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T h e Va l l e y C o m m u n i t y F o u n d a t i o n

Serving Ansonia, Derby, Seymour, Shelton and Oxford, the Valley Community Foundation was founded in 2004 and is
dedicated to making the Valley a better place to live and work by increasing philanthropy, especially permanent endowments;
connecting donors to needs and opportunities; and providing leadership on critical community issues.

We inform, encourage and engage people to take a leadership role in improving the quality of life in our region, now and
for the future through attracting, investing and making grants from permanent endowed funds. Working with individ-
uals, families, businesses, advisors, and non-profit organizations, the Valley Community Foundation provides personalized
service to tailor giving to individual interests, tax planning needs, and family dynamics while providing perspectives about
the region’s issues and needs, and how donors can have impact on their community.

A volunteer group of Valley leaders serves as the Foundation’s Board of Directors and a President implements the Board’s
objectives and manages the daily operations. The Valley Community Foundation is affiliated with The Community
Foundation for Greater New Haven and is provided with in-kind services. The affiliation ensures that VCF funds will
have the benefit of the authority and oversight of a local Board, and will be administered efficiently and effectively by one
of the nation’s oldest and largest community foundations.
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D E A R F R I E N D S,

The Valley can best be described by the phrase on the cover of this report: proud past – bright future. Board members
of the Valley Community Foundation are keenly aware of the many accomplishments of Valley citizens throughout this
community’s history and we are committed to working towards even greater success in the coming years.

The Valley and its enhanced vision for philanthropy is a testament to the fundamental spirit and belief that our
communities deserve permanent resources to support their continued development. Compassionate services provided by
local government, in cooperation with our extremely effective not-for-profit partners, insure that a safety net is available
for those in need and opportunities for growth exist for all.

Our Valley is a treasure.We are a region steeped in tradition of family, ethnic pride, industry, hard work and creative
competition. While being a place where multi-generational families and businesses thrive, these components also
serve as the bedrock for transforming the Valley into a destination for those seeking a place committed to its children,
individuals, families, and the elderly.

We are keenly aware of the responsibility the Valley Community Foundation has in helping to make this community
continue to be a wonderful place to live, work, and grow. The funds that have been placed in our care have experienced
steady growth in 2007, and new funds have increased our assets to over $7 million. Grants from these funds have been
made to fulfill the intentions of the donors while anticipating and addressing the immediate needs and opportunities of
our Valley Community.

We hope that as you turn each page of this report, you are reminded of the many citizens who have proudly served
the Valley in the past.With your support, the Valley Community Foundation will continue to be a resource, to provide
numerous opportunities to ensure the Valley’s bright future.

J A M E S E . R Y A N
C H A I R M A N O F T H E B O A R D

A N G E L A G . P O W E R S
P R E S I D E NT

Selected facts throughout this report about the Valley’s proud past and bright future are
provided by Electronic Valley. For more information please visit www.electronicvalley.org.
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JOSEPH “JAY ” AMICO WAS A HARD-WORKING,

WELL EDUCAT ED I ND I V I D UA L WHO

LOVED I NNOVAT I ON , ADV ENT URE , AND

R I S K TA K I NG . A 1 9 7 4 GRADUAT E O F

AN SON I A H IGH SCHOOL , JAY B E CAME

EMP LOY ED AT S I KOR S K Y A I RC RA F T, A

D I V I S I ON OF UTC , FOR 29 YEAR S . JAY ’ S

T R EMENDOU S TH I R S T FO R KNOWLEDGE

LED H IM TO PU R S U E H I S ED UCAT I ON I N

B U S I N E S S AND MANAGEMENT, WH I LE

S IMU LTANEOU S LY S T UDY I NG AND

EXC ELL I NG I N SOO BAHK DO KARAT E ,

C L IM B I NG MOUNT BLANC AND THE

FRENCH ALP S , A ND RUNN I NG I N TH E

NEW YORK C I T Y MARATHON .

“In addition to hismany other interests,our sonwas always intomusic,

art, and photography,” said his mother,Mrs. Evelyn Amico. “In high

school he had a band (he was the guitarist) and they would always

practice at our house. He loved taking pictures, put many to music,

and oftenmade presentations to interested groups, including schools.”

When he passed away suddenly in 2006, donations from family,

friends, and co-workers came pouring in. His parents, Nick and

Evelyn Amico, established the Jay Amico Scholarship Fund for Art

andMusic through the Valley Community Foundation to honor and

help others who shared the same love of art and music as Jay.

“Our son accomplished some pretty amazing things,”saidNickAmico.

“He loved being innovative in everything he did, from working at

Sikorsky to mountain climbing, to scuba diving,karate and photogra-

phy. He was one of the most active people I’ve ever known. Most

people only dream of having a “full” life. Jay was fortunate to have

truly lived his to the fullest.”

“We hope that this Fund will help others to achieve their goals.” said

Mrs.Amico. “Your dreams can become realities if you work hard and

believe in yourself. Jay certainly did.”

J O S EP H “ JAY ” A M I CO S C H O LA R S H I P F U N D
ES TA B LI S H ED 2 0 0 7

Sports and recreation value
Sports and recreation are important in the lives of Valley children and adults. Championship high school football, youth baseball leagues, marching bands, and beautiful golf
courses are Valley resources that make good sportsmanship and health part of the Valley tradition. A recent addition to the community’s health and recreation is the Derby
Greenway, officially opened in June 2006, which in the future, will extend into Ansonia and Shelton.

“Most people only dream of having a “full” life.
Jaywas fortunate to have truly lived his to the fullest.”

Joseph “Jay” Amico



THE MOT TO O F TH E ANC I EN T ORDER

O F TH E H I B ERN I AN S I N 1 5 6 5 WA S

“ F R I END SH I P, UN I T Y AND TRUE CHR I S -

T I AN CHAR I T Y . ” THAT MOT TO I S S T I LL

S T RONG TODAY AT THE DERBY D IV I S I ON

OF THE ANC I ENT ORDER OF THE H I BER -

N I AN S A S TH EY HAVE E S TA B L I S H ED A

P ERMANENT ENDOWED F UND W I TH TH E

VALLEY COMMUN I T Y FOUNDAT I ON

( VCF ) .

Division PresidentTimothy Dillon said, “It is our desire that grants

will be made from the Fund for Valley students to attend Roman

Catholic elementary schools or high schools, and/or to support

educational activities that promote understanding among people of

different backgrounds, and/or to fulfill our motto of “friendship,

unity and Christian charity.”

The Ancient Order of the Hibernians has been in existence for nearly

450 years. It was originally established by those of Irish descent to

protect the Catholic Church and defend its members from bigoted

oppression. The Derby Division began in 1981, and is currently open

to those persons of Irish Ancestry who are practicing Catholics. “We

serve all theValley towns,”saidMr.Dillon,who is also amember of the

Valley Community Foundation Board ofDirectors. “We had received

two bequests several years ago but formany years themoney just sat in

our bank account. Once theVCFwas established,we determined that

it was a great vehicle for us to channel our funds throughout the

Valley wherever they needed to go.”

It is theOrder’s goal to have its members add to the Fund individually

in the future. “The Valley Community Foundation has done a won-

derful job with other organizations such as the Derby Public Library

in managing and distributing funds through their endowment,” said

Mr.Dillon. “They truly served our needs perfectly,andwe look forward

toworkingwith them to continue to grow our Fund for years to come.”

T H E A N C I ENT ORDER O F H I B ERN I A N S , D ERB Y D I V I S I O N F U N D
ES TA B LI S H ED 2 0 0 7

The Ancient Order of Hibernians, Derby Division,
march in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade

V A L L E Y C O M M U N I T Y F O U N D A T I O N

A N N U A L R E P O R T 2 0 0 7
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“They truly served our needs perfectly, andwe look forward toworkingwith them
to continue to grow ourFund for years to come.”
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6 PAUL HERSHEY KNEW HARD WORK , BOTH

A S A CH I LD ON H I S FAM I LY ’ S FARM , AND

LAT ER A S A YOUNG MAN WORK I NG I N

TH E FACTOR I E S O F H I S HOME S TAT E O F

P ENN S Y LVAN I A . I N TH E EA RLY 1 9 2 0 ’ S ,

H ER SH EY CAME TO CONNECT I C U T,

LOOK I NG FOR O P PORT UN I T Y . A SMALL

TOOL SHO P ON CAROL I N E S T REET I N

DERB Y , C LO S ED A F T ER WORLD WAR I ,

WA S FO R S A LE , AND HER SH EY S AW THE

CHANCE TO S TA RT H I S OWN BU S I N E S S .

TH E TOOL SHO P GREW ; TH E BU S I N E S S

B E CAME HER SH EY META L P RODUCT S

AND MOVED TO LARGER H EADQUART ER S

I N AN SON I A . F ROM THE EARLY DAY S ,

THROUGH THE DEPRES S I ON AND WORLD

WAR I I , HERSHEY METAL S HAD THE UP S

AND DOWN S O F A CONNECT I C U T

MANU FACT URER . I N 1 9 4 0 , J OHN FREY ,

A L S O F ROM PENN S Y LVAN I A , CAME TO

CONNECT I CU T AND BEGAN WORK AT H I S

UNCLE ’ S COMPANY .

After serving inWorldWar II and then earning his engineering degree

at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, New York, John Frey

returned toHersheyMetals. He took charge of repairing the factories

and supervised the renovations from the severe damage from the ’55

Flood. Later, he became the head of manufacturing. The company

employed hundreds of Valley people over the years, includingmultiple

generations of the same families. Hershey Metals products were di-

verse, from parts for commercial and military aircraft, including the

indicator light for the Apollo spacecraft; to parts for everyday

products, such as hand tools,mechanical pencils, electric brooms, and

beer taps.

Fromhis arrival in theValley, PaulHershey ledmany civic projects and

gave to community organizations. He and other industrial leaders were

instrumental in supporting the expansion of GriffinHospital and the

Physical Medicine Department was named in memory of Hershey’s

“Fromhis arrival in theValley,PaulHershey ledmany civic projects
and gave to community organizations.”

F REY H ER S H EY F O U N DAT I O N F U N D
ES TA B LI S H ED 2 0 0 7

Paul Hershey



“Iwant to find young peoplewho are interested in engineering,and,hopefully,
after graduation, theywill consider continuing to live in the area and starting

their ownbusinesses.”

wife, Mary. John Frey succeeded Paul Hershey as President of

HersheyMetals in 1970 and,in the 1980’s, JohnFrey also expanded the

charitable foundation Hershey had started in 1954, renaming it

the Frey-Hershey Foundation. Supporting the programs that served

the community and their employees has always been important to the

Hershey and Frey families. With personal contributions,and through

their Foundation, they give to many Valley organizations.

Mr.Frey also has a special objective to grow young people’s interest in

science,and through theHershey Frey Scholarship at theUniversity of

New Haven, students from Valley towns are awarded aid to pursue

degrees in science and engineering. For the 2007-08 academic year,

six scholarships have been awarded to students fromAnsonia and Shel-

ton. Frey looks forward to the number and amount of awards

continuing to grow over time. “I want to find young people who are

interested in engineering, and, hopefully, after graduation, they will

consider continuing to live in the area and starting their own

businesses.”

JohnFrey’s son-in-law,EinarGudjohnsen,joined the company in 1989

as Director of Engineering. The company changed its name toHMP

industries in 1993 and Mr. Gudjohnsen is now the HMP’s CEO.

Since the mid 1990’s the company has focused on upgrading to

modern computer controlled (CNC) machine tools and shifting its

market emphasis towardsmore complex,high-tech product categories,

including electronics and medical applications. Current products

include components for industrial hand tools, transportation systems,

electronic paper handling equipment, surgical tools and dental

implants.

Gudjohnsen, and his wife, Jane, work with Mr. and Mrs. Frey to

continue their philanthropy through the Frey-Hershey Foundation

Fund at the Valley Community Foundation. Wanting to insure the

Frey-Hershey Foundation’s support of the Valley in perpetuity, John

Frey transferred the Foundation assets to the VCF in 2006 creating a

donor advised fund. Frey, his wife, Mildred, and the Gudjohnsens

serve as advisers to the Fund.
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Manufacturing and business, past and present
The Valley prospered through agriculture, a successful foreign
maritime trade, and finally manufacturing. Products such as

communications wire and cable, copper and brass, paper and latex
foam, machine parts, and personal care products were made in
the Valley. The population grew as German, Irish, Italian
and Slavic immigrants and African-Americans from

the South streamed in to take the jobs offered by the
factories. Now Route 8 links the Valley to New

York and has transformed the community
again as a booming business center.

V A L L E Y C O M M U N I T Y F O U N D A T I O N

A N N U A L R E P O R T 2 0 0 7

Mr. and Mrs. John Frey

HMP Industries
Precision Machined Product
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ARTHUR BOGEN HA S S P ENT MUCH O F

H I S L I F E WORK I NG TO PROTECT AND PRE -

S ERV E TH E ENV I RONMENT. “ I B EL I EV E

WE A LL NEED TO B E S T EWARD S O F TH E

EARTH DUR I NG OUR T IME AND P LAC E

H ERE , ” S A I D MR . BOGEN . “ TH E ENV I -

RONMENT HA S NOT HAD AN EA S Y T IME

OF I T. WE NEED TO LOOK BEYOND WHAT

WE CAN S EE R I GH T NOW, DO NO HARM ,

AND MAKE A CONT R I B U T I ON THAT W I LL

HELP OTHER S I N THE F U TURE . ”

That’s why in the fall of 2006,Mr.Bogen established the “Future Fund”

at the Valley Community Foundation. The purpose of the Fund is to

help the earth, with a preference for scholarships or other support to

encourage students interested in the environment,and/or to help peo-

ple who have experienced childhood trauma restore their sense of self.

“I know first hand the effect abuse can have on people, especially

children,” said Mr.Bogen. “It’s extraordinarily important for them to

feel worthy, to have a sense of redemption. They need to know that no

matter what they’ve been through,that they can trust in life. Hopefully

this Fund will make a difference for them and help to build back their

self-esteem.”

Mr. Bogen has a lifelong connection with the Valley. “I know many

of the Board members who helped form the Valley Community

Foundation,andmade it what it is today. I wanted to be someonewho

supports the VCF and helps themmake it strong.”

