Historic Register.

d er B y P u B li c li B r a ry
h a ro ld y u d k i n F u n d F o r
h i S t o r i c a l P r e S ervat i o n
n ov eM B er 2005
As a participating organization in the
Foundation’s Endowment Challenge Program,
this is a designated Fund to beneﬁt the derby
Public library’s work preserving and displaying

historic items and gifts were matched by the
Foundation.
“We were very excited about the challenge and
the generosity of Mrs. yudkin and others in
reaching our match,” says Ms. Gleason, pointing
out that monies generated by it have been used
in a variety of ways to enable display of many of
the library’s historical treasures that currently are
packed away—treasures such as the original
1865 newspapers that announce the assassination
of President lincoln. “We want to preserve the
past while providing for the future,” she says.

lawrence detullio Jr. Fund
eStaBliShed 2008
lawrence J. “larry” deTullio Jr. loved his family,
friends, and the City of derby. Born and raised
in derby by mother Ann and his late father
lawrence Sr., larry had a lifelong aﬀection for
his community, serving as its Community
development director from 1976-1995.
(see proﬁle page 8)

t h e h o n o r a B le
J o S eP h P. F ly n n a n d
Fa M i ly S c h o l a r S h i P F u n d
deceMBer 2005
is Fund was established by the Friends of
Ansonia Historical Commission to provide
scholarships for graduates of Assumption School,
Ansonia.
in March 2005, the City of Ansonia’s Historical
Commission approved the commissioning of a
portrait to honor native son, Honorable Joseph P.
Flynn, in recognition of his outstanding service to
his community, bar, and bench. Judge Flynn has
had a varied career in the legal profession and in
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public service. He was an attorney in practice with
Joseph P. Buckley and the Honorable JoAnn Kiely
Kulawicz and later with James E. Sheehy and Timothy P. dillon. Judge Flynn was born in derby, son
of the late Charles H. and Eileen Hennessy Flynn.
He is a lifelong resident of Ansonia, where he resides with his wife, Marilyn Cronan Flynn and son
Charles H. Flynn, ii. He graduated from Assumption Grammar School in Ansonia and Notre dame
High School in West Haven. After earning
degrees at Fairﬁeld and Georgetown, he was
admitted to practice before the Connecticut State
and Federal Courts in 1965 and in 1966 before the
u.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit.
While a student at Georgetown, he was a staﬀ
member for united States Senator omas J. dodd
in Washington and Hartford. He served in the u.S.
Marine Corps Reserve and the u.S. Naval Reserve,
Judge Advocate General’s Corps, to the rank of lt.
Commander, and was honorably discharged from
both.
From 1967 until 1971, Judge Flynn served as
Corporation Counsel for the Town of Seymour.
As a staﬀ attorney for the Connecticut legislative
Council of the Connecticut General Assembly, he
authored legislation, which ﬁrst regulated use of
Connecticut’s coastal wetlands. As counsel to the
Senate Minority leader, he was trial and
appellate counsel for the plaintiﬀs in Caldwell v.
Meskill, 164 Conn. 300 (1973), which overturned a
gubernatorial veto. Judge Flynn served as a State
Senator from the 17th district from 1975-1979. in
July 1985, he was appointed by Governor William
A. o’Neill as a Judge of the Superior Court. From
1999 to 2001, he served as deputy Chief Court Administrator. ereafter, in 2001 he was appointed a
Judge of the Appellate court and was subsequently
appointed Chief Judge of the Appellate Court in
2006. He is a member and past president of the
Connecticut Judge’s Association, a member and past
president of the lower Naugatuck Valley Bar
Association and a member of the Connecticut Bar
Association.
While the Ansonia Historical Commission sponsored this project, the portrait was paid for through
private funding through the Friends of the Ansonia
Historical Commission. Friends, colleagues, and associates were asked to contribute to this cause, and
excess contributions made would fund a small endowment for scholarship at his Ansonia alma mater,
the Assumption School.e portrait was unveiled
and hung on ursday, october 6, 2005 in the city
of Ansonia’s alderman’s chambers. Christopher
dodd, united States Senator from Connecticut, expressed his sentiments by letter stating that “Judge
Flynn worked in my father’s u.S. Senate oﬃce in
Washington. His commitment, work-ethic, and
sense of humor were evident at the time, as was the
certainty of his future success.” Carol Starkey, a
member of the Friends of the Ansonia Historical
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Commission, says, “i believe that this Fund will assist students, who, like Judge Flynn, are committed
to the community and higher education.”

t h e F r e y- h er S h e y
F o u n dat i o n F u n d
d e c eM B er 2006
Paul Hershey knew hard work, both as a child
on his family’s farm, and later as a young man
working in the factories of his home state of
Pennsylvania. in the early 1920’s, Hershey came
to Connecticut, looking for opportunity. A small
tool shop on Caroline Street in derby, closed
after World War i, was for sale, and Hershey saw
the chance to start his own business. e tool
shop grew; the business became Hershey Metal
Products and moved to larger headquarters in
Ansonia. From the early days, through the
depression and World War ii, Hershey Metals
had the ups and downs of a Connecticut
manufacturer. in 1940, John Frey, also from
Pennsylvania, came to Connecticut and began
work at his uncle’s company.
After serving in World War ii and then earning
his engineering degree at Rensselaer Polytechnic
institute in Troy, New york, John Frey returned
to Hershey Metals. He took charge of repairing
the factories and supervised the renovations from
the severe damage from the ’55 Flood. later, he
became the head of manufacturing. e company employed hundreds of Valley people over
the years, including multiple generations of the
same families. Hershey Metals products were diverse, from parts for commercial and military
aircraft, including the indicator light for the
Apollo spacecraft; to parts for everyday products,
such as hand tools, mechanical pencils, electric
brooms, and beer taps.
From his arrival in the Valley, Paul Hershey led
many civic projects and gave to community organizations. He and other industrial leaders
were instrumental in supporting the expansion
of Griﬃn Hospital and the Physical Medicine
department was named in memory of Hershey’s
wife, Mary. John Frey succeeded Paul Hershey
as President of Hershey Metals in 1970 and, in
the 1980’s, John Frey also expanded the charitable foundation Hershey had started in 1954,
renaming it the Frey-Hershey Foundation. Sup-
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porting the programs that served the community
and their employees has always been important
to the Hershey and Frey families. With personal
contributions, and through their Foundation,
they give to many Valley organizations.
Mr. Frey also has a special objective to grow
young people’s interest in science, and through
the Hershey Frey Scholarship at the university
of New Haven, students from Valley towns are
awarded aid to pursue degrees in science and engineering. Frey looks forward to the number and
amount of awards continuing to grow over time.
“i want to ﬁnd young people who are interested
in engineering, and, hopefully, after graduation,
they will consider continuing to live in the area
and starting their own businesses.”
John Frey’s son-in-law, Einar Gudjohnsen,
joined the company in 1989 as director of Engineering. e company changed its name to
HMP industries in 1993 and Mr. Gudjohnsen is
now the HMP’s CEo. Since the mid 1990’s the
company has focused on upgrading to modern
computer controlled (CNC) machine tools and
shifting its market emphasis towards more complex, high-tech product categories, including
electronics and medical applications. Current
products include components for industrial hand
tools, transportation systems, electronic paper
handling equipment, surgical tools and dental
implants.
Gudjohnsen, and his wife, Jane, work with Mr.
and Mrs. Frey to continue their philanthropy
through the Frey-Hershey Foundation Fund at
the Valley Community Foundation. Wanting to
insure the Frey-Hershey Foundation’s support of
the Valley in perpetuity, John Frey transferred the
Foundation assets to the VCF in 2006 creating a
donor advised fund. Frey, his wife, Mildred, and
the Gudjohnsens serve as advisers to the Fund.