Mr.Bogen’s goal is to grow the Future Fund over time. “The earth is

going to need all the help we can give it,”he said. “I want to thank the

Board and its staff for their dedication in creating the Foundation.

Their vision created a resource to help keep the Valley and its people

growing stronger each day. ”

T H E F U T URE F UND
ES TA B LI S H ED 2 0 0 7

“We need to look beyond what we can see right now, do no harm, and
make a contribution that will help others in the future.”

Agriculture, past and present
The early fertile green lands and forests of the Valley were spotted with clearings for farms and grazing cattle. As
the nineteenth century progressed, dairy and other farm products became a main source of revenue when sold in
cities. Valley farms were among the first to adopt mechanized and scientific farm techniques. Many still produce
local produce and other agricultural products.

Arthur Bogen
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PAUL KONWERSKI ’ S LIFE WAS ALL ABOUT

PEOPLE AND EDUCATION. HE WAS ONE OF

THE FIRST LAYMEN IN THE COUNTRY TO

RECEIVE A MASTER’S IN RELIGIOUS EDUCA-

T ION FROM FAIRFIELD UNIVERSITY, AND

TAUGHT SOCIAL STUDIES AT SHELTON HIGH

SCHOOL FOR 37 YEARS, SERVING AS CHAIR

OF THE SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT UNTIL

HIS RETIREMENT IN 2000. He was a member of the

Connecticut and National Education Associations as well as the

Shelton EducationAssociation where he was amember of the Ethics,

Publicity, andTeacher of the Year Committees. He touched so many

lives throughout his career, that when numerous gifts were received in

his memory upon his passing in 2007 it was only fitting that his

family chose to establish a family fund in his honor.

“Through his life and work, our Dad inspired a commitment to

service and social justice—whether that was to school, church, family,

or the environment. Theway he lived his life and the lessons he taught

live on in his students, friends, and family,” said son Peter Konwerski.

Older son, Paul Konwerski agreed. “Growing up in and around the

Valley, I couldn’t go anywhere without someone who knewmy father:

the insurance agent,mortgage broker, bankers, even the police. They

would all tell me he was a great man who was very fair. Everyone

dreams of helping the community but only a few do. By setting up

this Fund, we wanted to carry on the lessons learned from both our

parents in helping and caring for people and your community.”

It is clear that the children of Paul Konwerski learned many lessons

about philanthopy and community fromboth their parents. “I’m abun-

dantly proud ofmy children for their decision to set up the Paul J.Kon-

werski Family Fund in memory of their father,” said Paul’s wife of 38

years,GloriaVanDelft Konwerski. “Paul and I often spoke with great

respect of the people who made financial contributions to the needs

and children of the Naugatuck Valley. Our wish was to be able to

offer a similar legacy one day. Their father would be thrilled!”

Grants from the Paul J. Konwerski Family Fund will be made with

recommendations from the family for a variety of programs and

organizations in the Valley, including education. “Dad’s reputation

opened many doors and conversations in the Valley,” said daughter

AmyKonwerski. “Wehope that his lively spirit can continue to spread

to the next generation.” “OurDad spent nearly his whole life living or

working in the Valley,” added daughter Julie Mauri. “As a family, we

created this Fund so his generosity, compassion, and commitment to

community and caring can continue long into the future.”

PAU L KO N W ER S K I FA M I LY F U N D
ES TA B LI S H ED 2 0 0 7

“Through his life and work, our Dad inspired a commitment to service and
social justice—whether thatwas to school, church, family, or the environment.”

Paul J. Konwerski
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NORMAN SANTA S TA RT ED WORK I NG FOR

H I S DAD ’ S O I L B U S I N E S S WHEN HE WA S

J U S T E IGHT YEARS OLD . BY THE T IME HE

WAS I N H IGH SCHOOL , H E WAS WORK I NG

PA RT T IME DEL I V ER I NG O I L A S S OON A S

S CHOOL LET OU T. A F T ER S ERV I NG I N

TH E MAR I N E S F ROM 19 5 2 TO 1 9 5 4 , H E

RE T U RNED HOME AND WENT BACK TO

TH E O I L B U S I N E S S , WHERE H E WORKED

UNT I L H I S RET I REMENT I N 2004 .

“I came from a family of four brothers and one sister,” saidMr.Santa.

“We all worked together with mymom and dad, and the business just

grew. We originally lived in Stratford,and thenmoved toHuntington

in 1956, and have made the Valley our home ever since.”

Mr.Santa knows what it is like not to attend college and that there are

many students of all ages throughout the Valley who would like to

improve themselves. That’s why he and his wife Janet have established

the Norman K. and Janet Santa Fund with the Valley Community

Foundation.

“There is a great need for skilled workers today,” said Mr. Santa.

“Electricians,plumbers,people whoworkwith their hands. This Fund

is geared to helping them to achieve their goals.”

Mr.Santa has a deep commitment to the Valley,having been active in

the Boys and Girls Club of the Lower Naugatuck Valley, the

Housatonic Council Boy Scouts, the Shelton VFW and American

Legion, the Shelton Inland Wetlands Commission, the Shelton Tax

ReviewBoard and the SheltonEconomicDevelopmentCommission.

Mr. Santa also served as the former president of H. B. Brownson

Country Club and was an Alderman for the City of Shelton. “I’m

pleased to beworkingwith theValleyCommunity Foundation because

it has such tremendous potential,”he said. “The Valley is a great and

very positive community. I’m glad to be able to help those who are

pursuing non-traditional options to keep it growing stronger now and

in the future.”

V A L L E Y C O M M U N I T Y F O U N D A T I O N

A N N U A L R E P O R T 2 0 0 7

T H E JA N E T N . A N D N O R M A N K . S A N TA F U N D
ES TA B LI S H ED 2 0 0 7

“There is a great need for skilledworkers today.Electricians, plumbers, peoplewho
workwith their hands. ThisFund is geared to helping them to achieve their goals.”

Volunteerism
Civic engagement and volunteerism are hallmarks of the Valley. Committed

citizens serve as volunteer fireman, ambulance and rescue workers, and as
trustees of churches and numerous non-profit organizations. TheUnitedWay’s Volunteer

Action Center matches volunteer interests with community needs.

Janet N. and Norman K. Santa
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NEARLY 1 5 Y EA R S AGO , T H E VALLEY

UN I T ED WAY RECOGN I ZED THE VALUE OF

C REAT I NG AN ENDOWMENT THROUGH

THE COMMUN I T Y FOUNDAT I ON O F

GREAT ER NEW HAVEN . “WE WERE

TRULY AHEAD OF OUR T IME I N CREAT I NG

TH E HER I TAGE F UND , ” S A I D VALLEY

UN I T ED WAY EXECU T I V E D I R E C TOR

J OHN WAL SH . “WE LOOKED TO TH E

FOUNDAT ION TO P ROV I DE U S W I TH LONG

T ERM I N V E S TMENT S U P PORT, ADM I N I S -

T RAT I ON , AND MANAGEMENT TO A S S I S T

U S I N MA I N TA I N I NG OUR CHAR I TA B LE

A S S ET S I N P ERP ETU I T Y . ” The Heritage Fund also

provides a way for donors who support the community’s health

and human service needs through the Valley United Way to

continue that support through a gift by will or other planned gift.

Late in the summer of 2006, the United Way transferred its

“Heritage Fund”endowment to the Valley Community Foundation.

“The VCF has done an outstanding job throughout the past several

years building a strong financial base to make additional monies

available for community grant making. It was only natural for us to

bring our funds back into the Valley, allowing us the flexibility in the

distribution of our assets, and the ability to assist the VCF in

building philanthropy right here in the Valley.”

The Heritage Fund has become a component fund of the Valley

Community Foundation, under the same terms and conditions under

which the Fund existed at the Community Foundation for Greater

NewHaven. “It’s all about local control,”saidMr.Walsh. “Having the

VCF manage this account for us allows us to direct support to where

it is needed while still benefiting from the investment power of the

CFGNH. It’s truly the best of both worlds, and we look forward to

continuing to develop this relationship and this Fund in the coming

years.”

T H E VA LLEY U N I T ED WAY H ERI TAG E F U N D
ES TA B LI S H ED 2 0 0 7

“We looked to theFoundation to provide uswith long term investment
support, administration,andmanagement to assist us inmaintaining our

charitable assets in perpetuity.”

Valley United Way Corporate Volunteer Council volunteers giving back to the community.



FOR PETER VARTELAS, GROWING UP DURING

THE DEPRESSION IN THE VALLEY AS THE SON

OF HARD-WORKING GREEK IMMIGRANT PAR-

ENTS MEANT HELPING OUT AT THE FAMILY

GROCERY STORE IN ANSONIA EVERYDAY AFTER

SCHOOL AND ON WEEKENDS. IT ALSO MEANT

FREQUENT TRIPS TO THE VALLEY YMCA

(CALLED THE ANSONIA YMCA AT THAT TIME)

TO PLAY COUNTLESS HOURS OF HIS FAVORITE

SPORT - BASKETBALL. SO IT WAS NO SURPRISE

THAT IN 1987 HE CREATED THE INVEST IN

YOUTH FUND AT THE VALLEY YMCA WHICH

PAYS FOR THE MEMBERSHIP FEES FOR CHIL-

DREN WHOSE FAMILIES CAN’T AFFORD THEM.
“Through Mr. Vartelas’ generosity, more than 2,000 children have

now benefited from the Fund,” said Valley YMCA Executive

Director Suzanne Reilly. “His gifts have helped us to serve the

community in so many special ways. We are pleased to honor his

memory by establishing the Peter Vartelas Invest in Youth Fund

through the Valley Community Foundation.”

Peter Vartelas was proud to make the Valley his home. After working

a short time on oil pipelines in Caspar,Wyoming at the age of 19, he

returned home toAnsonia and apprenticed to a local roofing company.

In 1958, he established Valley Roofing and Siding, which is now run

by his son’s Paul andChris. “Our father alwaysmade everyone hemet

feel like amillion dollars,”said PaulVartelas. “Everywhere he went,he

knew someone,and would strike up a conversation with them – about

their family,or a sport they played in high school.He built his business

through hard work and integrity – and he kept his word to his

customers who invariably became his friends. He always cared about

the well being of other people – but his family came first. If other kids

growing up had dads like him,theworldwould be amuch better place.

I miss my dad more and more each day – the world truly lost a really

great and generous man.”

“Our father was very humble,” said daughter Larissa Cristiano. “He

achieved great success in his lifetime,but he always rememberedwhere

he came from. Hewas so compassionate to those who did not have as

much, and he raised his family on that belief.” Brother Chris Vartelas

agreed. “The values our father brought us up with will be ingrained in

our lifestyles forever. For amanwho accomplished somuch in life,his

modesty and simplicity is what we cherish most. We are so blessed to

have many great memories of him. Although words can't express the

impact he had on us, his legacy will speak volumes.”

One of the students who has benefited from Peter’s contributions is

AnsoniaHigh School All State RunningBackAlexThomas,anAHS

junior recruited by many Ivy League schools. Alex was also named as

one of theYouth of theYear at theValleyYMCA. “The Invest inYouth

program has benefited me significantly, and I am very grateful for it,”

said AlexThomas. “Getting a membership to the YMCA has given

me the opportunity to lift whichmakesme a better football player,and

more importantly through football I have been given the opportunity

of getting into some excellent colleges.”

“Peter was so happy to have created this Fund,” said his wife Tekla

Vartelas. “He said that life had been good to him through his business

and other endeavors. This was his way of giving back to the commu-

nity, and helping to keep kids off of the streets. He was so generous to

us all,with a keen sense of humor and wit that kept us all smiling.No

matter how busy he was, he never missed our children’s school or

sporting events. Hewas always there for us and his belovedValley. We

will be forever proud to be his family, and will do all that we can to

continue to support the Peter Vartelas Invest In Youth Fund.”
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“He achieved great success in his lifetime,but he always rememberedwhere
he came from. Hewas so compassionate to thosewho did not have asmuch,and

he raised his family on that belief.”

P E T ER J . VART ELAS
I N V E S T I N YO U T H F U N D

ES TA B LI S H ED 2 0 0 7

Peter Vartelas
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T H E VA RT ELA S  S TA M O S FA M I LY F U N D
ES TA B LI S H ED 2 0 0 7

TH I S F UND I S E S TA B L I S H ED B Y TH E

VART ELA S AND STAMO S FAM I L I E S I N

HONOR OF THE I R B ELOVED PARENT S AND

GRAND PA RENT S , J OHN AND PARA S KEV E

VONETES VARTELA S . Talking about what he, his sib-

lings and numerous cousins are building, Greg Stamos says, “We

want to remember and honor the sacrifices made by our grand-

parents, two Greek immigrants who over a century ago

established a new home together in the Valley, and to perpetuate

their legacy of selfnessness, compassion and concern for others.”

Many tales, large and small, abound about John and Paraskeve’s self-

lessness; whether it was their door always being open and Paraskeve’s

table overflowing for all of their friends, John refusing to send out

charge account bills from his market to struggling families during the

Great Depression years or upon being told that someone had stolen

chickens from the backyard coop, remarking “thank God we had

chickens for someone to steal.”Their true essence, however, was cap-

tured by their willingly accepting a request by a distant relative from

Greece to take in and raise her two teenage boys whose father had

been killed by the Communists during the postWorldWar II Greek

CivilWar,adding them to and treating them as equals to their nine (9)

children.

The Vartelas-Stamos Family Fund is composed of four component

sub-funds. It generally recognizes the significance of the Vartelas

Family FoodMarket,which served as a social fulcrum of the Vartelas

family on Maple Street in Ansonia for half a century until being

washed away in the Flood of 1955. At that market, John and

Paraskeve’s children learned the values of hard work,honesty, integrity

and fairness.The site is nowVartelas Park,anAnsonia park that serves

as a reminder of the labors and sacrifices of the many immigrants of

various ethnicities and faiths that comprise the social fabric of the

Valley, and the resilience and rebirth of its citizens and the Valley

following that natural disaster.

One component fund is the previously endowedMaryVartelas Stamos

Fund,which serves general charitable purposes and funds projects that

served Mary’s beloved birthplace of Ansonia, such as the Valley

Y.M.C.A., the BirminghamGroup and the Boys and Girls Club. In

addition, the Peter Vartelas Scholarship Fund and the George

Vartelas Scholarship Fund provide scholarships to needy graduates of

AnsoniaHigh School for purposes of secondary education. The heart

and soul of the Fund,however, is the largest component sub-fund, the

Agape Fund, named for the Greek word for love and charity towards

others,which will support general philanthropic purposes with special

emphasis on providing assistance to those most in need, including in

particular those facing obstacles presented by virtue of the

immigrant experience. Such emphasis truly honors the legacy of John

and Paraskeve.

“Wewant to remember and honor the sacrificesmade by our grandparents, twoGreek
immigrantswho over a century ago established a newhome together in theValley, and to

perpetuate their legacy of selfnessness, compassion and concern for others.”

John and Paraskeve Vartelas and their nine children (l-r):
Paul, Mary, Jeremiah, Constantine, Alfreda, James,Theodore, George and Peter

V A L L E Y C O M M U N I T Y F O U N D A T I O N
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A N G ELI NA M . V I TALI A N D VA LEN T I NA V. V I TA LI F U N D
ES TA B LI S H ED 2 0 0 7

VALENT I NA V I TA L I HAD A DEEP LOV E

FOR TH E VALLEY . SH E WA S BORN AND

RA I S ED IN DERBY BY I TAL IAN IMM IGRANT

PA RENT S AUGU S TO AND MARCELLA

V I TA L I , A LONG W I TH HER S I S T ER AN -

GEL I NA , AND HER BROTHERS LOU I S AND

NEL SON . SHE MOVED TO WASH I NGTON ,

D .C . , A ND WORKED FOR TH E

GOVERNMENT FOR 4 2 Y EA R S UNT I L H ER

RET I R EMENT, WHEN SH E RE T URNED

HOME TO L I V E TH E REMA I NDER O F H ER

L I F E W I TH HER MOTHER AND S I S T ER .

Valentina wanted to honor Angelina, who, except for attending the

College of New Rochelle, lived in the Valley for her entire life. She

worked at DerbyHigh School first as a biology teacher, and then later

served as Vice Principal of the school until her retirement.

Miss Vitali’s first cousin,Dorothy Saldamarco, discussed the possibil-

ity of creating a Fund through the community foundation that would

forever remember theVitali name in theValley. Mrs.Saldamarco and

her husbandFrank had established such a Fund themselves to preserve

her father’s name and to honor his memory. “I said to her,Val, this is

something you can do,too,”saidMrs.Saldamarco. “It’s a great idea,and

can help so many people here in the Valley. She must have thought it

was, too, and worked with her attorneys, Sabetta and Sabetta in

Shelton, to remember the Foundation in her will.”

In doing so, MissVitali is the first person to have left a bequest to the

Valley Community Foundation. Her gift will establish the

Angelina M. Vitali and Valentina V. Vitali Fund which supports a

broad range of local needs. “Val came from a family that was raised to

save,”saidMrs.Saldamarco. “But it’s also important to use yourmoney

to benefit others who can really use it. Val Vitali was fortunate to have

had the resources to keep her family’s name alive and to help the

Valley for years to come.”

V A L L E Y C O M M U N I T Y F O U N D A T I O N

A N N U A L R E P O R T 2 0 0 7
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“ValVitaliwas fortunate to have had the resources to keep her family’s name
alive and to help theValley for years to come.”

Angelina M. and Valentina V. Vitali
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WO M EN I N N E T WORKI N G  W I N  F U N D
ES TA B LI S H ED 2 0 0 7

TEAMWORK HA S MADE QU I T E A F EW

REMARKA B LE TH I NG S HA P P EN S I N C E

TH E S E DYNAM I C VALLEY WOMEN CAME

TOGETH ER . TH E GREAT ER VALLEY

CHAMBER O F COMMERCE WOMEN I N

NETWORK I NG (WIN ) GROU P WA S

FO UNDED I N 2 0 0 2 B Y S UCC E S S F U L B U S I -

N E S SWOMEN I N TH E VALLEY WHO MEET

TW I C E EACH MONTH AT TH E CHAMBER

OR O F F S I T E AT A CHAMBER MEMBER

LOCAT I ON TO D I S C U S S COMMON I S S U E S .

I T I S T H E F I R S T GROU P O F I T S K I ND TO

S ERV I C E TH E S I X -TOWN REG I ON O F TH E

NAUGATUCK R I VER VALLEY .
In 2003, the members of WIN learned that there were no grant

programs in the area available for women-owned businesses.They

voted to use excess funds available in their treasury to establish the

Women in Networking Grant program, which provides financial

assistance to women entrepreneurs 18 years or older in the Greater

Valley area. With the establishment of a permanent endowed fund

at the Valley Community Foundation, in addition to their annual

efforts raising money for the grants program, they have insured

that funds will be available for women-owned businesses in the

Valley forever.

“Wehad been having conversationswith theVCF for quite some time,”

said WIN Chair Cara Mocarski. “We wanted to ensure that the

program would continue to outreach to women, and foster the

entrepreneurial spirit in the Valley. Giving back to the community is

so important to all of us – and the Foundation provided a great

vehicle for us to achieve our goals for posterity.”

“We are very proud of the Women in Networking group,” said

Chamber President Bill Purcell. “What they have accomplished in the

few short years that they have been in existence speaks volumes about

their enthusiasm and determination. This Fundwill help to ensure that

the goals they have for the future ofwomen owned businesses through-

out the Valley will be met both now and in years to come.”

“TheChamber has been so supportive of ourwork,”saidMs.Mocarski.

“From the very beginning they’ve believed in us and what we wanted

to do. Their partnershipwith theFoundation has allowed us to take this

program to the next level and to truly make a difference in the lives of

businesswomen throughout the Valley for generations to come.”

“Giving back to the community is so important to all of us –
and theFoundation provided a great vehicle for us to achieve our goals for posterity.”

Members of Women In Networking
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2007 COMMUNI T Y INVE S T M ENT S A ND G RA NT S

The Valley Community Foundation makes grants that carry out
the intentions of donors while responding to needs and anticipat-
ing community opportunities. Grants from donor advised funds
are made with the participation of the donors. Earlier this year, the
Board approved a grant to the Birmingham Health Services
Group’s Umbrella and Young Adult Services programs from the
Joseph A. Pagliaro Sr. Family Fund, recommended by the family.

Grants are made from designated funds to support specific
organizations as expressed by individual donors or organizations,
such as the Derby Public Library or Oak Cliff Cemetery
Association.The Foundation also holds endowed scholarship funds
dedicated to providing assistance to students for secondary and
post-secondary education and training.

Through an agreement with The Community Foundation for
Greater NewHaven, the VCF receives a grant from the Frank and
Ross Gates Fund to support its operations and for grants or
initiatives. With this grant, the VCF ran the Endowment Chal-
lenge Program through which six organizations received transfers
from the VCF which matched new gifts raised by the organiza-
tions to create permanent designated funds for their benefit.

The VCF is also building resources for additional flexible grant-
making, through named funds which express a field of interest or
give discretion to the Board. In addition,The Community Fund,
the Valley’s permanent endowment, will make grants to meet
challenges and opportunities now and in the future.

The VCF Board adopted the following guidelines for VCF
grantmaking:

• Be responsible in fulfilling the intentions of donors in the
context of current needs and opportunities

• Focus on the long-term perspective of community betterment

• Make investments in activities which grow philanthropy because
philanthropy is a major contributor to the quality of life in a
community

• Emphasize increasing giving by individuals

• Listen to diverse groups and interests in the community and
respect community knowledge and experience

• Support the work of the community’s non-profit organizations,
both individually and as they organize in groups, so that VCF is
an additive resource, not as a duplicative competitor

• Provide positive visibility for, and understanding of, the Valley
Community Foundation.

To inquire about grants from the VCF, please contact the Foun-
dation staff by calling 203-225-0880 or check for grant application
guidelines on the VCF website: www.valleyfoundation.org.

JOSEPH “JAY” AMICO SCHOLARSHIP FUND
To Central Connecticut State University for Joseph Imbro $150
To Southern Connecticut State University for Nadia Gaddis $150

COHEN FAMILY BOOK FUND
To the Derby Public Library for book purchases $2,000

DOLLY AND LOU DEFILIPPO FUND
To the Derby Public Schools for scholarships $2,000

DERBY PUBLIC LIBRARY FUND
To the Derby Public Library from their endowment $28,708

DISCRETIONARY FUNDS THROUGH A GRANT
FROM THE FRANK AND ROSS GATES FUND
OF THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION FOR GREATER
NEW HAVEN
To Ansonia Community Action for emergency
operating support and for organizational planning $10,000

To the Derby Historical Society for the Day
in 1762 Educational Program $1,000

To the Valley YMCA Sprinters Club for an
electronic timing system $1,500

To the Parent Child Resource Center in honor of
David Grant’s Platinum Award from the Greater
Valley Chamber of Commerce $500

To Center Stage in honor of David Grant’s Platinum Award
from the Greater Valley Chamber of Commerce $500

To the Boys and Girls Club of the Lower Naugatuck Valley $500
in honor of David Grant’s the Platinum Award
from the Greater Valley Chamber of Commerce

To the Women In Networking Fund at
the VCF to match new gifts $1,000

To the Valley Parish Nurses in honor of their Silver
Award from the Greater Valley Chamber of Commerce $1,000

To Area Congregations Together Spooner House in
honor of Carolyn Schuster’s Gold Seal Award from
the Greater Valley Chamber of Commerce $500

I N 2 0 0 7 T H E F O L L O W I N G G R A N T S A N D T R A N S F E R S W E R E M A D E :
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G R A N T S A N D T R A N S F E R S  C O N T. 

To St. Vincent DePaul in honor of Robert Lally’s Gold Seal
Award from the Greater Valley Chamber of Commerce $500

To the Parent Child Resource Center in honor of
Michael Marcinek’s Gold Seal Award from the
Greater Valley Chamber of Commerce $500

To the Boys and Girls Club of the Lower Naugatuck Valley $500
and a transfer to the Julian A.Taylor Scholarship Fund $500
in recognition of Diane Stroman’s receipt of the
Charles Flynn Humanitarian Award from the Valley United Way

FREYHERSHEY FOUNDATION FUND
American Cancer Society, New England $1,000
American Rescue Medical Services $1,000
Area Congregations Together $1,000
Benhaven $2,000
Birmingham Group Health Services,The Umbrella $2,000
Birthright of Greater New Haven $1,000
Boys and Girls Club of the Lower Naugatuck Valley $5,000
Boy Scouts of America, Connecticut Yankee Council $1,000
Clark Memorial Library $1,000
Connecticut Children’s Medical Center $1,000
Connecticut Hospice $2,000
The Foundation School $1,000
Girl Scouts, Connecticut Trails Council $1,000
Griffin Hospital $3,000
Housatonic Council, Boy Scouts of America $1,000
National Right To Work Legal Defense and
Education Foundation $2,000
Recreation Camp $2,000
Ronald McDonald House Tree of Hope $1,000
Saint Raphael Foundation Endowment $4,000
The Salvation Army, Ansonia Corps $1,000
Seymour Ambulance Association $1,000
University of New Haven for Hershey Frey Scholarship $5,000
Valley American Red Cross $1,000
Valley United Way $2,000
Valley YMCA $1,000
VARCA $2,000
Waterbury Adult Education Technical Training Center $1,000
White Memorial Conservation Center $1,000

GEISSLER FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP FUND
To Johnson and Wales University for Patrick Glass $1,000

DAVID M. GRANT FAMILY FUND
To Area Congregations Together Spooner House $2,500
To Center Stage $250
To Griffin Hospital Cancer Center Campaign $2,500

PATRICIA M. KONDRATH SCHOLARSHIP FUND
To Academy of Our Lady of Mercy, Lauralton
Hall for Alissa Keyes $1,000

OAK CLIFF CEMETERY FUND
To the Oak Cliff Cemetery Association
from their endowment $139,500

ANN O’NEIL MEMORIAL FOR INTEGRITY FUND
To Southern Connecticut State University for
Anna Marie Rego $500

JOSEPH A. PAGLIARO, SR. FAMILY FUND
To the Birmingham Group Health Services forThe
Umbrella And Young Adult Services $1,663
To the Birmingham Group Health Services for
The Umbrella Program $1,000
To Rotary International South Asia Clean Water Initiative $857

PEPE FAMILY FUND
To the Housatonic Council, Boy Scouts of America $375
To the Birmingham Health Services Endowment $500

GEORGE AND BEATRICE RYAN
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
To the University of Connecticut and Amanda Telo $784

DOROTHY AND KENNETH SCHAIBLE FUND
To the Griffin Hospital Cancer Center Campaign $2,500
To the Valley United Way $10,000
To the Birmingham Health Services Fund at VCF $5,000

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS POST 597 FUND
To Ansonia High School for the Music Department $2,103

JOSEPH AND PAULINE WARICHAR
To the University of Connecticut for Elizabeth Bowman $1,000

Early inhabitants and history
The Valley area was inhabited by several Native
American tribes including the Paugassetts, Pequots,
and the Pootatucks for centuries. The Paugasuck
Indians, an Algonquin tribe, lived in the hills
surrounding the Housatonic and Naugatuck
river valleys.
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Michael J. Adanti Memorial

Golf Tournament

AJ's Center Service, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony D. Alessio

Estate of Joseph 'Jay' Amico

The Ancient Order of Hibernians,

Derby Division

Jeff Anderson

Joan Anderson

J.F. Anglace, Jr.

Mr. John Anglace

Anonymous

Androski Law Firm

Ansonia High School

John R. Asp

Sandra Barber

William C. and Judith Bassett

William H. Bassett

Robert and Nancy Bednarcik

William Berthold

Madeline Bottone

Boy Scout Troop #1

Greater Bridgeport Area Foundation

Orlando and Dolores Buccelly

Joseph Capone

Marie Cecarelli

Melanie J. Cecarelli

Rita Cecarelli

Kenneth M.Champlin and Associates

John Cleri

Barbara Clifford

Thomas P. Clifford, III

Jamie Cohen

Ian Cole

Virginia C. Costigan

Robert and Larissa Cristiano

Louis and Jeannette Dagostine

Darwin Professional Underwriters

Mildred M.Davey

Leigh and Susan Dawid

Nicholas and Doris DeFelice

Lou and Dolly DeFilippo Scholarship Fund

Stephen M.DeFrancesco

Steven Delgrego

Marsha Della-Giustina

Elizabeth DePaolo

Fran DeToro

Mary A.Dickinson

Timothy Dillon

Dolan Media Management Corporation

Mary Jane Drauss

Frank and Cecelia Driscoll

Frederick T. Dunn, III

George and Judith Dunne

Rodney Erickson

Doris E. Ferner

Jessica L. Fisher

Bart and JoLynn Flaherty

Paul and Joyce Flinter

Joseph and Marilyn Flynn

Theodore and Judith Fowler

Frey-Hershey Foundation

James A. and Janet Frost

Ronald and Frances Gabianelli

Peter Gajdosik

Rudy and Pat Gajdosik

Ann Galgot

Allegra and Gerard Gerlach

Richard and Catherine Girgenti

Jose Gonzalez, Jr.