the F u ture F und
noveMBer 2006
Arthur Bogen has spent much of his life working
to protect and preserve the environment. “i believe we all need to be stewards of the earth during our time and place here,” said Mr. Bogen.
“e environment has not had an easy time of it.
We need to look beyond what we can see right
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now, do no harm, and make a contribution that
will help others in the future.”
at’s why in the fall of 2006, Mr. Bogen established the “Future Fund” at the Valley Community Foundation. e purpose of the Fund is to
help the earth, with a preference for scholarships
or other support to encourage students interested
in the environment, and/or to help people who
have experienced childhood trauma restore their
sense of self.
“i know ﬁrst hand the eﬀect abuse can have on
people, especially children,” said Mr. Bogen. “it’s
extraordinarily important for them to feel worthy, to have a sense of redemption. ey need to
know that no matter what they’ve been through,
that they can trust in life. Hopefully this Fund
will make a diﬀerence for them and help to build
back their self-esteem.”
Mr. Bogen has a lifelong connection with the
Valley. “i know many of the Board members
who helped form the Valley Community Foundation, and made it what it is today. i wanted to
be someone who supports the VCF and helps
them make it strong.”
Mr. Bogen’s goal is to grow the Future Fund over
time. “e earth is going to need all the help we
can give it,” he said. “i want to thank the Board
and its staﬀ for their dedication in creating the
Foundation. eir vision created a resource to
help keep the Valley and its people growing
stronger each day.”

importance of education—wife and mother,
Margaret Geissler taught business, accounting
and shorthand, and despite having a learning
disability, Harold and Margaret’s son, Robert,
obtained a degree in accounting from the university of Bridgeport. in 1995 the family established a scholarship Fund at Shelton High
School, where it was kept in a regular savings account through a local bank. it seemed like a perfectly natural thing for them to do—after all, the
entire family graduated from SHS. once the
Valley Community Foundation was established
however, Harold Geissler decided to transfer the
funds into an endowment scholarship for graduating students of Shelton High School. “our dad
was a chief auditor for the iRS,” said Jim
Geissler. “After our mom died in 2000 we really
wanted to do something more with the Fund.
our dad decided that moving it from the bank
to the foundation was the best way to manage
the money. He was actively involved with the recipients up until his passing in August 2006, and
was delighted to receive a “thank-you” from our
ﬁrst scholarship winner.” originally established
as a scholarship for accounting or business students, the family has decided to broaden the criteria to include a “senior student enrolled in an
accredited college, who has shown progressive effort and is not receiving any other substantial
award. Recipients are selected by the Administration and Guidance departments of Shelton
High School.

david M. grant FaMily F und
January 2005
is Fund was started and is being built by
Founding Board Member david M. Grant and
his wife, Gail, as a donor advised fund to support
their various community activities and as a
means to involve their sons in philanthropy.
g ei S S ler Fa M i ly
ScholarShiP F und
deceMBer 2005
is Fund was established by the transfer of the
Robert J. Geissler Memorial Award assets held
by Shelton High School at the request of Harold
Geissler. e Fund makes scholarship awards to
graduating students of Shelton High School.
e Geissler family has always valued the

david J. Grant, and his brother Michael, have
been raised to give back to their community.
Since they were kids they would do such things
as accompany their parents to serve anksgiving
dinner to the homeless before sitting down to
their own family celebration. Now, as young
adults, they’re beginning to volunteer on their
own, and are getting encouragement from their
father, david M. Grant, and their mother, Gail,

who have established an endowment fund with
the Valley Community Foundation that they
foresee their sons managing. “i wanted to do this
for my sons as a way to get them involved,” says
the elder Grant who began his own volunteering
at an older age when Jack Ribas, who runs the
Boys and Girls Club of the lower Naugatuck
Valley, asked him to become a Board Member. “i
had my eyes opened,” says the aﬀable Grant who
has run a successful catering business in the Valley since 1974. “Before i joined the Boys and Girls
Club in 1986, i really didn’t do much with regard
to charitable causes because i was so busy building my business. But when i did, i saw the need,
and experienced the satisfaction of being involved. i thought that this Fund would not only
be a way to give back to the community but
would be something my sons could do together
through the years.” e david M. Grant Family
Fund was established in January 2005 with an
initial $2,500 contribution and a pledge of the
same for the next three years to build it to a minimum of $10,000. At that point, the Grants will
meet once a year to determine how to best allocate the interest, giving ﬁrst preference to youth,
perhaps by funding camperships or programs in
the arts, says Grant. “i hope it brings my sons
closer together,” says Grant, who intends to grow
the fund over time. “And in 30, no, 50 years,
when Mom and dad are gone, they’ll work at it
knowing that it’s something their father and
mother wanted. And hopefully, it will grow with
them, and them with it.”

traci l. haineS MeMorial
ScholarShiP Fund
eStaBliShed 2008
Traci Haines was the perfect daughter – someone who loved and was loved dearly in return by
her family and friends.
She graduated as Valedictorian of her Seymour
High School Class of 1988. After obtaining both
Bachelors and Masters degrees in Early Childhood Education, Traci worked for ﬁfteen years as
the head teacher for Ansonia day Care, run by
TEAM, inc. She found no greater joy than
being in her classroom surrounded by her
students. (see proﬁle page 9)

Va l l e y C o m m u n I T y F o u n d aT I o n • a n n u a l R e p o RT 2 0 0 8

27

F u n d s o F T h e Va l l e y C o m mu n I T y F o u n d aT I o n

t y ler , B r i a n & Z ac h a ry
h ay wo o d F u n d
aPril 2005
Joseph A. Pagliaro, Jr. started and is growing this
Fund to honor his father, Joseph Pagliaro Sr., the
founding Chair of the Valley Community Foundation and his grandchildren, the children of his
sister, Michelle Pagliaro Haywood.
Joseph Pagliaro, Jr. has experienced the lower
Naugatuck Valley in all its beauty. And he’s not
just talking about the scenery. “is is a very
caring community,” says Pagliaro, who lost his father in a tragic accident in 2004 and experienced
an overwhelming outpouring of support. “People
in the Valley come together in such a loving way
when someone is in need. ey surround you and
take care of you. Whenever there is crisis, you see
that wall being built.” And so, Pagliaro began to
add his piece to that wall in 2005 when he established with the Valley Community Foundation
the Tyler, Brian, and Zachary Haywood Fund.
Named for his young nephews, the Fund was a
way for Pagliaro to honor his father Joseph A.
Pagliaro, Sr. and the grandchildren of his father,
his nephews, now and in years to come. “Everything in due time,” says Pagliaro, speaking of the
growing Fund that has been set up to aid women
and children when it begins to produce grants.
No one can do everything themselves, that’s the
beauty of the Valley. We’re there for each other.
And that’s what this Fund is all about—helping
other people in their time of need.”

houSatonic council
Boy Scou tS oF aMerica
endowMent F und.
noveMBer 2006
As a participating organization in the Foundation’s Endowment Challenge Program, this is a
designated fund to beneﬁt Housatonic Council,
BSA and gifts were matched by the Foundation.
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houSatonic council BoyS
Scou tS oF aMerica F und
eStaBliShed 2008
informally organized in 1917 and incorporated
in 1920, derby-based Housatonic Council has
the distinction of being one of the smallest Boy
Scout councils (3rd smallest of 304 councils) and
one of the oldest. it was formed by a group of
Valley business and community leaders, who understood the beneﬁts that the scouting program
could provide to the youth of the Valley.
(see proﬁle page 10)

Patricia M. kondrath
ScholarShiP F und
deceMBer 2005
is Fund was established by Paul Kondrath in
memory of his wife to support scholarships at
Academy of our lady of Mercy, lauralton Hall.
Patricia Kondrath thought education was important, so much so that she instilled her strong
desire for learning and knowledge with her
family. Her husband, Paul, decided to honor
her memory by establishing an endowed fund to
provide scholarships to students attending e
Academy of our lady of Mercy, lauralton Hall
in Milford. “our attorney, Alan Tyma, suggested
utilizing the Valley Community Foundation as a
ﬂexible way to simplify the process of the donations we received. My wife attended school at
lauralton, felt that she had received an excellent
education, and always supported them,” said Mr.
Kondrath. “She probably wouldn’t have liked all
this attention—she liked to do things in a very
low-key way,” he said. “i just wanted to do this to
carry on what she had already been doing
throughout her life.” e Fund gives preference
to students who are freshmen, sophomores, and
juniors, and participate in sports including Trish’s
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favorites: tennis, swimming or softball and music
programs. Candidate suggestions are made to the
Board of the Foundation by the Administration
and Guidance departments of lauralton Hall.
“My wife grew up in derby and Shelton, we then
married, and moved to Stratford,” said Mr. Kondrath. “our two sons grew up here and went to
colleges in New England. Matthew married
Kelly in 2002 and lives in Florida with our two
grandchildren, Amanda and Benjamin. Chris
lives in oregon with his two bassett hounds,
Newman & Buford. is is our way of continuing her tradition of helping those in need, as well
as remembering her connection to the Valley.”