David M.Grant Caterers

David M. and Gail Grant

Edward and Danyel Grant

Greater Valley Chamber of Commerce

Ronald Greski

Paris Stamos Heath

Mr. and Mrs. Heath

Mr. and Mrs. John Heerdt

Carol A.Heffernan

Betty Hilker

Dorothy Howenstine

Ella Iott

Constance Jarvis

Ted Jester

Elwin Jimmo

Lorraine, Laura, and Brett Johnson

Paul and Elizabeth Kecskes

M. Elizabeth Kennard

Mary P. Kennard

Barbara Kinzig

Mr. and Mrs.Theodore P. Klarides

Gerri-Lynn and Paul Konwerski

Gloria A. Konwerski

Mr. Peter A. Konwerski

Robert and Gail Kryvanis

Jane Kuzas

Mary C. Labranche

Babs and Frank LaJeunesse

Richard and Shirley Lasky, Sr.

James Leach

Bob and Mary Jane Liddel

Colleen Lieder

William, Colleen and Constance Lieder

Robert Lungarini

Nancy Lyon

Ioanna Madi

Joseph and Ruth Majoros

Julie Mauri

Katherine and Edward McCreery, III

Patrick F.McDonnell

William V.McDonnell, Jr.

Steven McEwan

James Melita

Alexandria M.Mennillo

Beverly L.Menosky

MaryAnn Meyer

James Mezza

Joseph Middelburg

Dave Morbito

Kevin Moyher

William Moyher

Wafaa Naggar

Al and Honey Nashman

2007 D ONOR S
We are grateful to the following donors who have made gifts to Valley Community Foundation Funds
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Elaine and William Nimons

Ronald and Renee Noren

Robert Norris

Joan and Stephen O'Shea

Carl and Beatrice Osborne, Jr.

Pagliaro Family Egg Hunt

Janice Park

Lisa Peccini

Jon and Kristen Pedersen

David and Carol Pendagast

Donald and Dot Pendagast

Lynne B. Perry

Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts Program

Veronica Pinchuk

Frank and Marie Pisacane

Donald and Lillian Poehailos

John E. Pokluda

Stephen and Jean Potter

Angela G. and William Powers

Marvin and Maureen Prewitt

William and Nancy Prutting

Joan Radin and Kellen Schult

Kathleen Radin

Joseph Radin-Morbito

Robyn M. Reilly

Linda Ribas

Gioia Jo Riccio

Angela and Joseph Richardson

David and Joan Rifkin

Norma W. Rifkin

Kenneth and Ronald Ritchie

Randy Ritter

Florence and James Robinson

David and Mary Rogers

Leah Rosen

George and Beatrice Ryan

James E. Ryan

Kenneth T. Ryan

Ryan and Tyma

Sharon Sako

Catherine Salamon

Anthony Saldamarco

Sally J. Saldamarco

Carol Salem

Norman and Janet Santa

Fran Saresky

Dorothy and Kenneth Schaible

Scinto Enterprises

Carol Senfield

Jonathan M. Shee

James E. Sheehy

Mary and Louis Sheehy

Mr. Robert Singletary

Madeleine Sobin

Richard St. George

Dorothy M. St. Jacques

Sharon Staffieri-Laccone

Paul Stamos

Carol L. Starkey

Jeanne and Joseph Stonoha

David J. Sullivan

Lauri A.Taylor

Ray Tellier Midget Football League

of West Haven, Inc.

Connie J.Testone

RobertThielen, Jr.

DominickThomas, Jr.

Christopher Tiano

Laurence and Mary Tosolini

Alan J.Tyma

United Illuminating Company

Valley United Way

Gus Vartelas

James J. Vartelas

James P. Vartelas

Jeremiah Vartelas

Jonathan Vartelas

Judy Vartelas

Ted Vartelas, CLU

Tekla Vartelas

Verizon Wireless

George and Iris Vlandis

Claudia Vollmer

Linda M.Walsh

Donald E.Warichar

Joseph R.Warichar

Philip Warner

Watamqua Employee Welfare Committee

WCVB TV

Thomas and Jodi Welch

Wellpoint Foundation

Lucille and Richard Wells

Susan Whetstone

Peter and Kit Wilkinson

Catherine and Edward Williams

William and Rosemary Wilson

Al and Norean Woodin

Joyce S. Yocher

Fred and Judi Young

Robert and Laura Zambrano

Rosemary J. Zavarella

Special thanks for Robert Scinto and Scinto

Enterprises for their donation of office space.

2007 D ONOR S
We are grateful to the following donors who have made gifts to Valley Community Foundation Funds

Valley veterans are proud of their service to their country.
From the Revolutionary War through the current deployment
of US troops throughout the world, Valley citizens have
honorably served this nation in uniform during times of
peace and conflict.
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THE GAT E S SOC I E T Y I S NAMED TO

HONOR FRANK AND ROS S GATES WHOSE

BEQUEST S HAVE BENEF I T ED THE VALLEY

COMMUN I T Y I N P RO FOUND WAY S , I N -

C LUD I NG S EED I NG TH E FORMAT I ON O F

THE VALLEY COMMUN I T Y FOUNDAT ION .

Endowment gifts, such as the Gates, provide permanent support
for purposes donors held dear during their lives. While increas-
ing in size, the Gates Fund has supported diverse Valley organi-
zations and initiatives, including capital and equipment
improvements, scouting trips and teen mentoring programs, and
emergency food, shelter and transportation services.

The Board of the Valley Community Foundation invites you to
become a member ofThe Gates Society which recognizes those
individuals who have included a charitable gift in their estate
plans through the Foundation.

The Gates Society provides a way to thank and honor individu-
als during their lifetimes for gifts that will come through their
estates. These gifts may contribute to an existing Fund, or with
a gift of $10,000 or more, can establish new funds with purposes
of the donor’s choosing. Gifts may be bequests through wills;
charitable trusts or annuities that pay the donors income during
their lives; and gifts of life insurance and retirement assets.

Donors have the sense of satisfaction that comes with making a
commitment to the future of this community through a
permanent endowment. Members will be listed in the Founda-
tion’s publications (unless donors prefer anonymity) and will be
kept current on Foundation programs and activities. Members
also provide a powerful example to others who are considering a
legacy gift. Foundation staff is available to The Gates Society
members and their financial and legal advisors to discuss their
estate and gift planning objectives.

T H E G AT ES S O C I E T Y O F T H E

VALLEY CO M M U N I T Y F O U N DAT I O N

Today’s generous and forward-thinking citizens leave a legacy
that will be the key to the future for generations to come.
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THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

*JAMES E. RYAN, CHAIRMAN

*JAMES E. COHEN, VICE CHAIRMAN

*M. ELIZABETH KENNARD, SECRETARY
*WILLIAM C. BASSETT

TIMOTHY P. DILLON, ESQ.
*DAVID M. GRANT

JOSEPH A. PAGLIARO, JR.
*MARY L. PEPE

*KENNETH E. SCHAIBLE

GREGORY STAMOS, ESQ.
LEON J. SYLVESTER
*ALAN J. TYMA, ESQ.
JOHN ZAPRZALKA

DIRECTORS EMERITI

*JOSEPH A. PAGLIARO, SR.
*DAVID M. RIFKIN

* MEMBERS OF THE FOUNDING

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ANGELA G. POWERS, PRESIDENT

A. F. DREW ALDEN, CFO

Pictured L-R Front Row:M. Elizabeth Kennard, Alan J. Tyma, Esq., Mary L. Pepe, A.F. Drew Alden, Angela G. Powers, Leon J. Sylvester,
Gregory Stamos, Esq., Timothy P. Dillon, Esq. Back Row: Joseph A. Pagliaro, Jr., James E. Ryan, James E. Cohen, Kenneth E. Schaible,
William C. Bassett, David M. Grant, John Zaprzalka
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Each Fund created through the
Valley Community Foundation is
a unique resource for the commu-
nity, now and in the future. The
following funds honor a loved one,
fuel a passion, help a student, and
insure a prosperous future. Each
reflects the personal values and
spirit of the donor who strives to
help others and leave a legacy of
thoughtful and effective giving.

M I C H A E L J . A D A N T I
C O M M U N I T Y F U N D
O C T O B E R 2 0 0 5
The Adanti family established this Fund with
the many gifts given in memory of Michael J.
Adanti. Linda Adanti,Michael’s wife, and
their daughter, Kristen Adanti-Pedersen
advise the Fund.

When his grandson J.J.’s kindergarten teacher
needed male volunteers, Poppy—Michael
Adanti—was there.Tie flipped back over his
shoulder, an apron tied about his waist, the
retired Southern Connecticut State University
president was ready to go shoulder to shoulder
with his little charges on whatever was the
craft du jour. “He always gave his time, and
his heart and soul to everything he did,” says
Linda, his wife of 40 years who, along with
their daughter Kristen, established the
Michael J. Adanti Memorial Community
Fund, to honor the man she’d known since
childhood. “He was very much involved in the
community and we wanted to keep his work
going.” Judging by the flood of correspon-
dence Linda received following Michael’s
tragic death in July 2005, his work was con-
siderable.There were the boards on which he
served, including Griffin Hospital, Yale New
Haven Hospital and the New Haven Sym-
phony; the many organizations to which he
donated quietly that acknowledged to her his
kindness; and the friends, family and youth he
aided either monetarily or by helping them
make connections to move forward in their
lives. “He never said ‘no’,” says Linda of the
man who loved the Valley where he began his
successful career in education as a teacher at
his alma mater, Ansonia High, and who
served as that city’s mayor from 1973-1977.

“If anyone called him for a favor or needed
something, he always figured out a way to help
them. I know he’d be happy to support the
Valley Community Foundation in its cause to
help the Valley.” The Fund has been set up to
make grants for general charitable purposes
because “Michael’s whole life was about giving
kids and others a break, a helping hand,” says
Linda.

J O S E P H “ J AY ” A M I C O
A R T I S T I C M E M O R I A L F U N D
M A Y 2 0 0 7
Established by Nicholas Amico, executor of
the estate of Joseph Amico and Jay’s father, to
provide scholarships to graduating students of
Ansonia High School. (see profile page 4)

T H E A N C I ENT ORDER O F

H I B ERN I A N S , D ERBY

D I V I S I O N F U N D

D E C E M B E R 2 0 0 7
Grants from this Fund will be made for Valley
students to attend Roman Catholic elementary
schools or high schools, and/or to support edu-
cational activities that promote understanding
among people of different backgrounds, and/or
to fulfill the motto of "friendship, unity and
Christian charity." (see profile page 5)

A N O N Y M O U S F U N D
A P R I L 2 0 0 6

B A S S E T T FA M I LY F U N D
D E C E M B E R 2 0 0 5
This Fund was established by Founding Board
MemberWilliam C.Bassett and his wife Judith
as a donor advised fund to support their various
community activities and as a means to involve
their children in philanthropy.

The Bassett family has a rich history in the Val-
ley, especially in Derby.The family’s beginnings
trace back to John andMargery Bassett who
immigrated to the United States from England
in 1642.They landed in Boston as indentured
servants, and after paying their debts, they
moved to NewHaven with their son Robert.
Robert’s son, Sgt.Robert Bassett bought part of
the Hawley Purchase in Derby in 1716.One
parcel at the foot of Great Hill on Silver Hill
Road was known as the Bassett Farm and three
more pieces were on Great Hill.The farm passed
down the male side of the Bassett Family for
generations, and was sold in 1926 whenWilliam
Bassett Sr. and his five siblings moved off the
farm.Bill Bassett was very mechanical as a boy.
When he was older, he was always putting some
kind of car together from scavenged parts.His
skills led him to start theW.E.Bassett Company
in 1939 at the age of 25.The company started as
a general machine shop and during the war it
made munitions parts.After the war when steel
was again available, the Bassett Company began
to make rubber heel washers, bag clips, and
various other metal parts. In 1947 Bill Bassett
designed the “TRIM”nail clipper and started
making them in his factory on Francis Street in
Derby. It was the first clipper made using mod-
ern manufacturing methods. It took the market
by storm and in 1952 a new plant was built on
Roosevelt Drive in Derby.Bill continued to add
products: nail files, tweezers, toenail clippers,
and a multi-bladed knife.The Derby plant was
expanded five times to accommodate the growth
and, in 1978, a second factory was built in
Shelton.That factory was expanded to double
its size in 1987, and in 1988 the company office
moved to Shelton.Bill Bassett was a very gener-
ous person and was trusted and respected by the
people with whom he worked.He was fair, hard
working and understanding of the needs of
others.He was involved with the Boy Scouts
and gave generously to them, both his time and
financial resources.Unfortunately,Bill became ill
in 1955 and was never able to return to work full
time.His older brother,Harry who was working
for him as head of manufacturing, stepped in
and ran the company very successfully as presi-
dent until 1976 when he became Chairman of
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the Board.Like his brother,Harry was also very
generous and believed as Bill did, that it was the
good Valley people that helped the company
become a success.Harry was involved in many
civic organizations, including the Valley Cham-
ber, Griffin Hospital, Boy Scouts, and Junior
Achievement.He established the very first
Valley Foundation with the Valley Chamber of
Commerce as fiduciary agent.Even though the
initial Foundation did not work out as he would
have liked,Harry felt that it was essential to
find long-term ways to support the non-profits
throughout the Valley.Both Bill and Harry set
a tone for the company of giving back to the
community.That philosophy continues today.
Now,more than 26 years later,Mr.Bassett’s son
and current Chairman of the Board ofThe
W.E.Bassett Company,William C.Bassett,
along with his wife Judy, and their children,
Lynne,Betsy and Bill are carrying on the Bassett
tradition of giving by starting the Bassett Family
Fund at the Valley Community Foundation.
“Judy and I along with our children wanted to
continue the legacy of giving that my father and
uncle established here in the Valley.The proceeds
from this Fund are to be used for community
services in the five Valley towns,” saidWilliam
C.Bassett.His daughter Lynne Bassett Perry
agreed saying, “Working with our parents and
the Valley Community Foundation,we hope to
support many worthwhile Valley organizations
now and in the future.Our hope is that this
Fund will help make the Valley a better place to
live and work for generations to come.”

B I R M I N G H A M G R O U P
H E A LT H S E RV I C E S , I N C .
F U N D
N OV E M B E R 2 0 0 5
As a participating organization in the Foun-
dation’s Endowment Challenge Program, this
is a designated fund to benefit Birmingham
Group Health Services, Inc. and gifts were
matched by the Foundation.

E DWA R D C E C A R E LLI
B O O K F U N D
D E C E M B E R 2 0 0 5
This Fund was established by the Cecarelli
Family of Derby to support the purchase of
books for the Derby Public Library.

As a lifelong citizen of Derby, civic leader and
former mayor, Ed Cecarelli discovered at a
young age the adventures of books and the

treasures that abounded at the Derby Public
Library. Ed spent many an afternoon there,
studying his Latin, history or English home-
work. An avid reader, he would spend hours
sitting at the window seat reading one of the
classics. One of his favorite books was Moby
Dick, read and re-read many times. As mayor,
Ed took an interest in every detail of the lives
of citizens in the community. He cared deeply
for his city and his old world approach to gov-
ernment was unique and heart warming. Ed’s
rich knowledge of the history of Derby was
truly a testament of his love for the city. His
devotion to his community and his passion for
books inspired his family to establish the Ed-
ward J. Cecarelli Book Fund as a lasting trib-
ute to him. Both Library patrons, Ed and his
wife Marie, a former Library Board member
active in the Library’s renovation and 100th
anniversary, shared a love for the library. A
very special family gift to Ed was a newWeb-
ster’s Unabridged Dictionary along with its
own bookstand. “The dictionary stood nearby
his desk and was referenced many times not
only by my father, but by our entire family,”
said son Joseph. “The dictionary served as an
important tool to settle some of the disputes
over the spelling or use of a word. It was not
uncommon for my father to recall a word
from Latin, and use the dictionary to uncover
the word’s derivation.”When asked to recall a
special memory about their father, Joseph and
his sisters MaryAnn and Melanie all agreed
that it had to be how he instilled in them a
sense of love, integrity, humility, and respect—
and his passion for books. “My father’s idea of
a great vacation was to be locked in the library
with an endless supply of coffee,” said
Melanie. All three children can still recall
many of their father’s favorite quotes. Says
MaryAnn, “Of all the quotations, his favorite
by far is the following fromWilliam Shake-
speare: ‘This above all: to thine own self be
true, And it must follow, as the night the day,
Thou canst not then be false to any man.’”
The quotation holds a special meaning to the
Cecarelli Family. It brings to mind the legacy
that Ed left behind to his children and grand-
children. A legacy that will continue to honor
Ed through a designated endowment support-
ing the purchase of books for the Derby
Public Library, now and in years to come.

C O H E N FA M I LY B O O K F U N D
D E C E M B E R 2 0 0 4
This Fund was established by the David
Cohen Family of Derby to support the pur-
chase of books for the Derby Public Library.

What do you get a happily married couple for
their 40th wedding anniversary when they say
they want nothing?That was the position the
family of Meyer and Jennie Cohen of Derby
found themselves in back in 1951. Deciding to
do something that would honor their parents
and last into perpetuity, their daughter-in-law,
Jane Cohen, established the Cohen Family
Book Fund, an endowment to support the
Derby Public Library. It began with three,
$40 donations to represent the 40 years of
marriage. And every anniversary thereafter,
the three Cohen children and their spouses
donated to the fund an amount equivalent to
their parents’ anniversary year. Over the years,
many gifts in honor of births, anniversaries or
individuals have been made to the book fund
by family and friends. “My grandfather was a
self-made, self-taught man who read a lot and
appreciated the library. He thought education
was the most important thing in the world,”
says Founding Board Member Jamie Cohen,
speaking of his grandfather, who arrived in the
United States from Vilnius, Lithuania at age
12 in 1898, with no formal education. “The
Derby Public Library has been very important
to our family over the years,” adds Jamie.
Meyer and Jennie Cohen’s late son, David, a
local lawyer and judge, whose office was lo-
cated above his own father’s dress shop at 221
Main Street, was an avid reader and library
patron, and his wife, Jane, served as a member
of the library’s board of directors for 25 years.
Jamie, himself a lawyer, who served as vice
president of the library board, recalls visiting
the library two to three times a week in his
youth.The Cohen family also underwrote the
recent historic restoration of the library’s orig-
inal vestibule and lobby. “It allows the library
to supplement its budget and purchase books
it otherwise would not be able to afford,” says
Jamie. Now that was something both Meyer
and Jennie Cohen would have wanted.

C O M M U N I T Y F U N D
J A N UA RY 2 0 0 5
Established as a general unrestricted Fund by
a gift fromWilliam C. and Judith P. Bassett,
with their hope that the Fund insures all
donors with gifts of any size can invest in the
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community endowment which supports our
community’s opportunities and ever changing
needs over time.

L O U A N D D O L L Y
D E F I L I P P O F U N D
A U G U S T 2 0 0 6
Established by gifts of many donors and the
efforts of Team DeFilippo to honor Coach Lou
DeFilippo and his wife,Dolly, this Fund will
support a scholarship to a graduating student
from Derby High School or other grants and
awards as recommended to the Board by the
Advisory Committee.

Every once in awhile, if you are fortunate
enough, someone comes into your life who truly
points you on a path towards success – someone
who gets you to believe in yourself and your
ability to do extraordinary things. For hundreds
of young football players at Derby High School
from 1968-1982, that special someone was
Coach Lou DeFilippo. If you were one of those
lucky to either play for Lou or to be associated
with him in any way, you knew from the begin-
ning he was the architect of great character and
principle. “As players, the very first time we met
Coach DeFilippo we knew it was going to be
the start of something special,” said John Saccu,
who played football for Derby High School
from 1966–1969. “Lou called us ‘his boys’ that
first day, and even as grown men he would still
refer to us as ‘his boys’when we would get to-
gether to reminisce about the good old days.
Lou loved it when we would come to visit.You
could see his eyes light up with anticipation,
wanting to know how we were doing.” In order
to honor the legacy of legendary coach Lou
DeFilippo and his lovely wife Dolly, a group
called “Team DeFilippo”comprised of players,
coaches, and friends of the DeFilippo family
has established a scholarship in their name.
When plans for the scholarship became known,
former players from as far away as Florida of-
fered their support. “The response has been truly
amazing.This is long overdue,” said Frank Ro-
mano, a former player and the owner of
Frankie’s Grill in Derby. “While football was
among his priorities, education was always first,”
said former assistant coach Charlie DiCenso. “It
makes this scholarship that much more mean-
ingful to us because we know it’s something he
would’ve wanted us to do, and would’ve been
proud of.”“It didn’t take us long to realize that
Lou had a partner in his plan, an assistant coach
twenty-four hours-a-day,who believed in him

and accepted us into her life as if we were her
own sons.The respect people everywhere had
for him and for Dolly is immense,” said Mr.
Saccu. “We will always be Lou’s boys—and now
his family has grown even larger through the
creation of the Team DeFilippo family. Both
Lou and Dolly taught us, through example, that
to live extraordinarily is more than just putting
effort in when you have to, rather it is an entire
way of life.”

D E R B Y P U B L I C
L I B R A R Y F U N D
F E B R U A R Y 2 0 0 5
The Board of the Derby Public Library
transferred endowments to the Foundation for
investment management to care for, and grow,
these funds which support various valuable
activities and programs of the Library that
are outside operating costs.

The death of their beloved eleven-year-old son
Harcourt in 1897 spurred Colonel and Mrs.H.
HoltonWood to donate in their son’s memory,
the land, the building and $5,000 to establish
the Derby Public Library in 1902. Since then,
many have joined the ranks of these early phi-
lanthropists.The library’s original endowment,
started with gifts dating back to the 1940s, has
grown to almost $600,000, and in 2005 was
turned over to the Valley Community Founda-
tion for financial management. “We believed it
was the best move for us: they’re Valley people
giving back to Valley people,” says Dorothy
Gleason, President of the Library Board, ex-
plaining that earnings generated by endowment
investment are designated for a variety of library
uses within stipulated guidelines. Part of the
endowment and earnings, for instance,was used
in the 1990s to help build and furnish a 7,200-
squarefoot addition to complement the original
Colonial Revival style building that is now
listed on the National Historic Register.

DERBY PUBLIC LIBRARY
HAROLD YUDKIN F UND FOR
HISTORICAL PRESERVATION
NOVEMBER 2005
As a participating organization in the
Foundation’s Endowment Challenge Program,
this is a designated Fund to benefit the Derby
Public Library’s work preserving and display-
ing historic items and gifts were matched by
the Foundation.

“We were very excited about the challenge
and the generosity of Mrs. Yudkin and others
in reaching our match,” says Ms. Gleason,
pointing out that monies generated by it have
been used in a variety of ways to enable
display of many of the library’s historical
treasures that currently are packed away—
treasures such as the original 1865 newspapers
that announce the assassination of President
Lincoln. “We want to preserve the past while
providing for the future,” she says.

THE HONORABLE
JOSEPH P. FLYNN AND
FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP F UND
D E C E M B E R 2 0 0 5
This Fund was established by the Friends of
Ansonia Historical Commission to provide
scholarships for graduates of Assumption
School,Ansonia.

In March 2005, the City of Ansonia’s Historical
Commission approved the commissioning of a
portrait to honor native son,Honorable Joseph
P.Flynn, in recognition of his outstanding serv-
ice to his community, bar, and bench. Judge
Flynn has had a varied career in the legal profes-
sion and in public service.He was an attorney in
practice with Joseph P.Buckley and the Honor-
able JoAnn Kiely Kulawicz and later with James
E. Sheehy andTimothy P.Dillon. Judge Flynn
was born in Derby, son of the late Charles H.
and Eileen Hennessy Flynn.He is a lifelong res-
ident of Ansonia,where he resides with his wife,
Marilyn Cronan Flynn and son Charles H.
Flynn, II.He graduated from Assumption
Grammar School in Ansonia and Notre Dame
High School inWest Haven.After earning
degrees at Fairfield and Georgetown, he was
admitted to practice before the Connecticut
State and Federal Courts in 1965 and in 1966
before the U.S.Court of Appeals for the Second
Circuit.While a student at Georgetown, he was
a staff member for United States Senator
Thomas J.Dodd inWashington and Hartford.
He served in the U.S.Marine Corps Reserve
and the U.S.Naval Reserve, Judge Advocate
General’s Corps, to the rank of Lt.Commander,
and was honorably discharged from both.From
1967 until 1971, Judge Flynn served as Corpo-
ration Counsel for theTown of Seymour.As a
staff attorney for the Connecticut Legislative
Council of the Connecticut General Assembly,
he authored legislation,which first regulated use
of Connecticut’s coastal wetlands.As counsel to
the Senate Minority Leader, he was trial and
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appellate counsel for the plaintiffs in Caldwell v.
Meskill, 164 Conn. 300 (1973),which over-
turned a gubernatorial veto. Judge Flynn served
as a State Senator from the 17th District from
1975-1979. In July 1985, he was appointed by
GovernorWilliam A.O’Neill as a Judge of the
Superior Court. From 1999 to 2001, he served as
Deputy Chief Court Administrator.Thereafter,
in 2001 he was appointed a Judge of the Appel-
late court and was subsequently appointed Chief
Judge of the Appellate Court in 2006.He is a
member and past president of the Connecticut
Judge’s Association, a member and past presi-
dent of the Lower Naugatuck Valley Bar Associ-
ation and a member of the Connecticut Bar
Association.While the Ansonia Historical
Commission sponsored this project, the portrait
was paid for through private funding through
the Friends of the Ansonia Historical Commis-
sion. Friends, colleagues, and associates were
asked to contribute to this cause, and excess con-
tributions made would fund a small endowment
for scholarship at his Ansonia alma mater, the
Assumption School.The portrait was unveiled
and hung onThursday,October 6, 2005 in
the city of Ansonia’s alderman’s chambers.
Christopher Dodd,United States Senator from
Connecticut, expressed his sentiments by letter
stating that “Judge Flynn worked in my father’s
U.S. Senate Office inWashington.His commit-
ment, work-ethic, and sense of humor were
evident at the time, as was the certainty of his
future success.”Carol Starkey, a member of the
Friends of the Ansonia Historical Commission,
says, “I believe that this Fund will assist students,
who, like Judge Flynn, are committed to the
community and higher education.”

THE FRE YHERSHE Y
FOUNDATION F UND
DECEMBER 2006
This Fund is established by a transfer of assets
from the Frey-Hershey Foundation to create a
donor advised fund. (see profile pages 6-7)

T H E F U T U R E F U N D
N OV E M B E R 2 0 0 6
This Fund was started and is being built by
Arthur Bogen to help in the restoration and
preservation of the environment and/or to
help people who have suffered childhood
trauma. (see profile page 8)

GEISSLER FAMILY
SCHOLARSHIP F UND
DECEMBER 2005
This Fund was established by the transfer of
the Robert J. Geissler Memorial Award assets
held by Shelton High School at the request of
Harold Geissler. The Fund makes scholarship
awards to graduating students of Shelton
High School.