Pau l a n d g l o r i a ko n w er S k i
Fa M i ly F u n d
d e c eM B er 2007
Paul Konwerski’s life was all about people and
education. He was one of the first laymen in the
country to receive a Master’s in Religious Education
from Fairfield university, and taught Social Studies
at Shelton High School for 37 years, serving as chair
of the Social Studies department until his
retirement in 2000. He was a member of the
Connecticut and National Education Associations
as well as the Shelton Education Association where
he was a member of the Ethics, Publicity, and
Teacher of the year Committees. He touched so
many lives throughout his career, that when numerous gifts were received in his memory upon his
passing in 2007 it was only fitting that his family
chose to establish a family fund in his honor.
“Through his life and work, our dad inspired a
commitment to service and social justice—whether
that was to school, church, family, or the environment. The way he lived his life and the lessons he
taught live on in his students, friends, and family,”
said son Peter Konwerski. older son, Paul Konwerski agreed. “Growing up in and around the Valley, i
couldn’t go anywhere without someone who knew
my father: the insurance agent, mortgage broker,
bankers, even the police. They would all tell me he
was a great man who was very fair. Everyone
dreams of helping the community but only a few do.
By setting up this Fund, we wanted to carry on the
lessons learned from both our parents in helping
and caring for people and your community.”
it is clear that the children of Paul Konwerski
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learned many lessons about philanthopy and community from both their parents. “i’m abundantly
proud of my children for their decision to set up the
Paul J. Konwerski Family Fund in memory of their
father,” said Paul’s wife of 38 years, Gloria Van delft
Konwerski. “Paul and i often spoke with great
respect of the people who made financial contributions to the needs and children of the Naugatuck
Valley. our wish was to be able to offer a similar
legacy one day. Their father would be thrilled!”
Grants from the Paul J. and Gloria Konwerski
Family Fund will be made with recommendations
from the family for a variety of programs and
organizations in the Valley, including education.
“dad’s reputation opened many doors and conversations in the Valley,” said daughter Amy Konwerski.
“We hope that his lively spirit can continue to
spread to the next generation.” “our dad spent
nearly his whole life living or working in the Valley,”
added daughter Julie Mauri. “As a family, we
created this Fund so his generosity, compassion,
and commitment to community and caring can
continue long into the future.”

M a ry F u n d
d e c eM B er 2 0 0 4
is Fund was started and is being built by
Board Member M. Elizabeth Kennard to honor
her grandmothers, Mary l. Powers and Mary J.
Kennard; and her mother, Mary P. Kennard, all
teachers who understood the value of education
and promoted it professionally and personally.
Two of the “Marys” for which the Mary Fund
was named were widowed at a young age and
forced in the 1900s to raise their children alone
on their teaching salaries. “Where would they
have been without their educations?” asks liz
Kennard, granddaughter of Mary l. Powers and
Mary J. Kennard, who, unlike so many women of
their time, were educated. “at was in the late
1800s-early 1900’s when most women did not
have the same opportunity,” says liz, who established the Mary Fund in 2004 to honor her
grandmothers and her own mother, Mary P.
Kennard, all teachers who understood and valued
education. “ey promoted it personally and professionally,” says liz, herself a Mary—Mary
Elizabeth—who initially followed their lead into

teaching before changing careers. “ey were
teachers to us (grandchildren) too, explaining
things, reading and setting standards.” e Fund
makes grants with a preference for helping
women in the Valley or the greater New Haven
area to pursue their educations. “My mother and
grandmothers always valued education as a way
to grow, and this Fund will help others to do
that,” says liz, pointing out that each woman
was able to meet the challenges of raising children and working full time. And each believed in
the importance of always continuing to educate
oneself. “Education is not necessarily a ticket to a
job. it is an end in itself.”

elaine n. and williaM c.
niMonS Fund
eStaBliShed 2008
Bill Nimons has served as Senior Vice President
of the Naugatuck Valley Savings and loan for
the past seven years, after enjoying a rewarding
community banking career with the former
Shelton Savings Bank prior to its merger with
Webster Bank. He left banking for ﬁve years but
came back to a profession that “ﬁts him well,”
and has been great for the communities the
NVSl serves. He and his wife Elaine have lived
in the Valley their entire lives: lived here, raised
their family in Ansonia, and know what a special
place it is. (see proﬁle page 11)

ann o’neil MeMorial
For integrit y F und
July 2003
tranSFerred to vcF in 2005
is Fund was established by the children of
Ann o’Neil to memorialize their mother and
supports an award to a student of Ansonia High
School who most embodies the qualities of high
moral character.
Ann o’Neil always placed a high value on
integrity. She raised her ﬁve children to the
highest standard of honesty, hard work, and
determination. Mrs. o’Neil herself was one of
thirteen children who left school in the ninth
grade to help support her family. A very bright
and well-read woman, Mrs. o’Neil always valued
the importance of education and saw to it that
her own children graduated high school and
have each become lifelong learners. When Mrs.
o’Neil passed away several years ago, her family
chose to honor her memory by establishing the
‘Ann o’Neil Memorial for integrity’ award. “We
wanted to remember our mother in a very special
way,” said daughter Barbara Cliﬀord. “We felt it
was essential for us to recognize a student for
his/her best eﬀorts—not necessarily for being at
the top of the class. We also wanted to acknowledge someone who was respected by his/her
peers as well as faculty. ese are the kinds of
people our mother valued, and we wanted to
focus on qualities that were important to her.”
e Fund was originally housed at the Community Foundation for Greater New Haven, but has
now been transferred to the Valley Community
Foundation. “it just made sense to us to have the
money closer to home,” said Mrs. Cliﬀord. “We
contacted the Foundation once we knew the
Valley Community Foundation had been
formed, and they were extremely helpful in
bringing this money back into the Valley to help
us achieve our goals.” e Award is given to an
Ansonia High School graduating senior who exhibits high integrity in his/her personal life, and
is pursuing further education and/or training, or
entering military service.
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oa k c li F F c eM e t ery
a S S o c i at i o n F u n d
M ay 2 0 0 6
e Board of the oak Cliﬀ Cemetery Association transferred their endowment to the Foundation for investment management to care for, and
grow, its funds.
The oak Cliﬀ Cemetery Association oversees three
properties of historic signiﬁcance to the Valley, including the Elm Street Cemetery in Ansonia and
the olde uptown Burying Ground in derby, one of
the earliest town cemeteries in the country.e oak
Cliﬀ Cemetery was established when the Borough
of Birmingham section of derby was laid out
around 1835 and came into general use around
1846.e olde uptown Burying Ground was set
aside by the Town of derby as a town cemetery
shortly after derby became a separate town in 1675.
e Elm Street Cemetery surrounded the ﬁrst Anglican Episcopal Church in derby, which was
founded in 1737. Edward Wooster, the ﬁrst permanent settler in derby, and several members of the
Wooster family are buried in the olde uptown
Burying Ground.
eir stories, as well as those of so many other
founding families of derby will be preserved and
shared with future generations through the maintenance of these historic sites.e Association’s Board
of directors wanted to have a strong local partner to
help them ensure the cemeteries are taken care of
now and forever, and transferred their endowment
to the Valley Community Foundation.
“e oak Cliﬀ Cemetery Association has a tremendous responsibility to carefully oversee the funds
from families of departed relatives buried in our
cemeteries in order to provide perpetual care and
upkeep of our buildings and grounds,” said Association director Merritt Clark. “e oak Cliﬀ Cemetery Board felt that the Valley Community
Foundation oﬀered an ideal location for our invested funds because of their tremendous commitment to the Valley area, which is served by the
Cemetery Association,” continued Mr. Clark. “e
VCF’s association with the Community Foundation
for Greater New Haven, with its long standing
record of investment performance and administrative service provides us with a unique opportunity to
have our funds managed locally by an organization
we can truly depend on.”
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J o S eP h a . Pag li a ro, S r .
Fa M i ly F u n d
d e c eM B er 2004
e Pagliaro family established this Fund with the
many gifts given in memory of Joseph A. Pagliaro,
Sr. who was the Founding Board Chair of the Valley
Community Foundation. it supports various community projects and organizations as recommended
to the Board by an advisory committee.
“He’d sit back, learn and then he’d step up to be
Chairman.” at was Joseph A. Pagliaro Sr., the
man people said was the embodiment of the spirit
of community service. And the man who became
the Founding Chairman of the Valley Community
Foundation. “He was never satisﬁed just being a
member of anything,” chuckles his son Joseph who
now runs the family business, Riverview Funeral
Home in Shelton, and tries to keep up with his late
father’s considerable volunteer and community service activities. “He wanted to see things go a certain
way, so he’d become the president or the chairman,
the ‘in-charge’ position.” And from that vantage, he
was able to accomplish an incredible amount in the
Valley and beyond where he seemed to be everywhere, know everyone and volunteer in myriad arenas. For 28 years, he supported the Boys and Girls
Club of the lower Naugatuck Valley as a Board
Member, former Chairman and Past President. He
served on his hometown Shelton’s Planning and
Zoning commission for 20 years, both as Member
and Chairman. He was the former Chairman of the
Valley united Way, the Bowlathon for the Birmingham Group, the American Heart Association
Walkathon and Board Member of the Griﬃn Hospital, Valley united Way, Birmingham Group and
Parent Child Resource Center. And the list goes on.
“He was a whirlwind, a man of action,” says his
widow Ellen, of the man she married only a year
before his tragic death in June 2004. “He was an incredible man, devoted to family and community, and
constantly looking out for the betterment of other
people.”
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Pa l a Z Z i Fa M i ly F u n d
d e c eM B er 2004
Established by dorothy Palazzi, this donor advised fund honors Miss Palazzi’s parents, ildebrando and Guerina Palazzi; and her sisters,
derva A. Palazzi and Norma Palazzi Pepe.
When ildebrando Palazzi arrived in the united
States from italy in 1911 at age 21, he came with
only a few years of grammar school education.
But ildebrando, one of a large italian family and
the only one of his family to come to the united
States, made his way in this foreign land. He
worked hard as a stone mason and met and married Guerina Bassi who had come to America
with her family in 1916. ey settled in derby
and raised three daughters. “My parents were
very hardworking people,” says dorothy Palazzi
of her parents who learned English here by reading the newspapers and listening to the radio.
“ey encouraged reading and wanted so badly
for us to do well. Education was very important
to them.” dorothy and her sisters always recalled
the excitement and pride when her parents attained u.S. citizenship. “To them, America was
truly the ‘land of opportunity,’” she says.
With that in mind, in december 2004, dorothy
established the Palazzi Family Fund at $10,000,
an endowment fund earmarked for education
purposes. it honors her parents and two sisters,
derva and Norma, who have passed away. “i
think that if my parents were living, they would
have been thrilled to see that i did something to
honor the family name,” says dorothy who is
watching the fund grow slowly, but surely.
“Someday big things will happen with it. Hopefully we’ll end up with something great.” e
Palazzi Family Fund is a donor advised fund that
will make grants for charitable purposes, with a
preference for helping Valley students pursue
their educations. Grants will be given to assist
with tuition, books, tools and other supplies
needed in furthering education for these students.
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P r e S i d en t ’S F u n d
d e c eM B er 2006
Established by the Board of directors in recognition of the President’s eﬀorts and is being built
as a donor advised fund. e Chief Executive
oﬃcer of the Valley Community Foundation
serves as the Advisor to the Fund.