The Geissler family has always valued the
importance of education—wife and mother,
Margaret Geissler taught business, accounting
and shorthand, and despite having a learning
disability, Harold and Margaret’s son, Robert,
obtained a degree in accounting from the
University of Bridgeport. In 1995 the family
established a scholarship Fund at Shelton
High School, where it was kept in a regular
savings account through a local bank. It
seemed like a perfectly natural thing for them
to do—after all, the entire family graduated
from SHS.Once the Valley Community
Foundation was established however, Harold
Geissler decided to transfer the funds into an
endowment scholarship for graduating stu-
dents of Shelton High School. “Our dad was a
chief auditor for the IRS,” said Jim Geissler.
“After our mom died in 2000 we really wanted
to do something more with the Fund. Our
dad decided that moving it from the bank to
the foundation was the best way to manage
the money. He was actively involved with the
recipients up until his passing in August 2006,

and was delighted to receive a “thank-you”
from our first scholarship winner.” Originally
established as a scholarship for accounting or
business students, the family has decided to
broaden the criteria to include a “senior stu-
dent enrolled in an accredited college, who has
shown progressive effort and is not receiving
any other substantial award. Recipients are
selected by the Administration and Guidance
Departments of Shelton High School.

DAVID M. GRANT FAMILY FUND
JANUARY 2005
This Fund was started and is being built by
Founding Board Member David M.Grant
and his wife, Gail, as a donor advised fund to
support their various community activities and
as a means to involve their sons in philan-
thropy.

David J. Grant, and his brother Michael, have
been raised to give back to their community.
Since they were kids they would do such
things as accompany their parents to serve
Thanksgiving dinner to the homeless before
sitting down to their own family celebration.
Now, as young adults, they’re beginning to
volunteer on their own, and are getting
encouragement from their father, David M.
Grant, and their mother, Gail, who have
established an endowment fund with the
Valley Community Foundation that they
foresee their sons managing. “I wanted to do
this for my sons as a way to get them in-
volved,” says the elder Grant who began his
own volunteering at an older age when Jack
Ribas, who runs the Boys and Girls Club of
the Lower Naugatuck Valley, asked him to
become a Board Member. “I had my eyes
opened,” says the affable Grant who has run a
successful catering business in the Valley since
1974. “Before I joined the Boys and Girls Club
in 1986, I really didn’t do much with regard to
charitable causes because I was so busy build-
ing my business. But when I did, I saw the
need, and experienced the satisfaction of being
involved. I thought that this Fund would not
only be a way to give back to the community
but would be something my sons could do
together through the years.”The David M.
Grant Family Fund was established in January
2005 with an initial $2,500 contribution and a
pledge of the same for the next three years to
build it to a minimum of $10,000. At that
point, the Grants will meet once a year to
determine how to best allocate the interest,
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giving first preference to youth, perhaps by
funding camperships or programs in the arts,
says Grant. “I hope it brings my sons closer
together,” says Grant, who intends to grow the
fund over time. “And in 30, no, 50 years, when
Mom and Dad are gone, they’ll work at it
knowing that it’s something their father and
mother wanted. And hopefully, it will grow
with them, and them with it.”

T YLER, BRIAN & ZACHARY
HAYWOOD F UND
APRIL 2005
Joseph A. Pagliaro, Jr. started and is growing
this Fund to honor his father, Joseph Pagliaro
Sr., the founding Chair of the Valley Commu-
nity Foundation and his grandchildren, the
children of his sister,Michelle Pagliaro
Haywood.

Joseph Pagliaro, Jr. has experienced the Lower
Naugatuck Valley in all its beauty. And he’s
not just talking about the scenery. “This is a
very caring community,” says Pagliaro, who
lost his father in a tragic accident in 2004 and
experienced an overwhelming outpouring of
support. “People in the Valley come together
in such a loving way when someone is in need.
They surround you and take care of you.
Whenever there is crisis, you see that wall
being built.”And so, Pagliaro began to add his
piece to that wall in 2005 when he established
with the Valley Community Foundation the
Tyler, Brian, and Zachary Haywood Fund.
Named for his young nephews, the Fund was
a way for Pagliaro to honor his father Joseph
A. Pagliaro, Sr. and the grandchildren of his
father, his nephews, now and in years to come.
“Everything in due time,” says Pagliaro, speak-
ing of the growing Fund that has been set up
to aid women and children when it begins to
produce grants. No one can do everything
themselves, that’s the beauty of the Valley.
We’re there for each other. And that’s what
this Fund is all about—helping other people
in their time of need.”

HOUSATONIC COUNCIL BOYS
SCOUTS OF AMERICA FUND
NOVEMBER 2006
As a participating organization in the Foun-
dation’s Endowment Challenge Program, this
is a designated fund to benefit Housatonic
Council, BSA and gifts were matched by the
Foundation.

PATRICIA M. KONDRATH
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
DECEMBER 2005
This Fund was established by Paul Kondrath
in memory of his wife to support scholarships
at Academy of Our Lady of Mercy, Lauralton
Hall.

Patricia Kondrath thought education was im-
portant, so much so that she instilled her
strong desire for learning and knowledge with
her family. Her husband, Paul, decided to
honor her memory by establishing an en-
dowed fund to provide scholarships to stu-
dents attendingThe Academy of Our Lady of
Mercy, Lauralton Hall in Milford. “Our at-
torney, Alan Tyma, suggested utilizing the
Valley Community Foundation as a flexible
way to simplify the process of the donations
we received.” “My wife attended school at
Lauralton, felt that she had received an excel-
lent education, and always supported them,”
said Mr. Kondrath. “She probably wouldn’t
have liked all this attention—she liked to do
things in a very low-key way,” he said. “I just
wanted to do this to carry on what she had al-
ready been doing throughout her life.”The
Fund gives preference to students who are
freshmen, sophomores, and juniors, and par-
ticipate in sports including Trish’s favorites:
tennis, swimming or softball and music pro-
grams. Candidate suggestions are made to the
Board of the Foundation by the Administra-
tion and Guidance Departments of Lauralton
Hall. “My wife grew up in Derby and Shelton,
we then married, and moved to Stratford,”
said Mr. Kondrath. “Our two sons grew up
here and went to colleges in New England.
Matthew married Kelly in 2002 and lives in
Florida with our two grandchildren, Amanda
and Benjamin. Chris lives in Oregon with his
two bassett hounds, Newman & Buford.This
is our way of continuing her tradition of help-
ing those in need, as well as remembering her
connection to the Valley.”

PAUL KONWERSKI,
FAMILY F UND
DECEMBER 2007
Grants from the Paul J.Konwerski Family
Fund will be made with recommendations
from the family for a variety of programs and
organizations in the Valley, including education.
(see profile page 9)

MARY F UND
DECEMBER 2004
This Fund was started and is being built by
Founding Board Member M. Elizabeth
Kennard to honor her grandmothers,Mary L.
Powers and Mary J. Kennard; and her mother,
Mary P. Kennard, all teachers who understood
the value of education and promoted it profes-
sionally and personally.

Two of the “Marys” for which the Mary Fund
was named were widowed at a young age and
forced in the 1900s to raise their children
alone on their teaching salaries. “Where
would they have been without their educa-
tions?” asks Liz Kennard, granddaughter of
Mary L. Powers and Mary J. Kennard, who,
unlike so many women of their time, were ed-
ucated. “That was in the late 1800s-early
1900’s when most women did not have the
same opportunity,” says Liz, who established
the Mary Fund in 2004 to honor her grand-
mothers and her own mother,Mary P. Ken-
nard, all teachers who understood and valued
education. “They promoted it personally and
professionally,” says Liz, herself a Mary—
Mary Elizabeth—who initially followed their
lead into teaching before changing careers.
“They were teachers to us (grandchildren)
too, explaining things, reading and setting
standards.”The Fund makes grants with a
preference for helping women in the Valley
or the greater New Haven area to pursue their
educations. “My mother and grandmothers
always valued education as a way to grow, and
this Fund will help others to do that,” says Liz,
pointing out that each woman was able to
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meet the challenges of raising children and
working full time. And each believed in the
importance of always continuing to educate
oneself. “Education is not necessarily a ticket
to a job. It is an end in itself.”

ANN O’NEIL MEMORIAL
FOR INTEGRITY FUND
JULY 2003
TRANSFERRED TO VCF IN 2005
This Fund was established by the children of
Ann O’Neil to memorialize their mother and
supports an award to a student of Ansonia
High School who most embodies the qualities
of high moral character.

Ann O’Neil always placed a high value on in-
tegrity. She raised her five children to the
highest standard of honesty, hard work, and
determination. Mrs. O’Neil herself was one of
thirteen children who left school in the ninth
grade to help support her family. A very
bright and well-read woman,Mrs. O’Neil al-
ways valued the importance of education and
saw to it that her own children graduated high
school and have each become lifelong learners.
When Mrs. O’Neil passed away several years
ago, her family chose to honor her memory by
establishing the ‘Ann O’Neil Memorial for In-
tegrity’ award. “We wanted to remember our
mother in a very special way,” said daughter
Barbara Clifford. “We felt it was essential for
us to recognize a student for his/her best ef-
forts—not necessarily for being at the top of
the class.We also wanted to acknowledge
someone who was respected by his/her peers
as well as faculty.These are the kinds of people
our mother valued, and we wanted to focus on
qualities that were important to her.” The
Fund was originally housed at the Commu-
nity Foundation for Greater New Haven, but
has now been transferred to the Valley Com-
munity Foundation. “It just made sense to us
to have the money closer to home,” said Mrs.
Clifford. “We contacted the Foundation once
we knew the Valley Community Foundation
had been formed, and they were extremely
helpful in bringing this money back into the
Valley to help us achieve our goals.”The
Award is given to an Ansonia High School
graduating senior who exhibits high integrity
in his/her personal life, and is pursuing further
education and/or training, or entering military
service.

OAK CLIFF CEMETERY
ASSOCIATION F UND
MAY 2006
The Board of the Oak Cliff Cemetery Associ-
ation transferred their endowment to the
Foundation for investment management to
care for, and grow, its funds.

The Oak Cliff Cemetery Association oversees
three properties of historic significance to the
Valley, including the Elm Street Cemetery in
Ansonia and the Olde Uptown Burying
Ground in Derby, one of the earliest town
cemeteries in the country.The Oak Cliff
Cemetery was established when the Borough
of Birmingham section of Derby was laid out
around 1835 and came into general use
around 1846.The Olde Uptown Burying
Ground was set aside by the Town of Derby as
a town cemetery shortly after Derby became a
separate town in 1675.The Elm Street Ceme-
tery surrounded the first Anglican Episcopal
Church in Derby, which was founded in 1737.
Edward Wooster, the first permanent settler in
Derby, and several members of the Wooster
family are buried in the Olde Uptown Bury-
ing Ground.Their stories, as well as those of
so many other founding families of Derby will
be preserved and shared with future genera-
tions through the maintenance of these his-
toric sites.The Association’s Board of
Directors wanted to have a strong local part-
ner to help them ensure the cemeteries are
taken care of now and forever, and transferred
their endowment to the Valley Community
Foundation. “The Oak Cliff Cemetery Associ-
ation has a tremendous responsibility to care-
fully oversee the funds from families of
departed relatives buried in our cemeteries in
order to provide perpetual care and upkeep of
our buildings and grounds,” said Association
Director Merritt Clark. “The Oak Cliff Ceme-
tery Board felt that the Valley Community
Foundation offered an ideal location for our
invested funds because of their tremendous
commitment to the Valley area, which is
served by the Cemetery Association,” contin-
ued Mr. Clark. “The VCF’s association with
the Community Foundation for Greater New
Haven, with its long standing record of invest-
ment performance and administrative service
provides us with a unique opportunity to have
our funds managed locally by an organization
we can truly depend on.”

JOSEPH A. PAGLIARO, SR.
FAMILY F UND
DECEMBER 2004
ThePagliaro family established this Fund with
the many gifts given in memory of Joseph A.
Pagliaro, Sr.who was the Founding Board Chair
of the Valley Community Foundation. It sup-
ports various community projects and organiza-
tions as recommended to the Board by an
advisory committee.

“He’d sit back, learn and then he’d step up to be
Chairman.” That was Joseph A.Pagliaro Sr., the
man people said was the embodiment of the
spirit of community service.And the man who
became the Founding Chairman of the Valley
Community Foundation.“He was never satisfied
just being a member of anything,”chuckles his
son Joseph who now runs the family business,
Riverview Funeral Home in Shelton, and tries to
keep up with his late father’s considerable volun-
teer and community service activities. “He
wanted to see things go a certain way, so he’d
become the president or the chairman, the ‘in-
charge’position.”And from that vantage, he was
able to accomplish an incredible amount in the
Valley and beyond where he seemed to be every-
where, know everyone and volunteer in myriad
arenas.For 28 years, he supported the Boys and
Girls Club of the Lower Naugatuck Valley as a
BoardMember, former Chairman and Past
President.He served on his hometown Shelton’s
Planning and Zoning commission for 20 years,
both asMember and Chairman.He was the
former Chairman of the Valley UnitedWay,
the Bowlathon for the BirminghamGroup, the
American Heart AssociationWalkathon and
BoardMember of the GriffinHospital,Valley
UnitedWay,BirminghamGroup and Parent
Child Resource Center.And the list goes on.“He
was a whirlwind, a man of action,”says his widow
Ellen, of the man she married only a year before
his tragic death in June 2004.“He was an incred-
ible man,devoted to family and community, and
constantly looking out for the betterment of
other people.”
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PALAZZI FAMILY F UND
DECEMBER 2004
Established by Dorothy Palazzi, this donor
advised fund honors Miss Palazzi’s parents,
Ildebrando and Guerina Palazzi; and her
sisters, Derva A. Palazzi and Norma
Palazzi Pepe.

When Ildebrando Palazzi arrived in the
United States from Italy in 1911 at age 21, he
came with only a few years of grammar school
education. But Ildebrando, one of a large
Italian family and the only one of his family
to come to the United States, made his way in
this foreign land. He worked hard as a stone
mason and met and married Guerina Bassi
who had come to America with her family in
1916.They settled in Derby and raised three
daughters. “My parents were very hardwork-
ing people,” says Dorothy Palazzi of her par-
ents who learned English here by reading the
newspapers and listening to the radio. “They
encouraged reading and wanted so badly for
us to do well. Education was very important
to them.”Dorothy and her sisters always
recalled the excitement and pride when her
parents attained U.S. citizenship. “To them,
America was truly the ‘Land of Opportunity,’”
she says.

With that in mind, in December 2004,
Dorothy established the Palazzi Family Fund
at $10,000, an endowment fund earmarked for
education purposes. It honors her parents and
two sisters, Derva and Norma, who have
passed away. “I think that if my parents were
living, they would have been thrilled to see
that I did something to honor the family
name,” says Dorothy who is watching the fund
grow slowly, but surely. “Someday big things
will happen with it. Hopefully we’ll end up
with something great.” The Palazzi Family
Fund is a donor advised fund that will make
grants for charitable purposes, with a prefer-
ence for helping Valley students pursue their
educations. Grants will be given to assist with
tuition, books, tools and other supplies needed
in furthering education for these students.

PEPE FAMILY F UND
DECEMBER 2004
Founding Board Member Mary L. Pepe
established this donor advised fund to honor
her family; father, Anthony M. Pepe; mother,
Norma P. Pepe; and brother,William A. Pepe,
and their contributions to the Valley commu-
nity.

Family, heritage and community have always
been important to the Pepe family. Like many
in the “greatest generation,”Anthony and
Norma Palazzi Pepe were second generation
Italian Americans. Born and raised in Derby,
they were children of the Great Depression,
graduates of Derby High School, a veteran
and a young woman of World War II, and
parents of baby boomers. As such, they in-
stilled in their children,William and Mary,
the value of education, the arts and the impor-
tance of doing for others.They did all this by
their example.With this legacy in mind, their
daughter Mary established the donor advised
Pepe Family Fund with an initial contribution
of $10,000.The Fund is in honor of her father,
who still resides in Derby and continues to be
involved in cub scouting. It is also in memory
of her mother who passed away in 2001 and
of her brother William, a brilliant chemical
engineer, who passed away in 2003. Estab-
lishing the Fund was a way for Mary to im-
mortalize her family while at the same time
continuing their tradition of community sup-
port. As she expresses it: “This Fund ensures
that the support our family has provided for
all of our lives—for those things in which we
most believe and we most value—will con-
tinue long after we're gone.There is no greater
gift. And so the Valley Community Founda-
tion has the potential to have a significant and
continuing impact in the region,” says Mary,
adding, “Creating this Foundation is probably
the single most important thing we have ever
done—and we can ever do for our community.”

PLANETREE FUND
NOVEMBER 2005
As a participating organization in the Foun-
dation’s Endowment Challenge Program, this
is a designated fund to benefit the Planetree,
Inc., a subsidiary of Griffin Health Services
and gifts were matched by the Foundation.

PRESIDENT ’S F UND
DECEMBER 2006
Established by the Board of Directors in
recognition of the President’s efforts and is
being built as a donor advised fund. The
Chief Executive Officer of the Valley Com-
munity Foundation serves as the Advisor to
the Fund.

SAM RIFKIN MEMORIAL F UND
DECEMBER 2001
TRANSFERRED TO VCF IN 2005
Established with gifts at the time of Sam Rifkin
death in 2001, Founding Board Member David
Rifkin, Sam’s son, added to the donor advised
fund and requested its transfer to the new
Foundation.

David Rifkin speaking about his father, Sam, “If
you believe in it, you need to contribute to it.”
Those are the words of Dave Rifkin,who, like
his late father Sam, believes in the Valley.And
so, like his father, he contributes.Not just his
time and his energy to high-powered volunteer
activities on the Greater Valley Chamber of
Commerce or the Valley UnitedWay, but by
establishing an endowed fund that will give
back to the community for years to come. “My
father and mother were very involved in giving
back to the community and supporting philan-
thropic causes,” says Dave,who in 2000, follow-
ing his father’s death, approached the
Community Foundation for Greater New
Haven to set up the Sam Rifkin Memorial
Fund in honor of his father. Later, in 2005, he
transferred the endowed fund to the newly
formed Valley Community Foundation. “Being
involved and giving back was his legacy,” says
Dave, speaking of the man who was a charter
member of the Greater Valley Chamber of
Commerce and the Community Chest before it
became the Valley UnitedWay; the man who in
the 1960s formed a father’s club at Dave’s high
school to raise funds for the athletics depart-
ment. It was the beginning of what has become
a fundraising powerhouse. “It started with just
my dad and a few other interested parents,” says
Dave, remarking how his father was always in-
volved in multiple activities, both professionally
and personally. “If he saw there was need, he’d
try to find a way to solve it.” The Fund has been
set up to first support renovation of the Sterling
Opera House in Derby—a place his father once
worked—if that project gets underway. It will
also contribute to other Valley charitable organ-
izations as decided by Dave and his family.
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GEORGE AND BEATRICE
RYAN SCHOLARSHIP
SEP TEMBER 2004
George and Beatrice Ryan established this
Fund to provide scholarships for higher edu-
cation to students graduating from secondary
schools in the region serviced by the Valley
Community Foundation.

When he left the service after World War II,
George Ryan had a decision to make: what
should he do with the rest of his life? With
aid from the GI bill, the Shelton resident
jumped with both feet into the automotive
industry he had come to love as a kid while
pumping gas at his uncle’s gas station. Years
later, this man is still passionate about the
career that has taken him from the gas pumps
to running the successful Curtiss-Ryan
Honda car dealership. And now he’s eager to
share his passion and extend a helping hand to
others who enter the field. “I always thought
I should give back to the community,” says
Ryan, who has been active on various commu-
nity boards, including the Shelton Economic
Development Corporation and the Greater
Valley Chamber of Commerce. “It supports
me. I think I should support it.” Ryan chose to
do that in 2004 by establishing with the Valley
Community Foundation, the George J. Ryan
Scholarship Fund. It will be used to provide
scholarships to students active in the Boys
and Girls Club who are planning to study
automotive administration, sales or technol-
ogy. “This business has evolved into a very
high-tech industry today and needs qualified
people,” says Ryan who has requested of
family and friends that they donate to the
endowed fund in lieu of gifts for him, or if
they are looking for a charity to support. “I’m
hoping that this scholarship fund will serve as
an inducement to boys and girls to consider
going on to further their training and educa-
tion and enter this field where there is
tremendous opportunity.”

MAUREEN, MEGAN &
KATE Y RYAN F UND
JANUARY 2005
Founding Board member James E. Ryan
started and is building this Fund to provide
scholarships for girls from Assumption
School in Ansonia to attend Sacred Heart
Academy in Hamden.

At 18,Megan Ryan of Ansonia was already
serving her first year as a corporator at the
Valley United Way. As such, she attended the
non-profit’s 2006 annual meeting and played a
role in electing the new board of directors.
Her younger sister, Katey, has eagerly
followed in her sister’s footsteps. As far as
their dad, Jimmy Ryan is concerned, this is the
way it should be. “We have to pass the torch
and get our young people involved,” says Ryan,
a community leader who is serving as Chair-
man of the Valley Community Foundation.
“Leadership development is a priority in the
Valley.”To help drive the process, Ryan has
started at home. In 2005, he established the
Maureen,Megan & Katey Ryan Fund, an en-
dowed fund to provide scholarships based on
financial need and academic merit to girls
from Assumption School in Ansonia to at-
tend Sacred Heart Academy in Hamden
where his daughters are currently enrolled,
and from where his wife,Maureen, also grad-
uated. “I wanted to get my family involved in
philanthropy, particularly my children, as my
wife is already very involved,” says Ryan, ex-
plaining why he set up the fund that is named
for his wife and daughters. “I think it (philan-
thropy) is part of our social responsibility and
that this Fund will serve as a good example for
them to see how it works.”Ryan, who himself
has been active in the Valley United Way, the
Boys and Girls Club of the Lower Naugatuck
Valley, the Birmingham Mental Health Cen-
ter, the Housatonic Council, Boy Scouts of
America, and the Community Foundation of
Greater New Haven, among others, is excited
about the future of philanthropy in the Valley.
“I’ve become convinced over the last few years
that there are many opportunities to increase
philanthropy in the Valley,” he says. “I believe
the Valley Community Foundation is a way to
do that, and that it will have lasting benefits
for all of our communities.”

NORMAN K AND JANET N.
SANTA FUND
AUGUST 2007
This Fund was established by Janet and Nor-
man Santa to provide assistance to people
from the Valley who are attending trade
schools. (see profile page 10)

DOROTH Y E. AND KENNETH E.
SCHAIBLE COMMUNIT Y F UND
DECEMBER 2005
This Fund was established by Dorothy E. and
Kenneth E. Schaible for general charitable
purposes as decided by the Board of Directors
of the Foundation.

DOROTH Y E. AND KENNETH E.
SCHAIBLE F UND
DECEMBER 2005
This Fund was established by Dorothy E. and
Kenneth E. Schaible as a donor advised fund
to support their various community activities
and as a means to involve their children in
philanthropy.
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DOROTHY E. AND KENNETH E.
SCHAIBLE FUND FOR THE BOYS
AND GIRLS CLUB OF THE
LOWER NAUGATUCK VALLEY
DECEMBER 2005
As a participating organization in the Foun-
dation’s Endowment Challenge Program, this
Fund is a designated fund to benefit the Boys
and Girls Club of the Lower Naugatuck Val-
ley and gifts were matched by the Foundation.

Ken and Dotty Schaible know first hand the
value of a community foundation. After serv-
ing seven years on the Board of Directors for
the Community Foundation for Greater New
Haven, Ken was one of the Founding Board
Members of the Valley Community Founda-
tion. “I’ve developed a deep appreciation for
the dramatic effect a community foundation
can have on the communities it serves,” said
Mr. Schaible. “Community foundations are
flexible vehicles for donors and their families
to leave lasting legacies to their communities
for current needs and opportunities and for
those unforeseen in the future.These Founda-
tions provide increased funding opportunities
for working non-profits and scholarship pro-
grams, helping donors identify needs and
dedicate Funds to support their own philan-
thropic interests.The Valley has a rich tradi-
tion of philanthropy—the Frank and Ross
Gates Fund atThe Community Foundation,
the Katherine Matthies Foundation, and the
legacy of Katherine Osborne Kellogg.The
Valley is fortunate to have access to these
resources. Creating a Fund at the Valley
Community Foundation is all about building
on that tradition and growing that pie—to
help ensure the future of the Valley for gener-
ations to come.” Ken and Dotty have estab-
lished three Funds. The Dorothy E. and
Kenneth E. Schaible Community Fund was
created as a flexible Fund that will address the
most important needs and opportunities now
and in the future.Through the Dorothy E. and
Kenneth E. Schaible Donor Advised Fund,
Ken and Dotty will make recommendations to
the Foundation Board about grants to a vari-
ety of worthy organizations.The Dorothy E.
and Kenneth E. Schaible Fund for the Boys
and Girls Club of the Lower Naugatuck Val-
ley Community was established as a part of
the Foundation’s Endowment Challenge Pro-
gram. Grants from the Fund will be made to
the Boys and Girls Club, an organization that
the Schaibles hold dear. “When you establish
a Fund, you’re not giving to the foundation,
but giving through it, back to the community,”
said Mr. Schaible. “There are so many choices
for giving—there is something for everyone.
Your name doesn’t have to be “Rockefeller” or
“Ford”—everyone can participate in making
the Valley an even stronger and better place to
live. It’s all about creating a lasting legacy that
will truly make a difference throughout the
coming years.”Community foundations are
flexible vehicles for donors and their families
to leave lasting legacies.”

JULIAN A. TAYLOR
SCHOLARSHIP F UND
APRIL 2005
The JAT Scholarship Committee transferred,
and will advise this scholarship fund to pro-
vide scholarships to students graduating from
Ansonia High School, preferably African-
American, who excel academically, and are ac-
cepted into an accredited college or university.

Whether he was instigating Biblical competi-
tions from the pulpit, encouraging his parish-
ioners at the Macedonia Baptist Church to
visit other churches to speak about what it was
like to be a negro in the 1960s, or walking
Valley main streets persuading merchants to
hire African-Americans, the Reverend Dr.
Julian A.Taylor always had his life’s mission
in mind: to reach young African-Americans
and encourage them to pursue their education
and lifelong learning. “He pushed people to
do what they thought they couldn’t, but what
he believed they could,” says Lily Douglas,
who with Dr.Taylor’s prodding, started col-
lege after age 30 and graduated shortly there-
after in 1957. “He was very persuasive and
encouraging; very much interested in educa-
tion and civil rights. He influenced so many.”
And that continues today thanks to the Julian
A.Taylor Scholarship Fund, established in
1981 by many of his benefactors who were
passionate about honoring the lifelong scholar,
pastor of 42 years, community activist and
civil rights leader who started an NAACP
chapter in the 1940s. The Fund is designed to
recognize African-American students in
grades three through 11 as J.A.T scholars. It
also awards a $5,000 scholarship annually to a
graduating African-American senior at Anso-
nia High School with the highest grade point
average. “We know that by entrusting the
fund to the Foundation, Dr.Taylor’s legacy
will continue to motivate and aid young schol-
ars in Ansonia, affecting our great grandchil-
dren’s generation and beyond,” says Evelyn
Lindsey, Chairperson of the Fund Committee.

TORBI FAMILY F UND
JUNE 2006
This Fund was established by Frank Sal-
damarco in celebration of his wife, Dorothy’s,
birthday and will support organizations in
their hometown of Derby.

Dorothy Saldamarco always wanted to pay
special tribute to her father, Lorenzo Torbi, an
orphan raised by foster parents, and who im-
migrated from Italy to Derby at the age of 17.
Mrs. Saldamarco’s husband Frank knew about
his wife’s wish to insure the family name and
legacy, and as a birthday present for his wife,
surprised her with the gift of establishing the
Torbi Family Fund.The Torbis’ are life-long
neighbors of the Pepe family, and knew about
the Valley Community Foundation from
Founding Board Member Mary Pepe. “The
Foundation was the perfect place for us to es-
tablish this Fund, which now preserves her
family’s name since she is the last of the fam-
ily line,” said Mr. Saldamarco. “What better
way to celebrate her birthday than to make
this dream become a reality for her?” Lifelong
Derby residents,Mr. and Mrs. Saldamarco
chose to use the Fund to support general
charitable needs in the Valley, with a prefer-
ence for Derby. “Our son has been a volunteer
with the Storm Engine Ambulance Corp for
nearly 30 years,” she said. “We are members of
St.Mary’s Church and everybody in our fam-
ily graduated from Derby High School.We
wanted to acknowledge the importance of
these organizations to us and also wanted the
Fund to be flexible to support many worth-
while organizations in the Valley to help them
continue their great work.” Perhaps the note
announcing the Fund says it best: “Happy
Birthday Dorothy Torbi Saldamarco. In honor
of your birthday, a Fund in the Torbi family
name has been established at the Valley Com-
munity Foundation.This Fund will not only
commemorate your family, but continue to en-
rich the Valley communities for generations to
come.”
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JOHN T YMA F UND
MAY 2005
Established by Founding Board Member Alan
Tyma in honor of his father, this Fund will be
advised by the donor.