P eP e Fa M i ly F u n d
d e c eM B er 2 0 0 4
Founding Board Member Mary l. Pepe
established this donor advised fund to honor her
family; father, Anthony M. Pepe; mother, Norma
P. Pepe; and brother, William A. Pepe, and their
contributions to the Valley community.
Family, heritage and community have always
been important to the Pepe family. like many in
the “greatest generation,” Anthony and Norma
Palazzi Pepe were second generation italian
Americans. Born and raised in derby, they were
children of the Great depression, graduates of
derby High School, a veteran and a young
woman of World War ii, and parents of baby
boomers. As such, they instilled in their children,
William and Mary, the value of education, the
arts and the importance of doing for others. ey
did all this by their example. With this legacy in
mind, their daughter Mary established the donor
advised Pepe Family Fund with an initial contribution of $10,000. e Fund is in honor of her
mother, brother, and father, who have all since
passed away. Establishing the Fund was a way
for Mary to immortalize her family while at the
same time continuing their tradition of community support. As she expresses it: “is Fund ensures that the support our family has provided
for all of our lives—for those things in which we
most believe and we most value—will continue
long after we're gone. ere is no greater gift.
And so the Valley Community Foundation has
the potential to have a signiﬁcant and continuing
impact in the region,” says Mary, adding, “Creating this Foundation is probably the single most
important thing we have ever done—and we can
ever do for our community.”

P L A N E T R EE F U N D
N OV EM B ER 2 0 0 5
As a participating organization in the Foundation’s Endowment Challenge Program, this is a
designated fund to beneﬁt the Planetree, inc., a
subsidiary of Griﬃn Health Services and gifts
were matched by the Foundation.

S a M r i F k i n M eM o r i a l F u n d
d e c eM B er 2001
tranSFerred to vcF in 2005
Established with gifts at the time of Sam Rifkin’s
death in 2001, Founding Board Member david
Rifkin, Sam’s son, added to the donor advised fund
and requested its transfer to the new Foundation.
david Rifkin speaking about his father, Sam, “if
you believe in it, you need to contribute to it.”
ose are the words of dave Rifkin, who, like his
late father Sam, believes in the Valley. And so, like
his father, he contributes. Not just his time and his
energy to high-powered volunteer activities on the
Greater Valley Chamber of Commerce or the Valley united Way, but by establishing an endowed
fund that will give back to the community for
years to come. “My father and mother were very
involved in giving back to the community and supporting philanthropic causes,” says dave, who in
2000, following his father’s death, approached the
Community Foundation for Greater New Haven
to set up the Sam Rifkin Memorial Fund in honor
of his father. later, in 2005, he transferred the endowed fund to the newly formed Valley Community Foundation. “Being involved and giving back
was his legacy,” says dave, speaking of the man
who was a charter member of the Greater Valley
Chamber of Commerce and the Community
Chest before it became the Valley united Way; the
man who in the 1960s formed a father’s club at
dave’s high school to raise funds for the athletics
department. it was the beginning of what has become a fundraising powerhouse. “it started with
just my dad and a few other interested parents,”
says dave, remarking how his father was always
involved in multiple activities, both professionally
and personally. “if he saw there was need, he’d try
to ﬁnd a way to solve it.” e Fund has been set
up to ﬁrst support renovation of the Sterling
opera House in derby—a place his father once
worked—if that project gets underway. it will also

contribute to other Valley charitable organizations
as decided by dave and his family.