John Tyma was not a politician. He wasn’t a
big name legislator. Or a powerful business-
man. He was the guy who lived an ordinary
life extraordinarily. He touched many within
his sphere, whether it was the factory workers
he eventually supervised, the eager, bright-
faced youngsters he coached on his only
child’s Little League and basketball teams, his
teammates on the fast-pitch softball team, or
the family and friends who turned to him to
talk. He would listen, really listen and he
would help. For that, his only son has estab-
lished a Fund to honor the man who quit
school in his senior year to care for his mother
and siblings after his father’s death; the man, a
World War II veteran, who worked so hard all
his life to make sure his family always did well
before his own early death at 48; the man who
knew the value of education and community
involvement.The John Tyma Fund provides
the means to not only honor this man who
loved the Valley so much, but to ensure that
people who “need a lift to the next stage,” as
son Alan puts it, can have a chance. “So many,
like my father, feel it’s important to be in-
volved in community and give their time,
effort and expertise,” says Alan. “For those
who want to give something more, we’ve
created this long-term vehicle to which they
can donate that will live long after they do
and keep on promoting the best for their
community.”

VALLE Y BAR ASSOCIATION
MEMORIAL AND
COMMEMORATIVE F UND
APRIL 2004
This fund was established by the Board of the
Valley Bar Association as a means to honor
and memorialize Bar Association members or
other members of the legal profession and will
support grants, awards and/or scholarships as
recommended to the Board by an advisory
committee.

The Valley Bar Association, a voluntary associ-
ation of local, practicing attorneys has been in
existence for over 75 years, with many mem-
bers spanning two, and in come cases, three
generations. The Androski Family, for exam-
ple, has been represented by father John; chil-
dren: Jack, Ed and Mary; with granddaughter
Caroline continuing a three-generation tradi-
tion. Two-generation members presently prac-
ticing together include John and TomWelch,
Dominick and GregThomas,Tom and Kevin
Condon, and the Skuret Family: Daniel D.
and sons Daniel III and Patrick. Further, a
number of current Bar Association members
have had the privilege of working with their
late fathers, including: John Bennett and his
father William, Jamie Cohen and his father
David, Laura Donahue and her father Ed-
ward, and Jeffrey Tuccio and his father Bill.
These families and members (as well as John
Sponheimer, whose grandfather was John J.
O’Connell) have continued a tradition of
service to their respective clients, and, through
their ties together as attorneys, have supported
many various charitable endeavors in the
Valley throughout the years. However, it was
the untimely 2005 death of Ansonia lawyer
and Bar Association member Bill Tuccio,
which served as the impetus for the creation
of the Valley Bar Association Memorial and
Commemorative Fund through the Valley
Community Foundation. It has been supple-
mented by the generous gift of a challenge
grant by Selma Yudkin in memory of her
husband,Harold B. Yudkin, who passed
away in 2004, after being an attorney and Bar
Association member since 1937. Additional
monies have been given to commemorate
deceased family members, and to honor
significant events in the lives of other
Association members.

VALLE Y UNITED WAY
HERITAGE F UND
MAY 1993
TRANSFERRED TO VCF IN 2006
This Fund was established to support the
Valley United Way and to attract planned
gifts in support of their efforts.
(see profile page 11)

PETER J. VARTELAS INVEST
IN YOU TH F UND FOR THE
VALLE Y YMCA #1 AND #2
NOVEMBER 2006
As a participating organization in the Foun-
dation’s Endowment Challenge Program,
Fund #2 is a designated fund to benefit the
Valley YMCA. and gifts were matched by the
Foundation. Fund #1 is the YMCA’s endow-
ment to provide access to the YMCA’s facili-
ties and programs to youth who otherwise
could not afford it. Both funds are named to
honor the significant contributions of Peter J.
Vartelas to the Valley YMCA.
(see profile page 12)

VARTELASSTAMOS F UND
NOVEMBER 2006
This Fund is established by the Vartelas and
Stamos family members in honor of their
beloved parents and grandparents, John
Vartelas and Paraskeve Vonetes Vartelas.
(see profile page 13)
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VETERANS OF FOREIGN
WAR POST 597 F UND
JULY 2006
This fund was established by the Board of the
VFW Post 597 and will support the band
program of Ansonia High School.he
saxophone-playing high school student,
From 1937–1941 a young student stood tall
with saxophone in hand next to his fellow
Derby High School band members in a brand
new uniform provided by an unknown Valley
benefactor. He never forgot the pride he felt
when he put the uniform on for the first time,
or when wearing it during performances at
football games or in Memorial Day parades. A
few years later that same young man was off
to honorably serve his country during World
War II, and the saxophone was stored away
for safe keeping. Now,more than 60 years
later, Veteran of Foreign Wars Senior Vice-
Commander of Ansonia Post 597, Peter
Pagliaro of Derby, has joined with brother-in-
law John Boland of Ansonia, former Ansonia
School Board Chair and Adjutant of Post 597,
and its 100 members to establish a designated
Fund for the Ansonia High School Band to
be administered by the Valley Community
Foundation.The saxophone-playing high
school student, who became a Veteran of For-
eign War wanted to “keep a little bit of music
playing in the Valley.” “Most of our members
either live in or are from Ansonia originally,”
said Mr. Pagliaro. “The Fund was created with
proceeds from the sale earlier this year of a
home owned by Post 597.The decision to sup-
port the Ansonia High School Band was
unanimous. Our members kept asking each
other ‘What has happened to music in the
Valley towns? What can we do to bring it
back?’This was one way we could offer on-
going support to a worthwhile cause.” “We are
truly grateful to VFW Post 597 for its gen-
erosity,” said Maria Tangredi, Director of An-
sonia High School’s Music department.
According to Tangredi, approximately 25 stu-
dents are enrolled annually in the band pro-
gram.The band represents the school and the
community at events such as the Memorial
Day parade, the holiday tree lighting cere-
mony at Ansonia Town Hall, all home and
away football games as well as middle school
events,” she said. “These Funds will help us
keep playing for years to come.” “No one ever
thinks about the band—they’re not like ath-
letic programs where people are always giving
money.They are truly a forgotten group as far
as donations are concerned,” said Mr. Pagliaro.

“I’ll always remember how great it was for
someone to give money so we could get new
uniforms when I was in the band. Grants
from our Fund will be used to defray the costs
of uniforms, maintain equipment, and rent in-
struments.”The saxophone still resides safely
in the closet of his Derby home. But thanks to
Peter Pagliaro, as well as John Boland, and the
Ansonia Veterans of Post 597, shiny new in-
struments and uniforms will be a staple for
the Ansonia High School Band.

ANGELI NA M. V I TALI AND

VALEN T I NA V. V I TA LI F U N D

ES TA B LI S H ED 2 0 0 7
Valentina V. Vitali is the first person to have
left a bequest to the Valley Community
Foundation.
(see profile page 14)

JOSEPH AND PAULINE
WARICHAR F UND
MARCH 2006
This Fund was established by Donald and
Joseph Warichar to honor their parents and
currently supports a scholarship to a student
from Derby High School. Upon additional
gifts, the Fund will support numerous organi-
zations.

More than 70 years ago, Joseph Warichar built
his family home on Sentinel hill in Derby, an
area filled with large farms and fields. He had
a custom truck, complete with slanted bins
and compartment doors, and would travel his
daily routes bringing fresh fruit, vegetables
and other goods to his customers. No matter
the weather,Mr.Warichar was there, knocking
on the door, carrying the order into the
kitchen, and then was back in the truck for

the next delivery. As the years passed, he in-
cluded frozen foods on his list by adding a re-
frigerator to the back of the truck. At the end
of the day, he’d simply charge the refrigerator
through the night, so it would be cold and
ready for the next day. Joseph Warichar died
in 1952 at the age of 49, leaving his wife
Pauline, and four children ages 3 to 17 with
no father, and no family income. “My brother
Joseph, who joins me as a donor for this Fund,
was a freshman at UConn studying to be a
pharmacist at the time of my father’s death,”
said Donald Warichar, co-donor of the Joseph
and Pauline Warichar Memorial Fund. “He
had to leave school and work to support the
family. He never became a pharmacist, but in-
stead spent 43 years as a tool maker in Bridge-
port until his retirement. Our parents always
wanted all of us to go on to college, and this
Fund is in part a tribute to them and how
much they valued higher education.” “Back in
the early 90’s, we promised our mother that
we’d start a scholarship Fund,” said Joseph
Warichar Jr. “We always intended to do some-
thing like this, and now we have the time and
opportunity to work with the Valley Commu-
nity Foundation to make this happen.”His
brother agreed. “We grew up in Derby, went
to school there, lived there, and feel we owe
something to the community.This will start
the process. A part of our estates will also be
used to grow the Fund as well.”The endowed
Fund will provide annual scholarships to a
graduating student of Derby High School, to
pursue his/her education at an accredited Col-
lege or University, and who is planning to
study in the fields of nursing, pharmacology,
or agriculture.With the help of their attorney
Mary Chromik, the brothers have also in-
cluded provisions in their wills to add to the
Fund. Upon the addition of these gifts from
their estates, annual grants from the Fund will
be used to establish additional scholarships
and provide grants to other charitable organi-
zations. “Our mother sacrificed tremendously
for all of us to get where we are today,” said
Donald Warichar.This Fund allows us to
honor both of our parents for building a tradi-
tion of reading and learning in our family.We
love to encourage others to learn, and this
Fund will allow us to do just that.”

F U N D S O F T H E V A L L E Y C O M M U N I T Y F O U N D A T I O N
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WO M E N I N N E T WO R K I N G
F U N D
D E C E M B E R 2 0 0 6
This fund was established by the Greater
Valley Chamber of Commerce and its Women
in Networking group to support the women-
owned businesses in the Valley.
(see profile page 15)

HAROLD B. YUDKIN F UND
APRIL 2006
This fund was established by Selma L. Yudkin
in memory of her husband,Harold B. Yudkin
and will support students and organizations in
his hometown of Derby. Harold Yudkin was a
truly unique and energetic man who was ac-
tively involved throughout his entire life in his
beloved community of Derby. He loved his
family, his friends and co-workers, and his
chosen profession of law which he successfully
practiced with distinction for more than 60
years. Harold chose capable and determined
associates, including the late Appellate Court
Justice JoAnne Kiley Kulawiz, and Superior
Court Judge Barbara Coppeto, who along
with his brother George, became his partner
in the firm known as Yudkin, Yudkin, and
Coppeto.Though his law practice kept him in
the spotlight for a number of years, Harold
was also an active real estate developer.When
returning veterans came home fromWorld
War II, Harold’s foresight and ingenuity
transformed hundreds of acres of land (forever
known as the Yudkin development) into af-
fordable housing for them, and helped to
make him a wealthy man. A portion of this
wealth is now entrusted into several Funds at
the Valley Community Foundation. “Harold
was a proud and loyal member of his commu-

nity,” said his wife Selma Yudkin. “He was
generous with both his time and his money,
giving to both local and national charities.
We were also fortunate to travel extensively
throughout the world. No matter where we
went, Harold always said that he was glad to
be home because there was no place in the
world quite like Derby.”Mr. Yudkin was an
avid historian, and spent many hours as a
young man reading and researching local and
national history in the Derby Public Library
which was just a few steps away from his Sey-
mour Avenue boyhood home. Upon Harold’s
passing in 2004, Selma established the Harold
B. Yudkin Fund at the Valley Community
Foundation, to ensure that his tradition of
generosity and dedication to his community
would continue for years to come, and made a
significant contribution to the Derby Public
Library to support the Library’s new Historic
Preservation Fund.The Library’s Board of
Directors has since changed the name to the
Harold B. Yudkin Historic Preservation Fund
indicating they wanted to “honor Harold’s
love of history and the people of Derby.Many
historic treasures will now be displayed for all
to enjoy as a result of this generous donation.”
Additional gifts have been made to another
VCF Fund established by the Valley Bar
Association, of which Harold was a member
for over 50 years, and to the Harold B. Yudkin
Fund at the Valley Community Foundation.
“There was no one else like Harold,” said Mrs.
Yudkin. “He was a wonderful and giving man
who valued his family, friends, and clients
alike. I know he’d be pleased to be helping his
treasured Derby and so many other worth-
while causes that he had supported all through
his life.”

F U N D S O F T H E V A L L E Y C O M M U N I T Y F O U N D A T I O N

Children are the future
Children have always been treasured as an important com-

munity resource. Infants, young children, and teenagers
have been cared for and have received opportunities through

the Valley’s schools, service clubs and recreational leagues.
Over the years Valley leaders have made significant invest-
ments to build character and provide numerous programs

for this community’s young people.
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O UR SP E C I A L T H A N K S TO T H O S E I N D I V I D UA L S W H O H ELP ED

CO M P I LE T H E I T EM S F O R T H E COV ER O F T H I S REP O RT

THE ALL AMERICAN CITY COMMITTEE

BOMBA FARMS

GAIL WELLS CATLIN

COLLINS BOX COMPANY

JUDITH AUGUSTA AND THE DERBY NECK LIBRARY

CATHY WILLIAMS AND THE DERBY PUBLIC LIBRARY

OPERATIONS MANAGER JOE LAUCELLA AND THE ECHO HOSE HOOK AND LADDER CO.

VIRGINIA FITZGERALD AND THE LATE EDWARD FITZGERALD

MICHAEL AND NICOLE FITZGERALD

ROBERT AND SHERI GRIER

JANE FREY GUDJOHNSEN AND HMP INDUSTRIES

STEVE MCEWAN AND THE HOUSATONIC COUNCIL 69, BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

M. ELIZABETH KENNARD

HENRY J. KOMORNIK

ALETA MINER

MARIAN O’KEEFE

DOROTHY A. DEBISSCHOP AND THE OXFORD HISTORICAL SOCEITY

DREW AND CANDACE PICKERING

BURKE ROSS

CHARLES AND GREGG SECCOMBE OF SECCOMBE’S MEN’S SHOP

TRACY TATE AND THE SHELTON HISTORY CENTER

TRIM – W. E. BASSETT COMPANY

JACK WALSH
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