g e o rg e a n d B e at r i c e
rya n S c h o l a r S h i P
S eP t eM B er 2004
George and Beatrice Ryan established this Fund
to provide scholarships for higher education to
students graduating from secondary schools in
the region serviced by the Valley Community
Foundation.
When he left the service after World War ii,
George Ryan had a decision to make: what
should he do with the rest of his life? With aid
from the Gi bill, the Shelton resident jumped
with both feet into the automotive industry he
had come to love as a kid while pumping gas at
his uncle’s gas station. years later, this man is still
passionate about the career that has taken him
from the gas pumps to running the successful
Curtiss-Ryan Honda car dealership. And now
he’s eager to share his passion and extend a helping hand to others who enter the ﬁeld. “i always
thought i should give back to the community,”
says Ryan, who has been active on various community boards, including the Shelton Economic
development Corporation and the Greater
Valley Chamber of Commerce. “it supports me. i
think i should support it.” Ryan chose to do that
in 2004 by establishing with the Valley Community Foundation, the George J. Ryan Scholarship
Fund. it will be used to provide scholarships to
students active in the Boys and Girls Club who
are planning to study automotive administration,
sales or technology. “is business has evolved
into a very high-tech industry today and needs
qualiﬁed people,” says Ryan who has requested
of family and friends that they donate to the endowed fund in lieu of gifts for him, or if they are
looking for a charity to support. “i’m hoping that
this scholarship fund will serve as an inducement
to boys and girls to consider going on to further
their training and education and enter this ﬁeld
where there is tremendous opportunity.”
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M au r een , M e g a n a n d
k at e y rya n F u n d
J a n ua ry 2 0 0 5
Founding Board member James E. Ryan started
and is building this Fund to provide scholarships
for girls from Assumption School in Ansonia to
attend Sacred Heart Academy in Hamden.
At 18, Megan Ryan of Ansonia was already
serving her ﬁrst year as a corporator at the Valley
united Way. As such, she attended the nonproﬁt’s 2006 annual meeting and played a role in
electing the new board of directors. Her younger
sister, Katey, eagerly followed in her sister’s footsteps. As far as their dad, Jimmy Ryan is concerned, this is the way it should be. “We have to
pass the torch and get our young people involved,” says Ryan, a community leader who is
serving as Chairman of the Valley Community
Foundation. “leadership development is a priority in the Valley.” To help drive the process, Ryan
has started at home. in 2005, he established the
Maureen, Megan & Katey Ryan Fund, an
endowed fund to provide scholarships based on
ﬁnancial need and academic merit to girls from
Assumption School in Ansonia to attend Sacred
Heart Academy in Hamden where his daughters
are currently enrolled, and from where his wife,
Maureen, also graduated. “i wanted to get my
family involved in philanthropy, particularly my
children, as my wife is already very involved,”
says Ryan, explaining why he set up the Fund
that is named for his wife and daughters. “i think
it (philanthropy) is part of our social responsibility and that this Fund will serve as a good example for them to see how it works.” Ryan, who
himself has been active in the Valley united Way,
the Boys and Girls Club of the lower Naugatuck Valley, the Birmingham Mental Health
Center, the Housatonic Council, Boy Scouts of
America, and the Community Foundation of
Greater New Haven, among others, is excited
about the future of philanthropy in the Valley.
“i’ve become convinced over the last few years
that there are many opportunities to increase
philanthropy in the Valley,” he says. “i believe the
Valley Community Foundation is a way to do
that, and that it will have lasting beneﬁts for all
of our communities.”
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NORMAN K. AND JANET N.
SANTA FUND
AUGUST 2007
Norman Santa started working for his dad’s oil
business when he was just eight years old. By the
time he was in high school, he was working part
time delivering oil as soon as school let out.
After serving in the Marines from 1952 to 1954,
he returned home and went back to the oil business, where he worked until his retirement in
2004.
“i came from a family of four brothers and one
sister,” said Mr. Santa. “We all worked together
with my mom and dad, and the business just
grew. We originally lived in Stratford, and then
moved to Huntington in 1956, and have made
the Valley our home ever since.”
Mr. Santa knows what it is like not to attend
college and that there are many students of all
ages throughout the Valley who would like to
improve themselves. at’s why he and his wife
Janet have established the Norman K. and Janet
Santa Fund with the Valley Community Foundation.
“ere is a great need for skilled workers today,”
said Mr. Santa. “Electricians, plumbers, people
who work with their hands. is Fund is geared
to helping them to achieve their goals.”
Mr. Santa has a deep commitment to the Valley,
having been active in the Boys and Girls Club of
the lower Naugatuck Valley, the Housatonic
Council Boy Scouts, the Shelton VFW and
American legion, the Shelton inland Wetlands
Commission, the Shelton Tax Review Board and
the Shelton Economic development Commission. Mr. Santa also served as the former president of H. B. Brownson Country Club and was
an Alderman for the City of Shelton. “i’m
pleased to be working with the Valley Community Foundation because it has such tremendous
potential,” he said. “e Valley is a great and
very positive community. i’m glad to be able to
help those who are pursuing non-traditional options to keep it growing stronger now and in the
future.”
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d o ro t h y e . a n d k en n e t h e .
S c h a i B le co M M u n i t y F u n d
d e c eM B er 2005
is Fund was established by dorothy E. and
Kenneth E. Schaible for general charitable purposes as decided by the Board of directors of the
Foundation.

d o ro t h y e . a n d k en n e t h e .
S c h a i B le F u n d
d e c eM B er 2005
is Fund was established by dorothy E. and
Kenneth E. Schaible as a donor advised fund to
support their various community activities and as
a means to involve their children in philanthropy.

doroth y e. and kenneth e.
SchaiBle F und For the BoyS
and girlS cluB oF the lower
naugatuck valle y
d e c eM B er 2005
As a participating organization in the Foundation’s Endowment Challenge Program, this Fund
is a designated fund to beneﬁt the Boys and
Girls Club of the lower Naugatuck Valley and
gifts were matched by the Foundation.
Ken and dotty Schaible know ﬁrst hand the
value of a community foundation. After serving
seven years on the Board of directors for the
Community Foundation for Greater New
Haven, Ken was one of the Founding Board
Members of the Valley Community Foundation.
“i’ve developed a deep appreciation for the dramatic eﬀect a community foundation can have
on the communities it serves,” said Mr. Schaible.
“Community foundations are ﬂexible vehicles for
donors and their families to leave lasting legacies
to their communities for current needs and
opportunities and for those unforeseen in the
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future. ese Foundations provide increased
funding opportunities for working non-proﬁts
and scholarship programs, helping donors identify needs and dedicate Funds to support their
own philanthropic interests. e Valley has a rich
tradition of philanthropy—the Frank and Ross
Gates Fund at e Community Foundation, the
Katherine Matthies Foundation, and the legacy
of Katherine osborne Kellogg. e Valley is fortunate to have access to these resources. Creating
a Fund at the Valley Community Foundation is
all about building on that tradition and growing
that pie—to help ensure the future of the Valley
for generations to come.”
Ken and dotty have established three Funds.
e dorothy E. and Kenneth E. Schaible Community Fund was created as a ﬂexible Fund that
will address the most important needs and opportunities now and in the future. rough the
dorothy E. and Kenneth E. Schaible donor Advised Fund, Ken and dotty will make recommendations to the Foundation Board about
grants to a variety of worthy organizations. e
dorothy E. and Kenneth E. Schaible Fund for
the Boys and Girls Club of the lower Naugatuck Valley Community was established as a
part of the Foundation’s Endowment Challenge
Program. Grants from the Fund will be made to
the Boys and Girls Club, an organization that
the Schaibles hold dear.
“When you establish a Fund, you’re not giving to
the foundation, but giving through it, back to the
community,” said Mr. Schaible. “ere are so
many choices for giving—there is something for
everyone. your name doesn’t have to be “Rockefeller” or “Ford”—everyone can participate in
making the Valley an even stronger and better
place to live. it’s all about creating a lasting
legacy that will truly make a diﬀerence throughout the coming years.” Community foundations
are ﬂexible vehicles for donors and their families
to leave lasting legacies.”

donald w. and lillian c.
SMith FaMily Fund
eStaBliShed 2008
donald and lillian Smith were no strangers to
hard work. don was born and raised in Ansonia

and lillian in Seymour, during the Great depression. don began his career at a young age
selling rhubarb and Christmas decorations. He
turned 16 on a Sunday, got his working papers,
and began work at noon the next day. What he
learned from the very beginning was that the
Valley was a great place to do business. at’s
why he turned to the Valley Community Foundation to establish the donald W. and lillian C.
Smith Fund to lend a helping hand to others
throughout this community.
(see proﬁle page 12)

J u li a n a . tay l o r
ScholarShiP F und
a P r i l 2005
e JAT Scholarship Committee transferred,
and will advise this scholarship fund to provide
scholarships to students graduating from Ansonia
High School, preferably African-American, who
excel academically, and are accepted into an accredited college or university.
Whether he was instigating Biblical competitions
from the pulpit, encouraging his parishioners at the
Macedonia Baptist Church to visit other churches
to speak about what it was like to be a negro in the
1960s, or walking Valley main streets persuading
merchants to hire African-Americans, the Reverend dr. Julian A.Taylor
always had his life’s mission in mind: to reach
young African-Americans and encourage them to
pursue their education and lifelong learning. “He
pushed people to do what they thought they couldn’t, but what he believed they could,” says lily
douglas, who with dr.Taylor’s prodding, started
college after age 30 and graduated shortly thereafter in 1957. “He was very persuasive and encouraging; very much interested in education and civil
rights. He inﬂuenced so many.” And that continues
today thanks to the Julian A.
Taylor Scholarship Fund, established in 1981 by
many of his benefactors who were passionate about
honoring the lifelong scholar, pastor of 42 years,
community activist and civil rights leader who
started an NAACP chapter in the 1940s. e
Fund is designed to recognize African-American
students in grades three through 11 as J.A.T scholars. it also awards a $5,000 scholarship annually to
a graduating African-American senior at Ansonia

High School with the highest grade point average.
“We know that by entrusting the fund to the Foundation, dr.Taylor’s legacy will continue to motivate
and aid young scholars in Ansonia, aﬀecting our
great grandchildren’s generation and beyond,” says
Evelyn lindsey, Chairperson of the Fund Committee.

torBi SaldaMarco
FaMily Fund
June 2006
is Fund was established by Frank Saldamarco in
celebration of his wife, dorothy’s, birthday and will
support organizations in their hometown of derby.
dorothy Torbi Saldamarco always wanted to pay
special tribute to her father, lorenzo Torbi, an orphan raised by foster parents, and who immigrated
from italy to derby at the age of 17. Mrs. Saldamarco’s husband Frank knew about his wife’s
wish to insure the family name and legacy, and as a
birthday present for his wife, surprised her with the
gift of establishing the Torbi-Saldmarco Family
Fund.e Torbis and Saldamarcos were longtime
neighbors of the Pepe family, and knew about the
Valley Community Foundation from Founding
Board Member Mary Pepe. “e Foundation was
the perfect place for us to establish this Fund, which
now preserves her family’s name since she is the last
of the family line,” said Mr. Saldamarco. “What better way to celebrate her birthday than to make this
dream become a reality for her?” lifelong derby
residents, Mr. and Mrs. Saldamarco chose to use the
Fund to support general charitable needs in the Valley, with a preference for derby. “our son has been
a volunteer with the Storm Engine Ambulance
Corp for nearly 30 years,” she said. “We are members of St. Mary’s Church and everybody in our
family graduated from derby High School. We
wanted to acknowledge the importance of these
organizations to us and also wanted the Fund to be
ﬂexible to support many worthwhile organizations
in the Valley to help them continue their great
work.” Perhaps the note announcing the Fund s
ays it best: “Happy Birthday dorothy Torbi Saldamarco. in honor of your birthday, a Fund in the
Torbi family name has been established at the
Valley Community Foundation.is Fund will not
only commemorate your family, but continue to
enrich the Valley communities for generations to
come.”
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John t yMa F und
M ay 2 0 0 5
Established by Founding Board Member Alan
Tyma in honor of his father, this Fund will be
advised by the donor.
John Tyma was not a politician. He wasn’t a big
name legislator. or a powerful businessman. He
was the guy who lived an ordinary life extraordinarily. He touched many within his sphere,
whether it was the factory workers he eventually
supervised, the eager, bright-faced youngsters he
coached on his only child’s little league and
basketball teams, his teammates on the fast-pitch
softball team, or the family and friends who
turned to him to talk. He would listen, really listen and he would help. For that, his only son has
established a Fund to honor the man who quit
school in his senior year to care for his mother
and siblings after his father’s death; the man, a
World War ii veteran, who worked so hard all
his life to make sure his family always did well
before his own early death at 48; the man who
knew the value of education and community involvement. e John Tyma Fund provides the
means to not only honor this man who loved the
Valley so much, but to ensure that people who
“need a lift to the next stage,” as son Alan puts it,
can have a chance. “So many, like my father, feel
it’s important to be involved in community and
give their time, eﬀort and expertise,” says Alan.
“For those who want to give something more,
we’ve created this long-term vehicle to which
they can donate that will live long after they do
and keep on promoting the best for their community.”
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va lle y B a r a S S o c i at i o n
M eM o r i a l a n d
co M M eM o r at i v e F u n d
a P r i l 2004
is Fund was established by the Board of the
Valley Bar Association as a means to honor and
memorialize Bar Association members or other
members of the legal profession and will support
grants, awards and/or scholarships as recommended to the Board by an advisory committee.
e Valley Bar Association, a voluntary association of local, practicing attorneys has been in existence for over 75 years, with many members
spanning two, and in come cases, three generations. e Androski Family, for example, has
been represented by father John; children: Jack,
Ed and Mary; with granddaughter Caroline continuing a three-generation tradition. Two-generation members presently practicing together
include John and Tom Welch, dominick and
Greg omas, Tom and Kevin Condon, and the
Skuret Family: daniel d. and sons daniel iii
and Patrick. Further, a number of current Bar
Association members have had the privilege of
working with their late fathers, including: John
Bennett and his father William, Jamie Cohen
and his father david, laura donahue and her father Edward, and Jeﬀrey Tuccio and his father
Bill. ese families and members (as well as John
Sponheimer, whose grandfather was John J.
o’Connell) have continued a tradition of
service to their respective clients, and, through
their ties together as attorneys, have supported
many various charitable endeavors in the
Valley throughout the years. However, it was the
untimely 2005 death of Ansonia lawyer and Bar
Association member Bill Tuccio, which served as
the impetus for the creation of the Valley Bar
Association Memorial and Commemorative
Fund through the Valley Community Foundation. it has been supplemented by the generous
gift of a challenge grant by Selma yudkin in
memory of her husband, Harold B. yudkin, who
passed away in 2004, after being an attorney and
Bar Association member since 1937. Additional
monies have been given to commemorate
deceased family members, and to honor
signiﬁcant events in the lives of other
Association members.
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va lle y u n i t ed way
h er i tag e F u n d
M ay 1993
t r a n S F er r ed t o vc F i n 2006
Nearly 15 years ago, the Valley united Way
recognized the value of creating an endowment
through the Community Foundation of Greater
New Haven. “We were truly ahead of our time
in creating the Heritage Fund,” said Valley
united Way Executive director John Walsh.
“We looked to the Foundation to provide us with
long term investment support, administration,
and management to assist us in maintaining our
charitable assets in perpetuity.” e Heritage
Fund also provides a way for donors who support
the community’s health and human service needs
through the Valley united Way to continue that
support through a gift by will or other planned
gift.
late in the summer of 2006, the united Way
transferred its “Heritage Fund” endowment to
the Valley Community Foundation. “e VCF
has done an outstanding job throughout the past
several years building a strong ﬁnancial base to
make additional monies available for community
grant making. it was only natural for us to bring
our funds back into the Valley, allowing us the
ﬂexibility in the distribution of our assets, and
the ability to assist the VCF in building philanthropy right here in the Valley.”
e Heritage Fund has become a component
fund of the Valley Community Foundation,
under the same terms and conditions under
which the Fund existed at the Community
Foundation for Greater New Haven. “it’s all
about local control,” said Mr. Walsh. “Having
the VCF manage this account for us allows us to
direct support to where it is needed while still
beneﬁting from the investment power of the
CFGNH. it’s truly the best of both worlds, and
we look forward to continuing to develop this relationship and this Fund in the coming years.”
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larissa Cristiano. “He achieved great success in
his lifetime, but he always remembered where he
came from. He was so compassionate to those
who did not have as much, and he raised his
family on that belief.” Brother Chris Vartelas
agreed. “e values our father brought us up
with will be ingrained in our lifestyles forever.
For a man who accomplished so much in life, his
modesty and simplicity is what we cherish most.
We are so blessed to have many great memories
of him. Although words can't express the impact
he had on us, his legacy will speak volumes.”

P e t er J. va rt el a S i n v e S t
i n yo u t h F u n d F o r t h e
va lle y y M c a
n ov eM B er 2 0 0 6
For Peter Vartelas, growing up during the depression in the Valley as the son of hard-working
Greek immigrant parents meant helping out at
the family grocery store in Ansonia everyday
after school and on weekends. it also meant
frequent trips to the Valley yMCA (called the
Ansonia yMCA at that time) to play countless
hours of his favorite sport - basketball. So it was
no surprise that in 1987 he created the invest in
youth Fund at the Valley yMCA which pays for
the membership fees for children whose families
can’t aﬀord them. “rough Mr. Vartelas’
generosity, more than 2,000 children have now
beneﬁted from the Fund,” said Valley yMCA
Executive director Suzanne Reilly. “His gifts
have helped us to serve the community in so
many special ways. We are pleased to honor his
memory by establishing the Peter Vartelas invest
in youth Fund through the Valley Community
Foundation.”
Peter Vartelas was proud to make the Valley his
home. After working a short time on oil
pipelines in Caspar, Wyoming at the age of 19,
he returned home to Ansonia and apprenticed to
a local rooﬁng company. in 1958, he established
Valley Rooﬁng and Siding, which is now run by
his son’s Paul and Chris. “our father always
made everyone he met feel like a million dollars,”
said Paul Vartelas. “Everywhere he went, he
knew someone, and would strike up a conversation with them – about their family, or a sport
they played in high school. He built his business
through hard work and integrity – and he kept
his word to his customers who invariably became
his friends. He always cared about the well
being of other people – but his family came ﬁrst.
if other kids growing up had dads like him, the
world would be a much better place. i miss my
dad more and more each day – the world truly
lost a really great and generous man.”
“our father was very humble,” said daughter

one of the students who has beneﬁted from
Peter’s contributions is Ansonia High School All
State Running Back Alex omas, an AHS junior recruited by many ivy league schools. Alex
was also named as one of the youth of the year
at the Valley yMCA. “e invest in youth program has beneﬁted me signiﬁcantly, and i am
very grateful for it,” said Alex omas. “Getting
a membership to the yMCA has given me the
opportunity to lift which makes me a better
football player, and more importantly through
football i have been given the opportunity of
getting into some excellent colleges.”
“Peter was so happy to have created this Fund,”
said his wife Tekla Vartelas. “He said that life
had been good to him through his business and
other endeavors. is was his way of giving back
to the community, and helping to keep kids oﬀ
of the streets. He was so generous to us all, with
a keen sense of humor and wit that kept us all
smiling. No matter how busy he was, he never
missed our children’s school or sporting events.
He was always there for us and his beloved Valley. We will be forever proud to be his family,
and will do all that we can to continue to support
the Peter Vartelas invest in youth Fund.”

va rt el a S - S ta M o S F u n d
n ov eM B er 2006
is Fund is established by the Vartelas and
Stamos families in honor of their beloved parents and grandparents, John and Paraskeve
Vonetes Vartelas. Talking about what he, his siblings and numerous cousins are building, Greg
Stamos says, “We want to remember and honor
the sacriﬁces made by our grandparents, two
Greek immigrants who over a century ago estab-

lished a new home together in the Valley, and to
perpetuate their legacy of selfnessness, compassion and concern for others.”
Many tales, large and small, abound about John
and Paraskeve’s selﬂessness; whether it was their
door always being open and Paraskeve’s table
overﬂowing for all of their friends, John refusing
to send out charge account bills from his market
to struggling families during the Great depression years or upon being told that someone had
stolen chickens from the backyard coop, remarking “thank God we had chickens for someone to
steal.” eir true essence, however, was captured
by their willingly accepting a request by a distant
relative from Greece to take in and raise her two
teenage boys whose father had been killed by
the Communists during the post World War ii
Greek Civil War, adding them to and treating
them as equals to their nine (9) children.
e Vartelas-Stamos Family Fund is composed
of four component sub-funds. it generally recognizes the signiﬁcance of the Vartelas
Family Food Market, which served as a social
fulcrum of the Vartelas family on Maple Street
in Ansonia for half a century until being washed
away in the Flood of 1955. At that market, John
and Paraskeve’s children learned the values of
hard work, honesty, integrity and fairness. e
site is now Vartelas Park, an Ansonia park that
serves as a reminder of the labors and sacriﬁces
of the many immigrants of various ethnicities
and faiths that comprise the social fabric of the
Valley, and the resilience and rebirth of its citizens
and the Valley following that natural disaster.
one component fund is the previously endowed
Mary Vartelas Stamos Fund, which serves general charitable purposes and funds projects that
served Mary’s beloved birthplace of Ansonia,
such as the Valley y.M.C.A., the Birmingham
Group and the Boys and Girls Club. in addition, the Peter Vartelas Scholarship Fund and
the George Vartelas Scholarship Fund provide
scholarships to needy graduates of Ansonia High
School for purposes of secondary education.
e heart and soul of the Fund, however, is the
largest component sub-fund, the Agape Fund,
named for the Greek word for love and charity
towards others, which will support general philanthropic purposes with special emphasis on
providing assistance to those most in need, including in particular those facing obstacles presented by virtue of the immigrant experience.
Such emphasis truly honors the legacy of John
and Paraskeve.
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v e t er a n S o F F o r ei g n
wa r P o S t 5 9 7 F u n d
J u ly 2 0 0 6
is fund was established by the Board of the
VFW Post 597 and will support the band
program of Ansonia High School.hesaxophoneplaying high school student, From 1937–1941 a
young student stood tall with saxophone in hand
next to his fellow derby High School band
members in a brand new uniform provided by an
unknown Valley benefactor. He never forgot the
pride he felt when he put the uniform on for the
ﬁrst time, or when wearing it during performances at football games or in Memorial day
parades. A few years later that same young man
was oﬀ to honorably serve his country during
World War ii, and the saxophone was stored
away for safe keeping.
Now, more than 60 years later, Veteran of Foreign Wars Senior Vice-Commander of Ansonia
Post 597, Peter Pagliaro of derby, has joined
with brother-in-law John Boland of Ansonia,
former Ansonia School Board Chair and Adjutant of Post 597, and its 100 members to establish a designated Fund for the Ansonia High
School Band to be administered by the Valley
Community Foundation. e saxophone-playing
high school student, who became a Veteran of
Foreign War wanted to “keep a little bit of music
playing in the Valley.” “Most of our members either live in or are from Ansonia originally,” said
Mr. Pagliaro.
“e Fund was created with proceeds from the
sale earlier this year of a home owned by Post
597. e decision to support the Ansonia High
School Band was unanimous. our members kept
asking each other ‘What has happened to music
in the Valley towns? What can we do to bring it
back?’ is was one way we could oﬀer on-going
support to a worthwhile cause.” “We are truly
grateful to VFW Post 597 for its generosity,” said
Maria Tangredi, director of Ansonia High
School’s Music department. According to Tangredi, approximately 25 students are enrolled annually in the band program. e band represents
the school and the community at events such as
the Memorial day parade, the holiday tree lighting ceremony at Ansonia Town Hall, all home
and away football games as well as middle school

36

events,” she said. “ese Funds will help us keep
playing for years to come.” “No one ever thinks
about the band—they’re not like athletic programs where people are always giving money.
ey are truly a forgotten group as far as donations are concerned,” said Mr. Pagliaro. “i’ll always remember how great it was for someone to
give money so we could get new uniforms when
i was in the band. Grants from our Fund will be
used to defray the costs of uniforms, maintain
equipment, and rent instruments.” e saxophone still resides safely in the closet of his
derby home. But thanks to Peter Pagliaro, as
well as John Boland, and the Ansonia Veterans of
Post 597, shiny new instruments and uniforms
will be a staple for the Ansonia High School
Band.

angelina M. and
valentina v. vitali Fund
eS taBliSh ed 2007
Valentina Vitali had a deep love for the Valley. She
was born and raised in derby by italian immigrant
parents Augusto and Marcella Vitali, along with
her sister Angelina, and her brothers louis and
Nelson. She moved to Washington, d.C., and
worked for the government for 42 years until her
retirement, when she returned home to live the remainder of her life with her mother and sister.
Valentina wanted to honor Angelina, who, except
for attending the College of New Rochelle, lived in
the Valley for her entire life. She worked at derby
High School ﬁrst as a biology teacher, and then
later served as Vice Principal of the school until her
retirement.
Miss Vitali’s ﬁrst cousin, dorothy Saldamarco, discussed the possibility of creating a Fund through
the community foundation that would forever remember the Vitali name in the Valley. Mrs. Saldamarco and her husband Frank had established
such a Fund themselves to preserve her father’s
name and to honor his memory. “i said to her, Val,
this is something you can do, too,” said Mrs. Saldamarco. “it’s a great idea, and can help so many
people here in the Valley. She must have thought it
was, too, and worked with her attorneys, Sabetta
and Sabetta in Shelton, to remember the Foundation in her will.”
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in doing so, Miss Vitali is the ﬁrst person to have
left a bequest to the Valley Community Foundation. Her gift will establish the
Angelina M. Vitali and Valentina V. Vitali Fund
which supports a broad range of local needs. “Val
came from a family that was raised to save,” said
Mrs. Saldamarco. “But it’s also important to use
your money to beneﬁt others who can really use it.
Val Vitali was fortunate to have had the resources
to keep her family’s name alive and to help the Valley for years to come.”

J o S eP h a n d Pau li n e
wa r i c h a r F u n d
M a rc h 2006
is Fund was established by donald and Joseph
Warichar to honor their parents and currently
supports a scholarship to a student from derby
High School. upon additional gifts, the Fund
will support numerous organizations.
More than 70 years ago, Joseph Warichar built
his family home on Sentinel hill in derby, an
area ﬁlled with large farms and ﬁelds. He had a
custom truck, complete with slanted bins and
compartment doors, and would travel his daily
routes bringing fresh fruit, vegetables and other
goods to his customers. No matter the weather,
Mr. Warichar was there, knocking on the door,
carrying the order into the kitchen, and then was
back in the truck for the next delivery. As the
years passed, he included frozen foods on his list
by adding a refrigerator to the back of the truck.
At the end of the day, he’d simply charge the refrigerator through the night, so it would be cold
and ready for the next day. Joseph Warichar died
in 1952 at the age of 49, leaving his wife Pauline,
and four children ages 3 to 17 with no father,
and no family income. “My brother Joseph, who
joins me as a donor for this Fund, was a freshman at uConn studying to be a pharmacist at
the time of my father’s death,” said donald
Warichar, co-donor of the Joseph and Pauline
Warichar Memorial Fund. “He had to leave
school and work to support the family. He never
became a pharmacist, but instead spent 43 years
as a tool maker in Bridgeport until his retirement. our parents always wanted all of us to go
on to college, and this Fund is in part a tribute to
them and how much they valued higher education.” “Back in the early 90’s, we promised our
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mother that we’d start a scholarship Fund,” said
Joseph Warichar Jr. “We always intended to do
something like this, and now we have the time
and opportunity to work with the Valley Community Foundation to make this happen.” His
brother agreed. “We grew up in derby, went to
school there, lived there, and feel we owe something to the community. is will start the
process. A part of our estates will also be used to
grow the Fund as well.” e endowed Fund will
provide annual scholarships to a graduating student of derby High School, to pursue his/her
education at an accredited College or university,
and who is planning to study in the ﬁelds of
nursing, pharmacology, or agriculture. With the
help of their attorney Mary Chromik, the brothers have also included provisions in their wills to
add to the Fund. upon the addition of these gifts
from their estates, annual grants from the Fund
will be used to establish additional scholarships
and provide grants to other charitable organizations. “our mother sacriﬁced tremendously for
all of us to get where we are today,” said donald
Warichar. is Fund allows us to honor both of
our parents for building a tradition of reading
and learning in our family. We love to encourage
others to learn, and this Fund will allow us to do
just that.”

woMen in net working
Fund
deceMBer 2006
Teamwork has made quite a few remarkable
things happen since these dynamic Valley
women came together. e Greater Valley
Chamber of Commerce Women in Networking
(WiN) group was founded in 2002 by successful
businesswomen in the Valley who meet twice
each month at the Chamber or oﬀsite at a
Chamber member location to discuss common
issues. it is the ﬁrst group of its kind to service
the six-town region of the Naugatuck River
Valley.
in 2003, the members of WiN learned that there
were no grant programs in the area available for
women-owned businesses. ey voted to use excess funds available in their treasury to establish
the Women in Networking Grant program,
which provides ﬁnancial assistance to women
entrepreneurs 18 years or older in the Greater

Valley area. With the establishment of a permanent endowed fund at the Valley Community
Foundation, in addition to their annual eﬀorts
raising money for the grants program, they have
insured that funds will be available for womenowned businesses in the Valley forever.
“We had been having conversations with the
VCF for quite some time,” said former WiN
Chair Cara Mocarski. “We wanted to ensure
that the program would continue to outreach to
women, and foster the entrepreneurial spirit in
the Valley. Giving back to the community is so
important to all of us – and the Foundation provided a great vehicle for us to achieve our goals
for posterity.”
“We are very proud of the Women in Networking group,” said Chamber President Bill Purcell.
“What they have accomplished in the few short
years that they have been in existence speaks volumes about their enthusiasm and determination.
is Fund will help to ensure that the goals they
have for the future of women owned businesses
throughout the Valley will be met both now and
in years to come.”
“e Chamber has been so supportive of our
work,” said Ms. Mocarski. “From the very beginning they’ve believed in us and what we wanted
to do. eir partnership with the Foundation
has allowed us to take this program to the next
level and to truly make a diﬀerence in the lives of
businesswomen throughout the Valley for generations to come.”

”
S el M a l . a n d h a ro ld B .
yudkin F und
a P r i l 2006
is fund was established by Selma l. yudkin in
memory of her husband, Harold B. yudkin and will
support students and organizations in his hometown of derby. Harold yudkin was a truly unique
and energetic man who was actively involved
throughout his entire life in his beloved community

of derby. He loved his family, his friends and coworkers, and his chosen profession of law which he
successfully practiced with distinction for more
than 60 years.
Harold chose capable and determined associates,
including the late Appellate Court Justice JoAnne
Kiley Kulawiz, and Superior Court Judge Barbara
Coppeto, who along with his brother George, became his partner in the ﬁrm known as yudkin,
yudkin, and Coppeto.ough his law practice kept
him in the spotlight for a number of years, Harold
was also an active real estate developer. When returning veterans came home from World War ii,
Harold’s foresight and ingenuity transformed hundreds of acres of land (forever known as the yudkin
development) into aﬀordable housing for them,
and helped to make him a wealthy man. A portion
of this wealth is now entrusted into several Funds
at the Valley Community Foundation.
“Harold was a proud and loyal member of his community,” said his wife Selma yudkin. “He was generous with both his time and his money, giving to
both local and national charities. We were also fortunate to travel extensively throughout the world.
No matter where we went, Harold always said that
he was glad to be home because there was no place
in the world quite like derby.” Mr. yudkin was an
avid historian, and spent many hours as a young
man reading and researching local and national history in the derby Public library which was just a
few steps away from his Seymour Avenue boyhood
home.
upon Harold’s passing in 2004, Selma established
the Harold B. yudkin Fund at the Valley Community Foundation, to ensure that his tradition of generosity and dedication to his community would
continue for years to come, and made a signiﬁcant
contribution to the derby Public library to support the library’s new Historic Preservation Fund.
e library’s Board of directors has since changed
the name to the Harold B. yudkin Historic Preservation Fund indicating they wanted to “honor
Harold’s love of history and the people of derby.
Many historic treasures will now be displayed for
all to enjoy as a result of this generous donation.”
Additional gifts have been made to another VCF
Fund established by the Valley Bar Association, of
which Harold was a member for over 50 years, and
to the Harold B. yudkin Fund at the Valley Community Foundation. “ere was no one else like
Harold,” said Mrs. yudkin. “He was a wonderful
and giving man who valued his family, friends, and
clients alike. i know he’d be pleased to be helping
his treasured derby and so many other worthwhile
causes that he had supported all
through his life.”
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O U R S P E C I A L T H A N K S TO T H O S E I N D I V I D UA L S W H O H ELP ED
CO M P I LE T H E I T EM S F O R T H E COV ER O F T H I S R EP O RT

THE ANCiENT oRdER oF HiBERNiANS
BoNNiE BERMAN
JAMiE CoHEN
ViRGiNiA FiTZGERAld ANd THE lATE EdWARd FiTZGERAld
MiCHAEl ANd NiColE FiTZGERAld
M. EliZABETH KENNARd
RoBERT ANd SHERi GRiER
MARiAN o’KEEFE
doRoTHy A. dEBiSSCHoP ANd THE oxFoRd HiSToRiCAl SoCEiTy
THE PEPE FAMily
CHARlES ANd GREGG SECCoMBE oF SECCoMBE’S MEN’S SHoP
lEoN SylVESTER
JoHN ZAPRZAlKA

Arts
e Valley has been home to culture and the arts for hundreds of years. Individual
theaters hosting vaudeville performances in the early 1920’s and 30’s paved the way for
the development of the larger movie houses, and the stage performances of today. In 2001,
the Valley Arts Council was formed to “create a connecting thread between local artists and
those interested in the arts.” Dance studios, resident and youth theater groups, artists, photographers,
videographers, and graphic designers can be found throughout the Valley communities – continuing the ﬁne
tradition of arts and culture the Valley has enjoyed throughout its history.
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